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We believe . ..

« the entire Bible is the inspired Word of God. (2 Timothy 3:16-17)

« all men are guilty before God, need to repent, confess and forsake their sin, and believe
and obey God’s Word. (Acts 2:38, Romans 3:23, Romans 10:9)

* in believer’s baptism. (Mark 16:16)

« in nonconformity to the world. (1 John 2:15)

* in nonresistance in all phases of life. (Matthew 5:43-46)

» women are to wear a head covering. (1 Corinthians 11:5)

» men are to be the spiritual leaders of the home and church. (1 Corinthians 11:3)

« the use of radio and television is detrimental to true Christian living and must be avoided.
(Psalm 101:3, 1 Thessalonians 5:22)

» God’s design for marriage is one man and one woman for life. Divorce and remarriage
and other deviations from God’s design are wrong. (Mark 10:6-12)

« it is possible to experience the new birth and later fall away and be lost. (2 Peter 2:20-22)

« it is necessary for Christians to seek to become a part of a local body of believers.
(Hebrews 10:25, Hebrews 13:17)

« the church has the authority to make practical applications to the principles of God’s Word
and needs to do so if it will maintain those principles in the lives of its members. (Matthew
16:19, Matthew 18:17, Hebrews 13:17)

This statement of belief is very brief and concise. Some points in this statement of belief
may be unfamiliar to some of our readers. We encourage you to appreciate the devo-
tionals and Bible readings even if you are not in harmony with our convictions of Biblical
truth.

The devotionals in this booklet are written by volunteers. If you agree with the above
statement of belief and are a member in good standing with a church that supports such
a statement of belief with a written standard of practice, we invite you to write for Beside
The Still Waters. Since this booklet is often used by men or in family settings and since
the Bible teaches that men should lead in worship (1 Timothy 2:12), we wish to have all
the articles written by men.

Beside The Still Waters is published bimonthly by Still Waters Ministries, a nonprofit, 501(c)
(3) organization, under the direction of Cedar Springs Amish Mennonite Church. All costs
are covered by tax-deductible donations. Two-year subscriptions may be obtained at no
charge by contacting us at the address or phone and fax numbers below.
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From the Editor:

Five Hundred Years

For most people, five hundred years seems like a very long
time. We tend to rate periods of time by comparing them with
periods that are familiar to us. Often we are so tied up with things
that are happening immediately that we hardly think about what
happened so many years ago or what might happen so many years
in the future. Sometimes we could benefit by thinking a little farther
beyond what is going on today.

An important event took place on January 21, 1525. This day is
especially meaningful to those of us who are of Anabaptist (Amish
or Mennonite) descent. What took place at a small, secret meet-
ing on this day is now considered the beginning of the Anabaptist
movement. Although each individual needs to develop his own
faith, we have no doubt that the choices of those involved in this
movement five hundred years ago have greatly affected our beliefs
today. (See the January 21 devotional for more details.)

Many of our readers are not of Anabaptist descent and may be
completely unfamiliar with this history, but there is a great lesson
here for all of us to consider. If we have been influenced by the
choices of a few people so long ago, can we have such an influence
on others many years in the future? We might not make any huge
decisions today that thousands of people will specifically remember
five hundred years from now, but history clearly teaches us that our
choices will influence future generations. Perhaps our influence
will extend much farther than we imagine. Will our example sway
coming generations toward a closer walk with the Lord?

A few pages of this issue of BSW might be found by a reader five
hundred years from now, but we won’t depend on that to happen.
More likely the teachings in
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to others far into the future. To hear a recorded reading

HY
Note: Find poetry and reader
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of each day’s devotional.
(read by Harold Dean Miller)




Wednesday, Jan. 1 Read: 2 Corinthians 4
The Heat of Adversity

For which cause we faint not; but though our outward man
perish, yet the inward man is renewed day by day. - 2 Cor. 4:16

he Concorde airliners (1976-2003) were known for their

high-speed flights. The outside surface of a plane heated up
to 248°F (120°C) during supersonic flights, while the outside air
temperature was -69°F (-56°C). This caused an expansion that
made the plane up to 11 inches longer during flight. The cabin
of the plane was supported by rollers and did not expand. There
were four air conditioner systems to keep everybody comfortable,
so the cabin and passengers were not affected by the tremendous
stresses on the outside.

In today’s Bible reading, the apostle Paul mentioned various out-
side stresses that he faced, but he was still able to remain composed
on the inside. Imagine how it would have been to be “troubled on
every side, yet not distressed; ... perplexed, but not in despair; per-
secuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed.” Yes, there
surely were occasions when Paul was almost in despair. Remember
the time when he was on a ship in a terrible storm, and there was
no hope that any of the passengers or crew would be saved. But
Paul told them, “Be of good cheer: for I believe God, that it shall
be even as it was told me” (Acts 27:25).

Paul trusted in the almighty God despite the heat of his afflic-
tions. We too may face the heat of adversity and unpleasant issues
in many areas of life. We may be put to the test daily. Paul said
that although he was perishing outwardly, he was being renewed
inwardly every day. He realized that visible things (such as ad-
versities) are “temporal,” but that invisible things (especially the
rewards in glory) are “eternal.” The same truths can inspire us no
matter how severe the tests.

Mahlon Gingerich - Millersburg, OH

God is bigger than any mountain that I can or cannot see.

- Gordon Jensen
11944

One Year Bible Reading Plan: Matthew 1, Genesis 1-2



Read: 1 Thessalonians 5 Thursday, Jan. 2
Who Is on the Throne?

Therefore let us not sleep, as do others;
but let us watch and be sober. - 1 Thessalonians 5:6

Recently in a sermon, a young minister asked this question: “Who
is on the throne?” He referred to the saying, “If Christ is on
the throne, self is on the cross. If self is on the throne, Christ is on
the cross.” So who is reigning in our life? Christ loved us so much
that He gave His life to redeem us from sin. In turn, we must love
Him and serve Him as our King if we would be saved. As we see
in today’s Bible reading, Christ will return someday to claim all
the repentant and righteous—those who have died and those who
are alive. They will be gathered together and live forever with the
Father, the Son, and all the holy angels.

For those who by then still have Christ on the cross and self on
the throne, so to speak, nothing but doom is in store. How pitiful
will be the wailings of all who are in this condition! They had ample
time to serve Christ as King, but they refused, and now the time
of God’s mercy is past. All they can do is call to the rocks and the
mountains, “Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that sitteth
on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb” (Revelation 6:16).
Nothing will save them from the awaiting doom of everlasting fire.

With Christ on the throne and self on the cross, we will be
overcomers in this world. As such we have the amazing promise
that Christ will share His throne with us in glory! “To him that
overcometh will I grant to sit with me in my throne, even as I also
overcame, and am set down with my Father in his throne” (Rev-
elation 3:21).

Wayne Miller - Millersburg, OH

Christ is not Lord at all unless He is Lord of all.

12003

One Year Bible Reading Plan: Matthew 2, Genesis 3-5



Friday, Jan. 3 Read: Ephesians 6:10-24
Relent or Repent

Repent ye therefore, and be converted,
that your sins may be blotted out. - Acts 3:19

As we go through life, too many times we only relent when we
really should repent. To repent is to change our mind about
an action and then do differently. To relent is to simply stop doing
something, often under pressure. If we only relent from wrongdo-
ing, we are likely to do the same thing again at the next opportunity.
But if we repent, we feel such remorse for our sin that we change
our mind and stop doing it.

After tempting Christ and suffering defeat, the devil “departed
from him for a season” (Luke 4:13). Satan relented for a while
but did not repent, because that is not in him. Another example
of merely relenting is found in Jesus’ story about a man cleansed
from an evil spirit. The spirit says, “I will return into my house
from whence I came out; and when he is come, he findeth it empty,
swept, and garnished. Then goeth he, and taketh with himself seven
other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter in and dwell
there: and the last state of that man is worse than the first” (Matthew
12:44-45). A man cannot simply relent from being ruled by evil.
He must repent and start doing good, or he may grow worse than
he was before.

In today’s Bible reading we see the direct opposite of merely
relenting from sin. We are told to “put on the whole armour of
God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.”
This speaks of truly repenting from sin and actively fighting against
evil and the evil one. “Resist the devil, and he will flee from you”
(James 4:7). May we through repentance receive power from the
Holy Spirit to triumph over the schemes of Satan!

Fred Beachy - Crofton, KY

As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten:
be zealous therefore, and repent. - Revelation 3:19

11527

One Year Bible Reading Plan: Matthew 3, Genesis 6-8



Read: 1 Peter 4 Saturday, Jan. 4
Suffering as a Christian

Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not be ashamed,
but let him glorify God on this behalf. - 1 Peter 4:16

In today’s Bible reading, suffering as a Christian is mentioned right
after suffering as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or a busybody.
This is probably because “Christian” was a derogatory name for a
follower of Christ.

George Weber was an ancestor of mine who lived in Switzer-
land. In 1639 he was imprisoned for his faith, and his property was
confiscated. His meals consisted of nothing but bread and water,
and in time he became very sick. Yet he later escaped when some
of his fellow prisoners managed to open the prison doors. But
George never recovered his property.

Twelve generations later I find myself living in a time of reli-
gious freedom. It is heart-searching to consider how I might react
if I were to experience what my ancestor suffered. In doing so, |
need to scrutinize my responses when people mistreat me or talk
negatively about me. What feelings arise when someone bumps
into me in a crowded store but doesn’t apologize? Do I have re-
sentful thoughts about a brother who borrows a tool and breaks
it, but doesn’t offer to replace it? What if I hand a Gospel tract
to someone and he tosses it into a trash can? If I can hardly pass
these tests, what would I do if I faced the persecution that George
Weber faced?

The fact is, “All that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer
persecution” to some extent (2 Timothy 3:12). Jesus told us how to
respond. “Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward
in heaven: for so persecuted they the prophets which were before
you” (Matthew 5:12). And Jesus promised to be with us always,
“even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20).

Dennis Martin - Smithville, TN

The ultimate reward for suffering as a Christian:
“If we suffer, we shall also reign with [Christ].”

11690
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Sunday, Jan. 5 Read: Psalm 90
Mortal Man and Eternal God

So teach us to number our days, that we may
apply our hearts unto wisdom. - Psalm 90:12

With our limited understanding, can we even begin to com-
prehend the eternity of God? Before the mountains were
ever created, our ageless, unchanging Lord was already “from ev-
erlasting to everlasting” (Psalm 90:2). He is not confined by time
or any other boundary. From eternity past to eternity future, God
was, 1s, and shall be.

The second person of the Godhead, Jesus Christ, is described as
“the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever” (Hebrews 13:8). In
contrast, we have but a brief, fleeting time on earth. Our uncertain
life span is compared to debris carried away in a sudden flood, or
a night of sleep that passes quickly. We are like grass that sprouts
up and flourishes, but soon is cut down and withers. We are born,
we live, and then we die. We have no promise of tomorrow. Even
with carefully laid plans in place, we do not know when we will
draw our last breath.

We live in a little space called time, between eternity past and
eternity future. Are we using our time wisely, remembering that
eternity i1s coming? Now is the time to serve the Lord and prepare
to meet our Maker.

Everyone in this sin-cursed world encounters troubles, sorrows,
and disappointments. But if we are the people of God, earthly af-
flictions are “but for a moment” and are working for us “a far more
exceeding and eternal weight of glory” (2 Cor. 4:17). Through eyes
of faith, we look beyond our present trials to our eternal home in
Heaven. Let’s always remember: “The eternal God is thy refuge,
and underneath are the everlasting arms” (Deut. 33:27).

Mark Kropf - Halsey, OR

Our Lord, the everlasting God, gives renewed strength
to weary, fainting souls that wait on Him.

11919

One Year Bible Reading Plan: Matthew 5:1-26, Genesis 12-14



Read: Luke 9:46-56, 1 Kings 19:9-18 Monday, Jan. 6
Not Like Us

That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you,
that ye also may have fellowship with us. - 1 John 1:3

In today’s Bible reading, Jesus rebuked John for forbidding a man
casting out devils in His name, “because he followeth not with us.”
When Elijjah bemoaned that “I only am left,” God corrected him
by saying that he was only one of seven thousand faithful. Many
years earlier, Joshua urged Moses to forbid Eldad and Medad from
prophesying in the camp. But Moses responded, “Would God that
all the LorD’s people were prophets, and that the LorD would put
his spirit upon them!” (Numbers 11:29).

Confidence in the sound Biblical teachings of our church is
certainly a blessing, but let us never fall into the delusion of ex-
clusiveness. All people are potential children of God. Although
we may be confident in our position as Christians, we nevertheless
are not the standard. To enter the kingdom of Christ, souls are not
required to be like us but like Him. Clannishness and exclusiveness
tend to repel seekers rather than attracting them.

While Biblical principles must never be compromised to gain
converts, we still need to remember that all people are different.
Revelation 7:9 portrays “a great multitude, which no man could
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues,”
standing before God’s throne. This indicates believers of many
different backgrounds, languages, cultures, and lifestyles.

No one is exactly like you and me. Each one of us is unique
and valuable to God simply because of who we are, created in His
own image. We need to accept an “outsider” for who he is, with a
vision of what he can become in Christ. This will help to generate
a spirit of anticipating potential fellowship, and to overcome a spirit
of condescension because “he is not like us.”

Pete Lewis - Halsey, OR

I came not to call the righteous,
but sinners to repentance. - Mark 2:17

11101

One Year Bible Reading Plan: Matthew 5:27-48, Genesis 15-17



Tuesday, Jan. 7 Read: James 5
Anointing With Oil

Is any sick among you? let him call for the elders
of the church; and let them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the Lord. - James 5:14

nointing with oil is an ordinance established by God. Though

He doesn’t guarantee us a life free of pain and sickness He does
care about our health, which is evident in today’s Bible reading. He
cares enough that He instituted this ordinance for us. Obviously,
we do not use this remedy every time we have a minor ailment such
as a head cold. But anointing with oil is clearly prescribed for our
benefit, and it is often used when the outcome is uncertain.

Anointing with oil is for someone who is sick. “Is any sick
among you?” It is to be practiced within the church. “Let him call
for the elders of the church.” Such biblical practices are one more
reason that Christians need to be part of a church.

Anointing is also associated with confessing our faults. “Con-
fess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye
may be healed.” This is a good time for the sick one and everyone
else involved to search their hearts and be cleansed of any sin that
may be there. Everyone should also be fully surrendered to God,
asking that His will be done in regard to healing for the sick one.

“The prayer of faith shall save the sick.” It is not the oil or
the elders’ hands that heal the sick one; we simply follow these
instructions in faith. God alone does the healing in response to
our “effectual fervent prayer.” God surely has power to heal, but
He does not always choose to heal us physically. What we are
guaranteed is spiritual healing as we meet the conditions, and that
is a much greater blessing than physical healing. Ultimately, God
1s most concerned about preparing our souls for eternity, and if a
physical ailment helps to accomplish that, why would we want
anything different?

Leroy Amstutz - Hope, IN

[ am the LORD that healeth thee. - Exodus 15:26

11924
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Read: Matthew 7:1-20 Wednesday, Jan. 8
Dead End

Enter ye in at the strait gate. - Matthew 7:13

We live at the end of a dead-end road. When an unfamiliar
vehicle drives in, we know that either we are getting visitors
or someone is lost. Several parallels can be drawn from a dead-end
road.

Someday the road of our physical life will come to the dead
end of death. Will we then be where we want to be, or will we be
lost? It all depends on how we travel on the road of life today. If
we die and find out that we are lost, it will be forever too late to do
anything about it. No one will be available to provide directions.
No amount of wishing will make it possible to backtrack. The
urgency of the Scripture comes into focus. “Wherefore the rather,
brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for
if ye do these things, ye shall never fall” (2 Peter 1:10).

We do not need to be lost when we reach death. Physical death
is not a dead end for the redeemed. If we have served Christ as our
Lord, we will enter into eternal life with Him. There will be no
regrets and no wishing for someone to provide directions. Jesus
will be there to welcome us home. “So shall we ever be with the
Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:17).

In light of the bliss of Heaven and the awfulness of hell, let’s
travel the road of life with great care. Even in legitimate things,
we can become so taken up in our work and recreation that we are
distracted from things that really matter. Jesus said, “Seek ye first
the kingdom of God” (Matthew 6:33). May we “travel” in such a
way that at the dead end of our life here in time, we begin a new
and glorious life with Christ in eternity.

Denver Yoder - Somerset, OH

Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.
- Revelation 2:10

11784
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Thursday, Jan. 9 Read: Psa. 8, 2 Cor. 5:14-21
Made a Masterpiece

If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are
passed away, behold, all things are become new. - 2 Cor. 5:17

God not only masterminded Creation but also made every part
of'it. Genesis 1-2 describes the orderly progression by which
God created things on earth. The record includes a detailed account
of the creation of man and woman. Of these it can be said that God
masterminded and made two masterpieces. God made man “a little
lower than the angels” and crowned him with “glory and honour.”

Have you ever considered yourself a masterpiece of creation?
David acknowledged in Psalm 139:14, “I am fearfully and won-
derfully made.” The more we learn how our bodies function, the
more this truth is confirmed to us. One difference between us and
the animal kingdom is that we can reason. In fact, God appointed
man to have dominion over all the other creatures on earth. This
takes a high level of intelligence.

As a masterpiece of God, man was created a spiritual being
because His Maker wanted a creature with whom He could com-
municate. Yet the first two individuals disobeyed a direct command
of God that they comprehended well! They understood that the
consequence for disobedience was death. The same day of their
transgression, they died spiritually and became destined to die
physically in time. Now the masterpieces were marred.

But God immediately spoke of His plan to make masterpieces
of as many as would meet the conditions for restoration. Today,
through Christ’s sacrifice, we can be spiritual masterpieces on
earth. And if we live obediently, though we die physically, we
will someday receive glorified bodies fit for Heaven. These will
be masterpieces indeed!

Dennis Martin - Smithville, TN

For we are his workmanship [poiema, finished product],
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath
before ordained that we should walk in them. - Ephesians 2:10
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One Year Bible Reading Plan: Matthew 8, Genesis 23-24



Read: Psalm 145 Friday, Jan. 10
Anxiety and Praise

Every day will I bless thee; and I will praise
thy name for ever and ever. - Psalm 145:2

Our local newspaper has a daily column written by a doctor, and
one day he had an article about anxiety disorders. This doctor
said that 40 million Americans contend with chronic feelings of
dread, or with irritability, insomnia, upset stomach, and a host of
other issues. About the only remedy he offered was medication.

As Christians we know that worrying is based on a lack of trust-
ing and thanking God in our everyday walk. Forms of the words
trust and praise appear hundreds of times in the Bible, with many
of these occurring in the Psalms. We have countless blessings to
thank God for. We can have salvation and eternal life through Jesus
Christ, and we can trust God for all our needs today, tomorrow,
and forever. “Therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God
continually, that is, the fruit of our lips giving thanks to his name”
(Hebrews 13:15).

Praising God is the antidote for every trouble. It relieves tension
and drives away depression. When discouraged, praise God (Psalm
42:5). Praise Him with an upright heart (Psalm 32:11). We can lift
up our hands in praise (Psalm 63:4). We can use our tongues to
praise His righteousness (Psalm 35:28). Jesus gave a very simple
antidote for anxiety and despair. “Come unto me, all ye that labour
and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).

There are cases of depression that have physical reasons. In
these cases or in times of extreme stress, medication may be needed
to help a person calm down and sleep, and to promote mental heal-
ing. But even with medication it will always help us to get our mind
off our troubles and remember today’s key verse. Let’s bless God
“every day” and praise His name “for ever and ever.”

Sylvan Lapp - Atglen, PA

Let every thing that hath breath praise the LORD.
Praise ye the LORD. - Psalm 150:6

11945
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Saturday, Jan. 11 Read: Zech. 8:9-17, Rom. 15:1-7
“You’re Invited, Neighbors”

Thine own friend, and thy father's friend, forsake not; neither go
into thy brother s house in the day of thy calamity: for better is a
neighbour that is near than a brother far off. - Proverbs 27:10

Recently we hosted a neighborhood gathering, which may be-
come an annual event. Our garage was well occupied, having
one table for treats and other tables with chairs where neighbors
could gather and chat. Several days before the event, we delivered
invitations and talked with people we hadn’t met since moving here.

Why do we do this? To meet our neighbors. It is enjoyable to
see these neighbors connect, sometimes for the first time. Many
were grateful for the opportunity to gather. Reaching out to neigh-
bors is common in times of catastrophe. But should we wait until
such times to become acquainted? 1 told one visitor that we’re
having our neighbors over now; we don’t want to wait until our
house is on fire. Our goal is to build relationships before a crisis
comes. Whether we know it or not, we need each other before we
desperately need each other.

At the time of a fire, tornado, flood, or earthquake, complete
strangers find themselves locked together in life-or-death situations.
Even enjoying a solar eclipse with others somehow melts boundar-
ies and causes people to develop feelings for one another. Making
great sacrifices for a stranger seems proper in an emergency; many
people do it readily. But we are in this life together and should not
wait until we suffer a calamity to build a relationship or to do good.
Philippians 2:3 says, “Let each esteem other better than themselves.”
Demonstrating Christian love with action is one of the best ways
to adorn the Gospel of Christ. Let us begin today, before we have
a desperate need, to invite, build, speak, forgive, and encourage.
We will need each other before we know it.

John Ropp - Dannebrog, NE

Thanks for helping, neighbors!

11947
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Read: Matthew 5:1-16 Sunday, Jan. 12
Our Mission Field

Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven. - Matthew 5:16

ou are either a missionary or a mission field.” My heart was

moved by this striking statement. So true! I heard it recently
at a meeting where the speaker said that it was the inspiration for a
small mission church started over forty years ago. The statement
simply means that either we are active in spreading the Gospel, or
we are in need of the Gospel ourselves. Our carnal nature cringes at
this statement. Is it really true? Surely we can find neutral ground
between these two options.

In today’s Bible reading the truth of the Gospel is compared
to the light from a candle. A true Christian will realize that Christ
has done much more for him than he can ever repay. As he gives
God the best he can offer, he will live a life of service to Him. He
will also realize his responsibility to share the blessing of salvation
with others. A sincere Christian will let his light shine as brightly
as possible, because an extinguished flame gives no light at all. If
a “Christian” does not manifest good works or willingly share the
message of the Gospel, he is no Christian at all.

We certainly do not want to be identified as a mission field
(in need of the Gospel), so how can we fulfill the responsibility
of a missionary? We must be a light where we are! Our first re-
sponsibility is to our family and other close associates. Let’s show
consistent love and kindness to them, live as joyful followers of
Christ, practice literal obedience to the Scriptures, and never neglect
opportunities to share the “good news” of salvation. Even amid a
“crooked and perverse nation,” let’s shine as brilliant “lights in the
world” (Philippians 2:15).

Donovan Martin - London, KY

Our flame is simply a reflection of the
glorious light that comes from God to us.

11950
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Monday, Jan. 13 Read: 2 Kings 5:20-27, Gal. 6:6-11
G is for Gehazi and Getting

He that is greedy of gain
troubleth his own house. - Proverbs 15:27

erhaps we have heard about people lining up in front of a store

long before it opened on Black Friday, hoping for a chance to
get a best-seller item before it sold out. Or we may know about the
men who lined up at the border of Indian Territory in Oklahoma,
waiting for the signal that allowed them to rush in and claim land.
The desire for getting can drive people so strongly that such occa-
sions become dangerous. Beastly passions may overcome better
judgment, and people may be hurt or killed.

Poor, greedy Gehazi got more than he asked for—twice as much
silver—but he also got the terminal illness of leprosy for himself
and his descendants. Greedy of gain, he surely troubled his own
house. But greed did not die with Gehazi. We too may be steering
around an Elisha in our life so we can push ahead with getting what
we want. Do we disdainfully sniff at the concerns of men who
caution us against the dangers of electronic devices? These can
trouble our house—even though we are able to get daily business
reports, instant news about the world, and twice as much silver for
our enterprises. Maybe it is good health that we want to get. Do
we hide our pursuits from an Elisha who warns against therapies
tainted with occult connections?

Of course, God does not condemn all getting. Proverbs 4:7
provides the recipe: “With all thy getting, get understanding.” All
that we get should pass the test of wisdom from above. Otherwise,
to get is really to lose eternally. “For what is a man profited, if he
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a
man give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26).

Jay R. Martin - Castorland, NY

Get the good,; get from God.
Otherwise, getting brings the rod.

11938
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Read: Revelation 22 Tuesday, Jan. 14
The Blessed Man

Blessed are they that do his commandments, that they
may have right to the tree of life, and may enter in
through the gates into the city. - Revelation 22:14

hen God created the world and everything in it, He was

pleased and satisfied. But Genesis 5:2 indicates that mankind
carried a special blessing. “Male and female created he them; and
blessed them, and called their name Adam, in the day when they
were created.” This blessing was threatened when Adam and Eve
disobeyed God. Notwithstanding, God gave a promise indicating
that He still fully intended to bless mankind.

Today’s key verse reinforces the fact that when we obey God’s
commandments, blessings follow. Let’s consider a man whom
we’ll call Bill. This man strove to follow the pattern of Job in the
Bible, who was “perfect and upright, and one that feared God, and
eschewed evil” (Job 1:1). Like Job, Bill was human and occasion-
ally found it necessary to repent of his shortcomings in order to find
forgiveness and cleansing.

When Bill was in his fifties, he learned that he was afflicted
with the dreaded disease of cancer. The specialist’s verdict was
grim: not many more days for Bill to live. Bill decided to follow
the directions in James 5:13-20 and be anointed with oil. He was
surrendered to the will of God.

This anointing could bring one of two results. (1) The cancer
could vanish, and Bill could experience many more years with his
family and church. The miracle of this healing would surely bring
glory to God. (2) The cancer could continue, and by his faithful life
Bill could bring glory to God until he enters Heaven through death.
With either outcome, Bill cannot lose. He is truly a blessed man!

Joseph Kuepfer - Newton, ON

Blessed is he that keepeth the sayings
of the prophecy of this book. - Revelation 22:7
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Wednesday, Jan. 15 Read: Romans 12
You-niquely Created

Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory, but in lowliness
of mind let each esteem other better than themselves. - Phil. 2:3

Do you enjoy the fresh beauty of newly fallen snow? Many
people see it as just another snowfall or even as a nuisance.
In 1880 Wilson Bentley received a microscope for his fifteenth
birthday, and he began studying snowflakes. Four years later he
convinced his parents to invest in a microscope camera. After
many failed attempts, he took the first successful photograph of a
snowflake on January 15, 1885.

Wilson Bentley took thousands of snowflake photos, and after
many of them were published in 1931, the world started to marvel
at the magnificence of snowflakes. Nobody has ever found two
identical snowflakes, yet they all have a similar form. Because they
reflect the internal structure of water molecules, the crystals arrange
themselves by predetermined patterns to always form snowflakes
with six sides or six points.

God has also created people with many things in common,
yet each individual has unique features and abilities. Because of
physical differences such as height, hair type, and eye color, we
can easily see that humans are created differently. But when we
consider how people communicate, solve problems, handle con-
flict, and relate to each other, we sometimes find it hard to allow
for differences. Somehow we think everyone should respond to
situations exactly as we do.

Let’s remember that each one of us has been given a different
role in God’s creation, and that our gifts differ accordingly. If any
two of us were exactly alike, one of us would not be needed. May
we affirm each other even with our differences, and do as verse 10
of today’s Bible reading instructs us: “in honour preferring one
another.”

Delbert Hoover - Mt. Pleasant Mills, PA

<Whatever attributes you focus on will be found in most people.
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Read: Galatians 5 Thursday, Jan. 16
Bondage or Freedom

Stand fast therefore in the liberty wherewith
Christ hath made us free, and be not entangled
again with the yoke of bondage. - Galatians 5:1

eople sometimes express the idea that serving God is bondage.

If we are true followers of Christ, His words give us freedom
rather than bondage. “And ye shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free” (John 8:32). We cannot disregard the price-
less truths of Christ’s teachings and rightly claim that we belong to
Him. “For whosoever shall be ashamed of me and of my words, of
him shall the Son of man be ashamed, when he shall come in his
own glory, and in his Father’s, and of the holy angels” (Luke 9:26).

The reason for a bondage mentality is a lack of love and com-
mitment to Christ. Voluntary devotion to God and His Word will
bring “the peace of God, which passeth all understanding” (Philip-
pians 4:7). We will be willing servants of God, with no feeling of
bondage, because we serve Him out of love and gratitude. We also
love and serve other followers of Christ because we are all brothers
and sisters in His family. The result is peace and contentment rather
than strife and division.

Today’s key verse speaks of “the liberty wherewith Christ hath
made us free.” This is freedom not to do as we please but to do as
we ought, because we love God. We walk in the fear of the Lord,
carefully avoiding anything that would bring the wrath of God upon
us. We do this not out of a bondage mentality but out of love. For
we are following the clear command of Christ, who said, “Thou
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul,
and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first
commandment” (Mark 12:30).

Fred Beachy - Crofton, KY

For ye have not received the spirit of bondage again
to fear, but ye have received the Spirit of adoption,
whereby we cry, Abba, Father. - Romans 8:15
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Friday, Jan. 17 Read: Psa. 118:1-8, Rom. 8:32-39
Cries of Distress

[ called upon the LORD in distress: the LORD
answered me, and set me in a large place. - Psalm 118:5

Trapped under two floors of collapsed rubble caused by an earth-
quake, five-year-old Jinan, a Syrian girl, called out to rescuers
as she shielded her little brother from the debris. “Get me out of
here. I’ll do anything for you!” she cried heartbreakingly. Such
cries of distress are found throughout the Psalms. One example is
in today’s key verse.

We may not experience a building falling on us, but we do face
things like financial hardship, uncertainty about the future, and the
threat of terminal illness. We do not need to fear any peril, including
death. We can claim God’s promise that He will always see and
hear us. “The eyes of the LORD are upon the righteous, and his ears
are open unto their cry” (Psalm 34:15).

Job uttered many cries of distress through his severe trials.
“Behold, I cry out of wrong, but I am not heard: I cry aloud, but
there is no judgment” (Job 19:7). Few people have suffered as
Job suffered, but God heard his cries and brought him through his
difficulties. In the end, the Lord blessed Job with twice as much
as he had before.

Our spiritual forefathers suffered much hardship for their faith,
often by being cast into prison. One Anabaptist prisoner wrote that
he was “the most miserable of the miserable, and the most forsaken
of the forsaken.” Many saints have suffered torture and death by
very cruel means, even to the present day. They may feel forsaken,
but Jesus said, “Shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day
and night unto him, though he bear long with them?” (Luke 18:7).
All who cry to God in faith will receive grace to endure whatever
He allows, and in the end He will make everything right.

Benuel Glick - Palmer, MA

[Christ] offered up prayers and supplications with strong
Lrving and tears ... and was heard in that he feared. - Hebrews 5:7
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Read: Psalm 69:1-21, 29-36 Saturday, Jan. 18
When Waiting Gets Weighty

I waited patiently for the LORD; and he inclined
unto me, and heard my cry. - Psalm 40:1

As I write this, I’'m waiting to have open-heart surgery for an
aortic valve replacement. I can do very little manual labor,
and I feel fatigued and weak most of the time. This is because re-
gurgitation of blood through this heart valve slows the volume to
only 50%. And since God designed that oxygen be carried by the
blood, my body is low in oxygen.

The needed surgery has been delayed for various reasons, and
the waiting is now getting “weighty” and is trying my patience.
What can I do to lighten the weight of waiting? I have the Lord with
me as the psalmist did in today’s Bible reading. Through prayer I
can do what Psalm 55:22 says: “Cast thy burden upon the LORD,
and he shall sustain thee.”

Another verse says, “Casting all your care upon him; for he
careth for you” (1 Peter 5:7). But after doing this, I need to be
careful not to pick up the care and try again to carry it alone! Yet
God may have a purpose in my waiting. When I cast a burden on
Him, He may give it back to me, but then He helps me carry it. His
purpose might be to teach me patience (James 1:1-4). Or maybe I
need to be an example to others of patient endurance.

I'have God’s Word to lean on. Did you notice that in the verses
above, [ am directed and even encouraged to cast my burden upon
God? Many are the Scriptures that exhort me to wait. One brother
sought to encourage me by bringing some bookmarks, each with a
different verse to inspire me to willingly bear the weight of waiting.
This highlights another resource—fellow Christians! Blessed are
we who have the privilege of letting others help us bear our burdens
(Galatians 6:2).

Dennis Martin - Smithville, TN

Waiting does not need to be weighty.
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Sunday, Jan. 19 Read: Hebrews 13:1-21
The Church Is Open

But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with
such sacrifices God is well pleased. - Hebrews 13:16

e opened our church building this morning. Doors and win-

dows were unlocked, lights were turned on, and blinds were
raised. The restrooms were checked for supplies, and drinking
water coolers were put in place. The speaker system and telephone
conference line were tested for proper functioning. Everything in
the building was ready for a worship service.

After church my thoughts went in several directions. Am I
thankful for the blessing of freedom of worship? Do I take it for
granted that we can meet in peace to worship our Lord Jesus Christ
without fear of persecution? “The LorD will give strength unto his
people; the LorD will bless his people with peace” (Psalm 29:11).

Before coming to a worship service, do we prepare our heart to
receive God’s Word and to have fellowship with the Lord and with
other believers? We certainly want the Holy Spirit to be present in
the assembly. We also want the Spirit to be with us beyond church
services, throughout the week. Do we recognize Him as our ever
present guide in the everyday issues of life? “For as many as are
led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of God” (Romans 8:14).

Let’s pray for our ministering brethren, who will preach the
Word of God to us. May they speak the Lord’s will. May the
message of the Gospel flow through them to each one who hears.
Then as the living church of Christ, let us go forth with open hearts
to “do good” and to “communicate”—that is, to freely share our
blessings with other people. May all be to the honor and glory of
God the Father!

Glenn Zimmerman - East Earl, PA

Open the house to worship God.
Open the ears to hear His Word.
Open the heart to Christ the King.
Open to others what you have heard!
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Read: 1 Samuel 1:1-18 Monday, Jan. 20
H Is for Hannah and Heartache

Out of the abundance of my complaint and grief
have I spoken hitherto ... and her countenance
was no more sad. - 1 Samuel 1:16, 18

Brides have lost prospective husbands before the wedding, and
young wives have lost their husbands not many years after the
wedding. Parents have buried dear little children or maturing teens.
People have been numbed by the betrayal of others they had trusted.
Hearts break when such sharp things pierce them, and with time
the heartbreak becomes heartache. We do well to accept heartache
as a normal part of life.

Perhaps Hannah had slowly become aware of her inability to
bear children—a condition that can break a woman’s heart. But after
some years, the sharp breaking pain had become a never-ending ache.
Her husband Elkanah didn’t realize the profound depth of Hannah’s
pain. And Elkanah’s other wife made sure the ache sank in.

In her heartache, where could Hannah go but to the Lord? She
did exactly that. One day in Shiloh, she poured out her heart to the
Lord in fervent prayer. But Eli the priest added to her pain when
he mistook her moving lips as a sign of drunkenness. However,
Hannah told Eli the true story. He responded, “The God of Israel
grant thee thy petition,” and she went home in the hope of the Lord.

Taking our heartache to the Lord in private prayer may not
remove the source of the ache, but we know that we are enlisting
the aid of the Almighty. Now along with the enduring ache and the
unanswered questions, we can have hope from the Lord. We could
also share our heartache with other believers and all pray together,
as the saints did when Peter was imprisoned: “prayer was made
without ceasing of the church unto God for him” (Acts 12:5). The
heartache was relieved when God answered miraculously!

Jay R. Martin - Castorland, NY

Have you a heartache that's daily oppressing you?
Prayer and true comrades are sources for blessing you.
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Tuesday, Jan. 21 Read: Acts 2:22-42
Baptism and the Anabaptists

He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved;
but he that believeth not shall be damned. - Mark 16:16

During the Reformation in the 1500s, Ulrich Zwingli and some
other men began holding Bible studies in Zurich, Switzerland.
These studies brought the men to question certain practices of the
established state church. A group led by Conrad Grebel, Felix Manz,
and George Blaurock became convinced that baptism was only
for those who could believe as shown by today’s key verse. They
wanted Zwingli to start practicing adult baptism, but he would make
changes only if they were approved by the city council of Zurich.
The city council finally decreed that all parents who neglected to
have their infants baptized would be banished.

On January 21, 1525 (five hundred years ago today), Conrad
Grebel and his group gathered secretly. They prayed unitedly to
God Almighty for grace to do His will. Conrad baptized George
Blaurock, and then George baptized the others. Thus began the
movement in which people were called Anabaptists. Anabaptists
were severely persecuted for many years. The present-day groups
most directly descended from them are the Mennonites and Amish,
and they still practice adult baptism for believers.

Baptism is a weighty matter because it is the seal of a union
between a believer and Christ, much as a wedding ceremony is the
seal of a union between a man and a woman. Both ceremonies
include vows of lifelong faithfulness. Those who have been saved
should gladly receive baptism as the seal of their union with Christ.
If we have been baptized, let’s commit ourselves anew to be faithful
to Him until death!

Daniel Mast - Clarkson, KY

High heaven that heard the solemn vow,
That vow renewed shall daily hear,
Till in life s latest hour I bow,
And bless in death a bond so dear: - Philip Doddridge
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Read: Psa. 63:1-8, Rev. 3:12-22 Wednesday, Jan. 22
Spiritual Lukewarmness

Because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot,
I will spue thee out of my mouth. - Revelation 3:16

Today’s key verse strongly condemns a lukewarm heart. Jesus
was saying that it’s better to be cold than lukewarm. Why?
Probably it’s because a cold heart is more likely to see the need
to change, whereas the lukewarm believers at Laodicea said they
were rich, increased with goods, and in need of nothing. Such
people have only a form of godliness and therefore are hypocrites,
not realizing their true condition. This kind of deception is one of
the devil’s favorite tools.

Prosperity and lukewarmness often go hand in hand. A form
of godliness with no power is abomination to God and is of no use
to Him. Christ said, “I will spue thee out.” In Matthew 11:21 He
said, “Woe unto thee, Chorazin! woe unto thee, Bethsaida!” Could
a few modern towns be named instead of these two? It is possible
to have had good fellowship with Jesus at one time, but to become
lukewarm by allowing prosperity to make us proud and self-suf-
ficient. Satan doesn’t always come as a roaring lion. In Matthew
24:4 Jesus did not say, “Take heed lest the devil deceive you,” but
rather, “Take heed that no man deceive you.”

Who is to blame if the youth in our churches are confused? The
reason could be that parents and church leaders are taken up with
financial prosperity and are failing to serve as faithful examples of
the living hope they profess. God is not a God of confusion. He
didn’t leave the Laodiceans without hope and encouragement, and
His Word offers encouragement to us as well. Let’s claim its prom-
ises, heed its warnings, guard against lukewarmness, and always be
on fire for Christ. “Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence
to make your calling and election sure” (2 Peter 1:10).

Omar Fisher - Lancaster, PA

Is it not a sad thing that after all Christ’s love to us,
e should repay it with lukewarm love to Him? - Charles Spurgeon
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Thursday, Jan. 23 Read: Luke 9:23-40
Give Up or Surrender?
Let him deny himself. - Luke 9:23

It is said that two mountain goats once met face to face on a high,
narrow mountain path where they could not pass each other. After
they butted heads for a while, one goat lay down flat and let the
other jump over him. Did the goat that lay down surrender or did
he only give up? Most likely he only gave up.

Sometimes people throw up their hands in despair and give up
in the face of difficulties. This comes naturally, but to surrender
voluntarily without any resistance is possible only when the Holy
Spirit rules within. Total surrender requires a nonresistant attitude
such as Jesus taught. “Love your enemies, bless them that curse
you, do good to them that hate you, and pray for them which des-
pitefully use you, and persecute you” (Matthew 5:44).

The story is told of a Christian man who was summoned to
court because his neighbor disputed the property line between them.
The unbeliever declared that the line should be moved over two
feet, and the judge ruled in his favor. The Christian replied that he
wanted to move the property line over four feet. The unbeliever
and his attorney were both speechless. This is a classic example
of surrender because of a truly nonresistant attitude.

Jesus said, “If thy hand offend thee, cut it off: it is better for thee
to enter into life maimed, than having two hands to go into hell”
(Mark 9:43). We need to cut off anything in our life that tends to
lead us into sin. When the church asks us to give up something or
the Holy Spirit points out a problem in our life, do we surrender
promptly and voluntarily? Or do we resist at first and finally give up
grudgingly? There is a big difference in the results. One response
leads to victory and peace, the other to defeat and frustration. Vol-
untary surrender to God will bring satisfaction and rest.

Denver Yoder - Somerset, OH

1 delight to do thy will, O my God:
vea,thy law is within my heart. - Psalm 40:8
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Read: James 3 Friday, Jan. 24
Power of the Tongue

Even so the tongue is a little member, and boasteth great things.
Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! - James 3:5

he tongue has much power to accomplish good when it is con-

trolled by the Holy Spirit, and much power to accomplish evil
when dominated by Satan. It is like a man who has two dogs that
fight constantly. When asked which dog wins the fights, the man
replies, “The one that I feed the most.” So the power of the tongue
depends on the thoughts that we allow to influence our attitudes
and actions. When Satan suggests an evil thought to us, we must
be diligent to replace it with a truth from God’s Word. “Submit
yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you” (James 4:7).

The words our tongue speaks have power to affect our relation-
ships. Here are some lines that I learned years ago: “Be careful of
the words you speak; keep them soft and sweet. You never know
from day to day which ones you’ll have to eat.” Many people have
had to eat bitter words that they had spoken. May our words be as
described in Psalm 49:3: “My mouth shall speak of wisdom; and
the meditation of my heart shall be of understanding.”

How serious is it to use the power of our tongue against a Chris-
tian brother? In James 4:11-12 we read, “Speak not evil one of
another, brethren. He that speaketh evil of his brother, and judgeth
his brother, speaketh evil of the law, and judgeth the law .... who
art thou that judgest another?” The direct opposite is pictured in
Malachi 3:16. “Then they that feared the LorD spake often one
to another: and the LorD hearkened, and heard it, and a book of
remembrance was written before him.” Apparently the power of
the tongue was so great that God was moved to have the words
recorded in writing!

Fred Beachy - Crofton, KY

. Death and life are in the power of the tongue. - Proverbs 18:21
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Saturday, Jan. 25 Read: Romans 13
Paying Our Taxes

He that is faithful in that which is least
is faithful also in much: and he that is unjust
in the least is unjust also in much. - Luke 16:10

hen I filed the state sales tax for February 2024, I discovered

that the January tax had not been filed. The due date was
about two weeks past, which meant paying a penalty. Also, my
calculations showed that the January tax was much more than the
February tax. I was tempted not to report all the January tax and
add the difference to the February amount, which would lower the
penalty. I struggled a bit in my conscience but then decided to file
each month as the record showed. After all, it involved only a few
more dollars and it was my fault, so the penalty was just.

Two weeks later a letter came from the state department of
revenue. “Oh, a bill for my penalty,” I thought. But instead, there
was a notice saying that the penalty was being waived, and kindly
encouraging me to file on time to avoid future penalties. This
was very surprising because I had paid penalties before and never
received a waiver.

The memory of not yielding to temptation brought joy, but [ was
sobered at the thought of providing things honest in the sight of all
men—and of God. Taxes are an area where many people feel jus-
tified in fudging the truth. The Scriptures are clear in commanding
us to pay tribute, custom, fear, and honor to whomever they are due.

We are not responsible for how tax monies get used or abused;
therefore, we have no right to say which taxes we will pay or not
pay, for the money is no longer ours. People may feel that integrity
is important in large things and not in small things, but God’s Word
says otherwise.

Daniel Stauffer - Ephrata, PA

Be faithful in all things large or small.

11971

One Year Bible Reading Plan: Matthew 18:1-20, Exodus 9-10



Read: Luke 4:14-32, 42-44 Sunday, Jan. 26
Preaching and Preachers

So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing
by the word of God. - Romans 10:17

Preaching has a vital place in communicating messages from God
to mankind. According to Luke, Jesus began His ministry by
preaching in the Jewish synagogues. Jesus’ custom was to stand up
to read, which He did in the synagogue at Nazareth. Those people
accepted His reading but not His preaching. In Acts 13:14, Paul
and Barnabas visited the synagogue in Antioch. Paul preached the
Gospel there, and some of the Jews believed. Then the Gentiles
asked to hear the same preaching on the next Sabbath; and when
that was done, “as many as were ordained to eternal life believed”
(Acts 13:48).

After Paul and Barnabas entered the city of Lystra, they healed
a crippled man. This miracle demonstrated the power of God, but it
was not sufficient to bring the people to salvation. So Paul preached
to them, saying, “We also are men of like passions with you, and
preach unto you that ye should turn from these vanities unto the
living God” (Acts 14:15). Romans 10:14 says, “How shall they
believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they
hear without a preacher?”

Today’s key verse tells how faith is related to hearing and
the Word of God. But before the Word can be heard, it must be
preached. So faith depends on preaching as well as hearing, which
underscores the need for effective preachers and good listeners. We
must beware of being “dull of hearing” as mentioned in Hebrews
5:11. Arapt audience deserves and encourages powerful preaching.
The Bible message to every preacher is this: “Take heed unto thy-
self, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou
shalt both save thyself, and them that hear thee” (1 Timothy 4:16).

Noah Yoder - Summertown, TN

The ultimate measure of preaching
is the doing of what is preached.
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Monday, Jan. 27 Read: Isaiah 6
I Is for Isaiah and Ignominy

Make the heart of this people fat, and make their
ears heavy, and shut their eyes, lest they see ...
and hear ... and understand. - Isaiah 6:10

Isaiah never knew that his name would be in large dictionaries
several thousand years after his death. He didn’t know that his
writings would be preserved in the Scriptures and dearly beloved
2,500 years later. What Isaiah did know was ignominy (ig’ no min €),
or dishonor and disdain. He knew these things personally.

Many of God’s messengers have lived with ignominy. God
sent [saiah to talk to people who would not hear. God sent him
with a rebuke to King Hezekiah, who shrugged it off (Isaiah 39).
God called him to submit to the torturous death of being sawn
asunder—if tradition is correct.

How can a man live out such a calling of ignominy? The secret
lies in the larger picture. First, who gave Isaiah his calling? It was
the magnificent Lord of all the earth, who had given him an awe-
some vision of His glory! Further, God gave Isaiah not only work
that brought ignominy, but also a message of hope and beauty that
provided inspiration. Isaiah must have sensed that through him
God was speaking a message that would never die, so he gladly
took up his calling.

Let’s learn from Isaiah to volunteer for ignominious work in
service to our King. Let’s learn to wear out and die for the cause
of righteousness. Yes, we will be the offscouring of the world. But
God will use His faithful servants of ignominy to craft the chain
of faith by which the honor of serving God is passed from gener-
ation to generation. Chapter 53 of Isaiah’s book is one of the Old
Testament Scriptural gems most read and memorized by Christians
even today. He, having been scorned and ignored, yet speaketh!

Jay R. Martin - Castorland, NY

Lets take up the work of our glorious God,
and rejoice though the path bring the saw and the sod.
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Read: Matthew 16:1-20 Tuesday, Jan. 28
Rocks Don’t Float

If ye continue in the faith grounded and settled, and be not
moved away from the hope of the gospel... - Colossians 1:23

f someone would say, “I can swim like a rock” we would call

his statement an oxymoron, which means the use of pointedly
contradictory or incongruous terms. We all know that rocks sink
due to their weight and density. Because of their stability and res-
istance to breaking, rocks make excellent foundation material for
buildings. Jesus commended the wise man for building on a rock.
But rocks don’t float.

When Peter voiced his conviction that Jesus is the Christ, Jesus
said, “Thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church.”
Upon what would Christ build His church? Not Peter, for he would
die like any other man. Neither was it the physical presence of Jesus,
because He would return to Heaven. It was the solid truth that Jesus
is the Messiah, the son of the living God, as Peter had declared.

Heavy rocks usually stay in place. Jesus was alluding to that
when He promised to build His church upon a rock. Her doctrines
and applications of truth are based on the eternal Word of God.
“For ever, O LorD, thy word is settled in heaven” (Psalm 119:89).

The Word of God doesn’t change positions from generation to
generation. Faithful people will be known as rocks. Even the name
Peter means “stone.” The thing that was truth for my grandfather
and great-grandfather will be truth for me and my children and
great-grandchildren. When we adhere to truth, our life will be a rock
anchored in the Rock, Christ Jesus. If we find ourselves floating
from one way of thinking to another, from one code of conduct to
another, we need to come to the Rock. Remember, rocks don’t float.

Delmar Eby - London, KY

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord. -1 Corinthians 15:58
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Wednesday, Jan. 29 Read: John 11:7-35
Jesus Wept

Rejoice with them that do rejoice,
and weep with them that weep. - Romans 12:15

have a boyhood memory of a minister apologizing for his tears

as he stood before the congregation. He said that he had a bad
cold and allergies. It’s natural for adults to feel embarrassed when
tears flow. But in many cases, tears are nothing to be ashamed of.
They can have a cleansing effect on our emotions and our soul.
Remember, even Jesus wept.

How often would Jesus groan because of our lack of faith if
He were physically present with us? How often would He weep
over our failures? “For we have not an high priest which cannot
be touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in all points
tempted like as we are” (Hebrews 4:15). Today Jesus might weep
over us with words like those in Matthew 23:37, but in this form:
“O Christians, Christians, how often would I have gathered your
children together, even as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings,
and you would not have it!”

Suffering and sorrow are occasions for tears. Perhaps we know
someone who is afflicted with a terminal illness or other sickness.
Can we feel for them to the point of weeping with them? When
have we last embraced friends in a time of distress, prayed with
them, and mingled our tears with theirs? Or do we think, “Such a
small thing—just get over it”?

Sorrow and repentance may cause tears, and so may the joy
of victory and reconciliation. Remember the touching scene in
which Joseph “kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them: and
after that his brethren talked with him” (Genesis 45:15). Let’s be
compassionate with those around us, truly feeling what they feel
and weeping with those that weep.

Denver Yoder - Somerset, OH

Weeping may endure for a night, but joy
cometh in the morning. - Psalm 30:5
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Read: 1 Corinthians 3 Thursday, Jan. 30
The Sincere Milk of the Word

As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word,
that ye may grow thereby. - 1 Peter 2:2

h, she die.” The pleasant little Vietnamese sister forced a

wan smile despite her sorrowful report that one more of her
tiny charges had been taken from the earth. Our relief team was
overwhelmed by the severe nutritional needs of the children in this
orphanage. Starving infants abandoned by distraught mothers were
in desperate need of nourishing milk, yet none was available. The
best substitute was made by adding sugar to water drawn off boiled
rice, but this mixtue was seldom sufficient to sustain life.

Paul told the Corinthians, “I have fed you with milk, and not
with meat: for hitherto ye were not able to bear it, neither yet now
are ye able.” When the milk of Bible truth is replaced by counter-
feits, people may feel satisfied for a time like the infants fed with
sweet rice water but they do not receive the soul nourishment they
need for eternal life. Rejecting submission to the lordship of Christ,
these people often deceive themselves by pursuing health, wealth,
and happiness to sustain their supposed Christian faith.

A continual feeding on the Word of God is just as essential for
our spiritual survival as wholesome milk is for a child’s physical
survival. While reading the Bible is commendable, that can not
substitute for studying it. And while studying the Bible is com-
mendable, that can never be a substitute for living it. “Man shall
not live by bread alone, but by every word of God” (Luke 4:4).
Although counterfeits abound in our day, there never has been a
valid substitute for the eternal, life-giving Word of God. Nothing
else can ever be sufficient for our spiritual hunger and health.

Pete Lewis - Halsey, OR

The words that I speak unto you,
they are spirit, and they are life. - john 6:63
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Friday, Jan. 31 Read: 1 Peter 1
Around the Bend

For now we see through a glass, darkly, but then
face to face: now I know in part; but then shall I know
even as also I am known. - 1 Corinthians 13:12

y day started normally, with a long list of things to do. I went

out with the goal of getting my taxes filed soon. Life was
busy but fulfilling. Then the pain hit. Before long I was at home
resting, assuming that a short convalescence would follow. But the
pain had not subsided by the next evening, so we decided to go to
the emergency room. After numerous tests I was diagnosed with
diverticulitis and a perforated bowel. [ was admitted to the hospital
and put on antibiotics, and I ended up staying in the hospital nearly
two weeks.

All of this was a stark reminder that we don’t know what to-
morrow holds. We cannot see around the next bend in the road
of life. God in His kindness sees that our finite frames could not
handle such knowledge. When the pain hit, if [ had known right
away that [ would need to go to the hospital, I probably would have
felt overwhelmed. Certainly if [ had known that my hospital stay
would stretch out for two weeks, discouragement would have set
in. But as I went from day to day, God’s grace was sufficient for
each moment.

This is where faith comes in. We have a sovereign God who
is completely trustworthy. He knows the future, and He can see
around the next bend. For the child of God, that is enough. Today’s
key verse also holds a precious promise. Someday we will know
as we are known. What we cannot now comprehend will someday
be clear to us. In Heaven we will understand what God was doing,
just as clearly as He understands it today. That is a bend in the road
to look forward to!

Leroy Amstutz - Hope, IN

Take a day at a time, and if that gets
to be too much, take half a day at a time.
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Read: Luke 16:19-31, John 19:25-30 Saturday, Feb. 1
NPO

After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now accomplished,
that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. - John 19:28

PO (for Latin nil per os) is hospital terminology for “nothing

by mouth.” That was the rule during my first two days in
the hospital. Several times I asked a nurse or doctor if I could
have just a little ice to soothe my dry mouth, but the answer was
always no. I discovered how refreshing it was to brush my teeth
on those days. At least I could be up doing something and wasn’t
completely bedfast.

Finally I was allowed to have lemon sticks—Ilittle sticks with
a lemon-flavored sponge on the end. They could hardly be called
refreshing, though it helped a little that the sticks were frozen,
because at least they were cool. When the two days were over, |
discovered the great blessing of another simple pleasure in life: an
ice cube on my tongue.

This reminded me of the two scenes in today’s Bible reading,
where there was a cry for water. The rich man in hell called for
just a tiny bit of water, but there was no hope for him. Today we
still have the opportunity to repent of our sins and do what is right,
so that we don’t have to face such a hopeless situation. It is much
better to suffer a dry mouth in this life than in the next life.

The second scene was of Jesus at His crucifixion. When He
cried out, “I thirst,” what did they bring him? We can only imagine
His repulsion to a sponge with vinegar held to His mouth, when
His body was crying out for a drink of water. I can safely conclude
that two days of NPO is very little suffering compared with what
Christ suffered for me. I am a blessed man indeed!

Leroy Amstutz - Hope, IN

When I see my Savior, dying on Calvary,
Bearing there for sinners bitterest agony,
Gratitude o ’erwhelms me, makes mine eyes grow dim,
All my ransomed being captive is to Him. - Maud F. Jackson
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Sunday, Feb. 2 Read: Psalms 92, 100
A Liquid Diet

In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in
Christ Jesus concerning you. - 1 Thessalonians 5:18

fter two days of not eating or drinking anything, I was gradually

put back on a diet. First it was ice, then water. Later I could
order anything on the menu for a clear liquid diet. This has severe
limits, but after several days of nothing, even a Popsicle or beef
broth looks delicious. My digestive tract continued to need rest, so
the medical staff was very cautious. What is there to be thankful
for on a clear liquid diet?

First of all, it reminds me of the plenty that [ have while many
around the world do not have enough to eat. The abundance and
variety that we enjoy in wealthy nations tends to make us ungrate-
ful. How must God feel when Christians are not thankful for what
they have, especially when others have so little? Yes, even in the
hospital with only liquids before me. If I can’t be thankful then,
how will I be thankful with real food?

Next, I could be thankful that in spite of not being able to dig
into a steak or sink my teeth into a juicy cheeseburger, all my needs
were being met. | was in a state-of-the-art facility, and I could call
anytime for anything I needed. I was receiving the best medical
care that the doctors and nurses could provide. And I couldn’t see
past a cup of strawberry Jello? God forbid.

Thankfulness is always a choice; it never depends on my circum-
stances. It is not connected to the possessions I own or the balance
in my bank account. It is not even limited by the hospital [ am in
or the food I can eat. God wants us to find things to be thankful
for in every situation. If you are on a clear liquid diet today, or
whatever trial you face, may God give you grace to see beyond your
circumstances right now, and thank Him for His bountiful blessings.

Leroy Amstutz - Hope, IN

Discontented people cannot enjoy the things God has given
. them, because they covet the things He has not given them.
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Read: Psalm 102 Monday, Feb. 3
Alone, Yet Not Alone

I am like a pelican of the wilderness: I am like
an owl of the desert. I watch, and am as a sparrow
alone upon the house top. - Psalm 102:6-7

Feeling alone at times is common to all. In today’s key verse,
the psalmist (likely David) expressed this feeling by identifying
with “the pelican of the wilderness.” A pelican was a long-billed
bird that would catch more fish than needed at the moment and
would store them in the pouch under its bill. Then the pelican would
fly to a solitary place and stand there for hours or days, resting its
pouch against its breast until it consumed all the fish and became
hungry again. The psalmist also compared his solitude to that of
“an owl of the desert” and “a sparrow alone upon the house top.”

On the night of His betrayal, Jesus told His disciples, “Behold,
the hour cometh, yea, is now come, that ye shall be scattered, every
man to his own, and shall leave me alone: and yet I am not alone,
because the Father is with me” (John 16:32). Note His acknow-
ledgment that God, His Father, would be there with Him. Likewise,
the apostle Paul declared that the Lord had stood with him when
all men forsook him (2 Timothy 4:16-17). And did you notice in
today’s Bible reading that the psalmist repeatedly mentioned the
Lord to whom he was speaking? Certainly, God had not really left
him all alone in his time of distress.

How should we respond when we have feelings of loneliness?
Maybe we should ask ourselves some questions. Have all my
friends really forsaken me, or does it only feel like it? Has my
friend Jesus forsaken me? Remember, He promised to be with us
“even unto the end of the world” (Matthew 28:20). He does this
through His indwelling Holy Spirit.

Dennis Martin - Smithville, TN

How can I be truly alone
when Christ is present on my heart’s throne?
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Tuesday, Feb. 4 Read: Hebrews 11:1-28
Courage to Overcome Weariness

But ye, brethren, be not weary
in well doing. - 2 Thessalonians 3:13

ourage is needed to overcome the temptations and dangers we

face in life. A lack of courage goes with becoming weary in
well doing. We must never become so exhausted that the vigor,
pleasure, and freshness of well doing is gone. Looking to Jesus
gives us courage. “For consider him that endured such contradic-
tion of sinners against himself, lest ye be wearied and faint in your
minds” (Hebrews 12:3). The mind can become weary like the rest
of the body, so it needs rest.

A person of Bible times usually wore a robe, with a girdle
around the waist to keep the robe gathered together. From this we
understand the instruction in 1 Peter 1:13 to “gird up the loins of
your mind.” Courage requires keeping the mind in control. Our
thoughts must not wander around, but we must bring every thought
into subjection to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5).

Bible heroes of faith had hope and confidence that there was
a reward for doing God’s will. If we lose hope, we despair that
what we are doing is worth doing. God is ever ready to encourage
us. He said in Isaiah 41:10, “Fear thou not; for I am with thee:
be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will strengthen thee; yea, |
will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand of my
righteousness.”

In Luke 18 Jesus told a parable with the lesson “that men ought
always to pray and not to faint [lose courage].” We know that if a
person faints physically, he is not able to do anything. There are
ways to avoid fainting, such as providing plenty of fresh air. So
also, having the Word of God 1n its freshness will help us keep up
our courage instead of fainting spiritually.

Noah Yoder - Summertown, TN

And hast borne, and hast patience, and for my name's
sake hast laboured, and hast not fainted. - Revelation 2:3
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Read: Romans 9:1-29 Wednesday, Feb. 5
Stealing Glory From God

For of him, and through him, and to him, are all things:
to whom be glory for ever. Amen. - Romans 11:36

n the beginning God made the whole universe for His own glory.

Revelation 4:11 says, “Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory
and honour and power: for thou hast created all things, and for thy
pleasure they are and were created.” We as humans are to serve our
Creator and bring glory to His name, but ever since the first trans-
gression, man has been trying to steal glory for himself. However,
God says, “l am the LorD: that is my name: and my glory will I
not give to another” (Isaiah 42:8).

Our Savior is the prime example of serving God as all men
should, by doing all things for His honor and glory. But our flesh
wants to glorify itself instead of doing what God requires of us.
“He hath shewed thee, O man, what is good; and what doth the
Lorb require of thee, but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God?”” (Micah 6:8). We should be aware that
our will must always be subject to the will and commandments of
God, for the purpose of glorifying Him.

It is a chief goal of Satan to steal glory from God and influence
mankind to do the same. Yet God demonstrated His incomprehens-
ible mercy by sacrificing His only Son on the cross to redeem all
people. He did this not only to bring glory to Himself but also to
demonstrate His perfect love to everyone. God is highly worthy to
receive all honor and glory because of His amazing grace toward
man. Those who respond in faith are even described as “vessels
of mercy, which he had afore prepared unto glory” (Romans 9:23).

Fred Beachy - Crofton, KY

And the loftiness of man shall be bowed down,
and the haughtiness of men shall be made low:
and the LORD alone shall be exalted in that day. - 1saiah 2:17
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Thursday, Feb. 6 Read: Nehemiah 2
Committed

And it came to pass, when I heard these words, that |
sat down and wept, and mourned certain days, and fasted,
and prayed before the God of heaven. - Nehemiah 1:4

n today’s key verse, Nehemiah wept and prayed because of what

he had just heard about the Jewish captives who had returned to
Jerusalem. The people were “in great affliction and reproach,” and
the city wall was still broken down. Nehemiah’s response shows
amazing commitment! His ongoing commitment is clearly evident
in the next chapter, today’s Bible reading.

How committed are we to truth and to God? How much is
our salvation worth? “What shall a man give in exchange for his
soul?” (Mark 8:37). To live in continual victory over sin can come
only as we are firmly anchored to the Scriptures and have a vibrant
relationship with Jesus. Our real character is shown when we are
alone and the lights are out. A young Christian man traveled alone
on a business trip to a faraway city where he fell into grievous sin.
The results were very costly and devastating to his family—all due
to his lack of commitment.

Why do we sometimes sin so greatly against God and our
own soul? Too often we underestimate the power of the devil and
overestimate our own power. “Wherefore let him that thinketh he
standeth take heed lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12). The Word and
the Spirit of God provide all the resources we need for victorious
living every day.

We often spend too much time dwelling on our weak points. The
sooner we dismiss these thoughts, the greater our victory power will
be. God’s highest desire for us is that we “sin not.” Yet if we do sin,
“we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous”
(1 John 2:1). God is always willing to forgive the truly repentant.

Denver Yoder - Somerset, OH

As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord. - Joshua 24:15
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Read: 2 Peter 2 Friday, Feb. 7
How Long Is Forever?

Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my
words shall not pass away. - Matthew 24:35

Many years ago, a dear minister gave me some profound ad-
vice. He said, “When you open the door of compromise,
there is no convenient stopping place. God’s Word means what it
says, and it says what it means.” 1 thought of this recently when
I encountered a false teaching promoted by different groups and
individuals, some who previously followed the truth. They assert
that hell is not really a place of eternal punishment, but only a brief
pause on the way to a state of total nonexistence. Such an idea may
comfort the lukewarm and the unbeliever, but it is devoid of truth.

In a parable about the Judgment scene, Jesus said that those
on His left “shall go away into everlasting punishment” (Matthew
25:46). Paul wrote that people who “know not God” and who “obey
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ” shall be punished with
“everlasting destruction” (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9). Jude referred
to those who depart from the truth as “wandering stars, to whom is
reserved the blackness of darkness for ever” (Jude 13). Additional
verses that refer to the eternal torments of a very real hell are found
in Revelation 14:10-11, 20:10, and 21:8.

Satan’s very first attempt at getting mankind to doubt God’s
word 1s recorded in Genesis 3:1: “Yea, hath God said?” It doesn’t
take much perception to recognize that he still uses the same lie in
our day. About two thousand years ago Jesus warned His followers,
“There shall arise false Christs, and false prophets ... that, if it were
possible, they shall deceive the very elect” (Matthew 24:24). Only
by believing and living all of God’s inspired Word can we escape
the eternal consequences of unbelief.

Pete Lewis - Halsey, OR

, For ever, O LoORD, thy word is settled in heaven. - Psalm 119:39
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Saturday, Feb. 8 Read: Psalm 34
Does God Always Answer Prayer?

And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any
thing according to his will, he heareth us. - 1 John 5:14

Have you ever wondered why your prayers seemed to be un-
answered? The apostle Paul prayed earnestly that a “thorn
in the flesh” would be removed, but God answered, “My grace
is sufficient for thee” (2 Corinthians 12:7-10). Instead of always
granting immediate deliverance from a trial, God may want us
to experience a greater measure of His all-sufficient grace. The
blessings of His peace, presence, and power become more real to
those who patiently wait upon God to work in His own perfect time.

Today’s key verse assures us that God hears us when our prayers
align with His will. That requires a heart fully yielded to our Lord
and a daily walk with Him. A ready response of obedience to truth
revealed in God’s Word helps us to pray in harmony with His will.
Perseverance in prayer is essential, accompanied with heartfelt
praise and thanksgiving. The mighty hand of God is moved by
earnest intercession on the behalf of others.

Harboring hidden sin blocks one’s relationship with God and
hinders effective prayer. “If I regard iniquity in my heart, the Lord
will not hear me” (Psalm 66:18). The same applies if we “ask
amiss” with wrong, selfish motives (James 4:3). Allowing doubt
and unbelief to take root is another hindrance to prayer. Do we
really believe that God is able and that nothing is too hard for Him?

David said, “This poor man cried, and the LorD heard him, and
saved him out of all his troubles.” We can be sure that our loving
heavenly Father cares about us and knows our needs even before
we ask. God does hear and answer our prayers if we call upon Him
with a sincere, surrendered heart, but His ways are always beyond
our limited understanding.

Mark Kropf - Halsey, OR

God is more interested in making us what we should be,
than in giving us what we think we should have.
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Read: Matt. 6:25-34, Luke 10:38-42 Sunday, Feb. 9
Don’t Worry

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness, and
all these things shall be added unto you. - Matthew 6:33

hen someone is anxious, we might try to encourage them by

saying “Don’t worry.” Probably all of us worry about things,
and Jesus understood how difficult it is not to worry. He spoke
various words of reassurance in today’s Bible reading. Jesus said
that our heavenly Father knows exactly what we need. Instead of
being anxious, we should trust God and devote ourselves to doing
His will. Then we can have confidence that our Father will care
for us as He cares for the birds of the air, which don’t sow or reap.
Since God cares for all other creatures, He surely cares for us.

If we persist in worrying, we will soon be discouraged and
complaining. God wants us to lay down our worrying and look
to Him in faith. When we realize God’s greatness and His unlim-
ited power, it will help us to be thankful and praise Him for His
marvelous provisions. We will do this even when going through
afflictions and difficulties. We will rejoice in the assurance that He
knows all about our needs. If we are trusting Him and clinging to
Him, we can be confident that Heaven will be our home. There all
our hardships and sufferings will be gone forever.

When Jesus visited the home of Mary and Martha, Mary sat
at His feet and heard His words, but Martha was “cumbered about
much serving.” Jesus said that Martha was “careful and troubled
about many things” but that Mary had chosen the “good part.” We
should not be slothful in doing our work, but our devotion to God
should come first. And rather than worrying about things, let’s take
time to sit at Jesus’ feet by reading His Word and hearing what He
tells us.

Benuel Glick - Palmer, MA

He who worries does not trust; he who trusts does not worry.
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Monday, Feb. 10 Read: Romans 5
Unconditional Eternal Salvation

But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. - Romans 5:8

he provision for fallen man’s salvation could be made only by

a supernatural work of the triune God—the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. Man’s sinful state made him utterly unable
and unqualified to redeem himself and restore his relationship with
God. This sinful carnal nature has been passed on to every human
born into the world, and all are doomed to eternal death because
of their sins. “For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of
God” (Romans 3:23).

Yet God decreed that the seed of the woman would provide
a way of restoration for humanity (Genesis 3:15). Man made no
contribution to the perfect life of Christ or to His untiring service
to sin-laden men. Nor did man have any part in Christ’s amazing
love as He suffered unjustly and made the ultimate, spotless sacrifice
of His own blood as an offering for man’s sin. God saw the travail
of His soul and was satisfied (Isaiah 53:11).

Jesus’ sacrificial work took away the sin of the world as an
unconditional act of God’s love for mankind. It avails for every
innocent child as well as for anyone who believes from every nation,
kindred, and tongue in the whole world. This eternal salvation was
planned before the foundation of the world (1 Peter 1:19-20), and it
required a supernatural Savior, born of a virgin by the Holy Spirit.
Salvation is unconditional in that we need not meet any condition
to be worthy of it, because Christ died for us “while we were yet
sinners.” We sometimes sing, “Salvation full, salvation free, must
come alone through thee.” Today the universal invitation is, “Come;
for all things are now ready” (Luke 14:17).

Daniel Stauffer - Ephrata, PA

The offer of salvation became available to
all men when Jesus rose from the dead.
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Read: 1 Thessalonians 1 Tuesday, Feb. 11
Conditional Eternal Salvation

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. - Romans 10:9

hough salvation is unconditional in that there are no conditions

for deserving it, God did attach conditions to receiving this
wonderful gift. I need to confess the Lord Jesus and believe in
His resurrection as stated in today’s key verse. These conditions
have several implications: admitting that I am a sinner in need of
a Savior, submitting to Jesus as my Lord, and availing myself of
His resurrection power. That power will transform my life, make
me a child of God, and enable me to live as I should.

The unconditional grace that brings salvation is not a license
to “continue in sin, that grace may abound” (Romans 6:1). Rather,
grace teaches us to deny selfish desires and to live “soberly, right-
eously, and godly, in this present world” (Titus 2:12). Today’s Bible
reading shows how greatly the Gospel had changed the lives of the
Thessalonian believers. Their “work of faith, and labour of love,
and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ” were all evidences
of their “election of God.” They had received the Word in much
affliction and joy. This affliction was both an inward struggle for
victory over sin, and an outward struggle as they suffered persecu-
tion for Christ’s sake.

The Thessalonian believers had turned from idols to serve the
true God, which was a condition of their salvation. They could not
have been saved if they had continued serving idols. Now they
needed to wait for Christ’s return from Heaven to judge all people
according to their works. The condition for being saved on that
day is to “be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without
spot, and blameless” (2 Peter 3:14).

Daniel Stauffer - Ephrata, PA

God unconditionally provides salvation for all men, and my work
WOf faith, labor of love, and patience of hope complete it for me.
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Wednesday, Feb. 12 Read: Luke 7:11-17, Acts 9:32-43
Weeping Widows and Willows

Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, To
visit the fatherless and widows in their affliction ... - James 1:27

hat do weeping widows and weeping willows have in com-

mon? [ well remember the weeping willow trees of my
boyhood days, growing around the farm pond and along the stream
in the pasture. These trees have trunks and main branches similar
to oaks. But from the branches grow long, thin, drooping withes
covered with narrow leaves, which give the tree a “weeping” appear-
ance. Tradition has it that these were the trees along the rivers of
Babylon where the Jews in captivity hung their harps. The captors
required of them a song; but because of their grief in this strange
land, far away from their beloved Jerusalem, the captives refused
to comply. (See Psalm 137.)

The drooping branches of weeping willows give the impres-
sion of being bowed down with sorrow. Weeping widows weep
because they are bereaved of their husbands, so both pictures can
be said to represent grief. The Bible nowhere tells us to cut off the
drooping branches from willow trees to change their appearance.
But it does have commands and principles that call us to relieve
the grief of widows.

Today’s key verse tells us to visit “widows in their affliction.”
The Greek word for visit does not simply mean “to go and see”;
it means “to look after; relieve.” To personally visit widows will
generally lift their spirits and help to relieve their loneliness. It
is even better to do things for them in and around the house, send
cards and letters, and make phone calls to encourage them. Small
gifts or monetary donations will cheer them also. May our humble
testimony be like Job’s: “And I caused the widow’s heart to sing
for joy” (Job 29:13).

Dennis Martin - Smithville, TN

May weeping willows
remind us of our obligation to weeping widows.
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Read: 1 Tim. 6:6-16, Phil. 4:4-12 Thursday, Feb. 13
Bigger, Better, More

Let your conversation be without covetousness;
and be content with such things as ye have. - Hebrews 13:5

One year the tangle of wild blackberry vines along our creek
yielded a bumper crop. I eagerly gathered what I could pick
from the lower vines, but it appeared that the biggest and best berries
were higher up, out of reach. A stepladder allowed access, but my
high-level harvest took an inordinate amount of time for the few
berries actually gathered. And those berries turned out to be not
nearly as luscious as they had appeared from below. Getting off
my ladder, I noticed that the very lowest vines, in the shade right
at my feet, were loaded with good berries. I had missed what was
obvious and nearby while focusing on the distant.

How often do we miss the blessings right at our feet as we gaze
into the world, longing for bigger, better, and more of the things
we think will satisfy? The best things in life are not things, yet so
often we overlook the importance of the spiritual and focus on the
physical. “He with the most toys wins!” was a bumper sticker that
at one time seemed quite silly, but how many people pursue that
phrase as a lifestyle? It is said that people buy things they don’t
need with money they don’t have to impress people they don’t like.
Does that describe us?

Instead of pursuing bigger, better, and more things, let’s strive
for a bigger heart of compassion for the needy, a better understand-
ing of God’s will for our life, and a more earnest love for our Savior
who suffered and died to redeem us. This will not fill our barns
or our bank accounts, but it certainly will bless us with joy, peace,
and contentment that nothing physical can ever provide. Then we
will truly have the best.

Pete Lewis - Halsey, OR
When goods increase, they are increased that eat them:

and what good is there to the owners thereof, saving the
beholding of them with their eyes? - Ecclesiastes 5:11
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Friday, Feb. 14 Read: Titus 3
Maintaining Our Faith

And let ours also learn to maintain good works for
necessary uses, that they be not unfruitful. - Titus 3:14

In my youth it was common to see a road grader on a gravel road,
smoothing the surface or cleaning out the ditches. This was done
to maintain the roads and keep the countryside looking good. The
trash, sticks, and unwanted dirt would pile up if not removed. What
are some tools we can use to maintain and sustain our faith? First
might be the tool of thankfulness. Getting up in the morning, I like
to thank God for the night’s rest and ask Him to help me do my best.
A second tool is “the whole armour of God,” by which we can
“stand against the wiles of the devil.” The Greek word for “wiles”
1s methodias, the source of the English word “methods.” We must
have the whole armor of God “lest Satan should get an advantage of
us: for we are not ignorant of his devices” (2 Corinthians 2:11). The
whole armor consists of truth, righteousness, peace, faith, salvation,
the Word of God, prayer, and watchfulness (Ephesians 6:11-18).
Another maintenance tool is to study the Word and apply the
Scriptures in practical ways. Religion is a worthy garment for a
man, but it becomes a deceptive cloak if his life does not match his
profession. Living by the teachings of Christ is part of this tool; His
instructions are not suggestions but commands from God. Jesus
said, “If ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15).
Family devotions and personal Bible reading are other tools
greatly useful in maintaining the Christian faith. The same is true
of having fellowship with other believers and of singing and pray-
ing with grace in our hearts to the Lord. By all these tools we are
continually sanctified through God’s truth, for His Word is truth.

Wayne Miller - Millersburg, OH

] he only place success comes before work is in the dictionary.

One Year Bible Reading Plan: Matthew 27:32-66, Leviticus 18-19



Read: 2 Kings 4:1-7, Luke 7:36-50 Saturday, Feb. 15
Two Women’s Debts and Our Debt

And he said, Go, sell the oil, and pay thy debt,
and live thou and thy children of the rest. - 2 Kings 4:7

n today’s Bible reading about the poor widow who came to Elisha,

let us see ourselves as debtors coming to Christ. We can have
our sin debt paid by receiving salvation through Jesus, but we must
hold this gift in high regard. We cannot expect to have our debt
forgiven and then be free to live as we please. Instead, we should
do as the woman did in the second reading—sincerely repent of
our sins and love Jesus “much.”

In slave days, some who received their freedom were willing
to serve their master for the rest of their life. That is the kind of
gratitude we should have toward the One who died that we might
be set free from our debt of sin that we could not pay. We should
be so full of gratitude that we will serve Him as long and as faith-
fully as we can.

This is certainly reasonable. Our heavenly Father loved us so
much that He sent His Son to die an agonizing death for our for-
giveness. “And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled him-
self, and became obedient unto death, even the death of the cross”
(Philippians 2:8). What incredible love! When we consider all that
Christ did for us, we realize that we owe Him every moment of our
life, and we will do all we can in gratitude for His gracious love.

Christ was willing to pay our debt even though His suffering
was just as great as it would have been for us. After the widow
had money to pay her debt, she and her children were able to live
on “the rest” for a time. And because Christ paid our sin debt, we
will be able to live with Him forever.

Fred Beachy - Crofton, KY

Jesus paid it all! All to Him I owe. - Elvina M. Hall
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Sunday, Feb. 16 Read: Ephesians 6:1-18
The Forecast

Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able
to stand against the wiles of the devil. - Ephesians 6:11

One weekend in January, the forecast was for 8 to 16 inches of
snow on Saturday, blowing snow on Sunday, and wind chills
below 0°F. A young man wanted to spend the weekend with friends
1'5 hours away from home. “Do you have boots and a shovel in
your car?” asked Mother. He replied, “A shovel is too big for the
car, and why would I need boots? What would my friends think?”
“You should be prepared in this kind of weather. Won’t you take
them along?” Mother pleaded. “Y-e-e-s ... for your peace of mind,
[ will,” he promised.

In the spiritual realm, do you know what the “weather forecast”
i1s? Are you prepared for the storms of life? “It always happens to
someone else.” Do you expect to manage without God? “Religion
doesn’t fit my lifestyle. I can handle anything.” Are you afraid your
friends might laugh and say, “What, you’re not going with us?”

You can prepare for the future regardless of forecasts or other
people’s opinions. By becoming a servant of Jesus Christ, you can
survive the “winter weather” of this life and safely reach Heaven.
With the armor of God you can withstand the “winds” of Satan and
the “blowing snow” of this world.

The armor of God includes having the “insulating warmth” of
truth around our loins, and having the breastplate or vest of right-
eousness protecting our soul. On our feet we have the “boots” of
preparation to proclaim the Gospel. We also have the shield of
faith, the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit to resist
the attacks of Satan. The Lord’s forecast is 100% accurate. “For
the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord” (Romans 6:23).

Glenn Zimmerman - East Earl, PA

For storms of life protection
we must follow Christ’s direction.
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Read: Matthew 18:1-14 Monday, Feb. 17
Trapped!

Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut them
off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee to enter into
life halt or maimed, rather than having two hands or two
feet to be cast into everlasting fire. - Matthew 18:8

As 27-year-old Aron Ralston explored the Bluejohn Canyon
in Utah, an 800-pound boulder dislodged and fell, pinning
Aron’s right wrist to the canyon wall. After being trapped for five
days with little to eat or drink, Aron cut off his forearm with a dull
pocketknife, using tubing from his water bottle to make a tourniquet.
He then walked six miles toward his car and was finally rescued.

Aron took drastic action to save his life. He was fortunate in
many ways. His hand was trapped, not his head or chest. He did
not bleed to death when he cut off his arm. He still had enough
strength to escape the canyon. He was fortunate to meet someone
who could help him.

If we are trapped by a sinful habit, we also need to take drastic
action. As Jesus said in today’s Bible reading, we should remove
anything that might lead us into sin. It is not the hands, feet, or
eyes that are to blame, because they cannot think for themselves.
It is rather our mind and spirit that must be cut off from the things
that entice us to sin.

Like Aron, we must act in due time. We cannot afford to linger
around the thing that has trapped us. If we hesitate too long, we
will die spiritually. Jesus, the greatest Liberator, has “given unto us
exceeding great and precious promises: that by these [we] might be
partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that
is in the world through lust” (2 Peter 1:4).

Lester M. Burkholder - Myerstown, PA

Glorious freedom, wonderful freedom,
No more in chains of sin I repine!
Jesus the glorious Emancipator,
Now and forever He shall be mine. - Haldor Lillenas
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Tuesday, Feb. 18 Read: John 14:1-27
Peace

Peace I leave with you, my peace I give unto you:
not as the world giveth, give I unto you. - John 14:27

In today’s Bible reading, Jesus offered peace to His disciples
at a very troubling time—when He was about to leave them!
Peace is not the mere absence of strife, conflict, or physical pain,
but rather a heart fully trusting in God and resting in Him. If we
profess Christianity but lack real peace in our heart, it will be a
hindrance to us. What Gospel message can we offer to the lost? A
lack of peace among believers is also a hindrance because it gives
the enemy an occasion to reproach the Gospel.

A peaceful person is “easy to be intreated” (James 3:17). If we
are called in question and we become defensive, we give evidence
that the peace of God is lacking in our heart. A peaceful person will
have a controlled mind and tongue. He will be careful not to put
a stumbling block in his brother’s way. The peace of God in our
heart will help to maintain our composure and keep us from going
to pieces when trying circumstances confront us.

Rest, tranquility, and a free conscience are available to everyone
because Christ has “made peace through the blood of his cross”
(Colossians 1:20). The true peace of God comes by knowing that
nothing stands between us and God, our fellow Christians, or our
neighbors. It is not just a nibble but rather a full-course meal of
complete satisfaction and rest in the soul.

God’s peace provides freedom in difficult times and in all our
stressful and troublesome situations. Believing that our sovereign
God controls all the circumstances of life provides security and
peace that no one but His children can experience. May God grant us
the peace that comes only by full surrender to His will and purpose.

Denver Yoder - Somerset, OH

Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed on thee: because he trusteth in thee. - isaiah 26:3
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Read: Matthew 23:1-23 Wednesday, Feb. 19
Focus on Principles or Applications?

For men shall be lovers of their own selves ... having a form of
godliness, but denying the power thereof. - 2 Timothy 3:2, 5

young man told me in detail about his home congregation,

giving particular emphasis to its strict set of rules. However,
not once did he comment on his personal relationship with the Lord.
While applications of Bible principles are essential for spiritual sur-
vival and growth, our focus should go beyond these applications to
the principles that they are based on. A focus on principles will build
a church, whereas an inordinate focus on applications will build a
culture—a mistake made by the Pharisees of Jesus’ day. For them,
the letter of the law had replaced the spirit of the law, sacrifice had
replaced mercy, and dead formalism had replaced real faith in God.

The error of the Pharisees became clearly evident one Sabbath
when a man with a withered hand came to the synagogue. The
Pharisees asked Jesus, “Is it lawful to heal on the sabbath days?
that they might accuse him” (Matthew 12:10). Jesus replied, “It
is lawful to do well on the sabbath days,” and then He healed the
withered hand. This so infuriated the Pharisees that they held a
council to plot how they might destroy Jesus.

Living in victory and holiness requires a willing submission
to the principles of God’s Word. Local churches need to make
applications of those principles in a society that is continually
drifting farther away from God. Although applications may vary,
the principles never change. If we struggle with applications of
Scriptural teachings made by a spiritual brotherhood, let’s take a
close look at those principles and see how well we align with them.
Let’s not make the same mistake that the Pharisees did.

Pete Lewis - Halsey, OR
For when for the time ye ought to be teachers,

ye have need that one teach you again which be the
first principles of the oracles of God. - Hebrews 5:12
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Thursday, Feb. 20 Read: Matt. 15:10-20, James 3:5-12
Above All Things—Right Words

But above all things, my brethren, swear not ...
but let your yea be yea,; and your nay, nay, lest
ve fall into condemnation. - James 5:12

he phrase “above all things” appears four times in the Bible.

James used it in today’s key verse, showing how important
our words are. And today’s Bible reading addresses our speech at
length. Think of what a wonderful thing human speech is. Some
years after the Flood, a large group of people agreed to build a city
and a great tower. God was displeased with the project and said,
“Let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may
not understand one another’s speech” (Genesis 11:7). Without ready
communication, the people stopped their work and were scattered
over the earth.

We know that speech has great power for good or evil, to help or
to hinder. Saying a few right words can tremendously lift the spirit
of a person who is discouraged. Saying a few wrong words can
seriously cast down the mood of a person who is having a good day.

Jesus talked about the importance of our words. He said, “Every
idle word that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof
in the day of judgment. For by thy words thou shalt be justified,
and by thy words thou shalt be condemned” (Matthew 12:36-37).
James wrote, “Let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow
to wrath” (James 1:19). So the saying “Think before you speak” is
good advice! Once words are spoken, they can never be unspoken.

David prayed, “Let the words of my mouth, and meditation of
my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O LorD, my strength, and my
redeemer” (Psalm 19:14). Let’s appreciate the ability to commu-
nicate with our fellow humans, and remember the great potential
for good or evil that our words have today.

Paul Yoder - Gap Mills, WV

. Talk about others the way you want others to talk about you.

"
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Read: 1 Cor. 13, 1 John 4:7-21 Friday, Feb. 21
Above All Things—Love

And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves:
for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. - 1 Peter 4:8

How would you answer if someone asked you, “What is the
single most important thing in the Christian life?” When Jesus
was asked a similar question, He answered, “The first of all the
commandments is, ... Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all
thy heart. ... And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love
thy neighbour as thyself” (Mark 12:29-31). Peter’s answer is in
today’s key verse, and it agrees with what Jesus said. This is the
only time Peter used the phrase “above all things.” In 1 Corinthians
13 we also see the supreme importance of love.

The heart of God is to love, which results in giving. “For God
so loved ... that he gave ...” says John 3:16, the best-known verse
in the Bible. Today’s Bible reading in 1 John tells us, “We love
him, because he first loved us. If a man say, [ love God, and hateth
his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he
hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?”

Did you ever stop and think what life would be like if everyone
truly loved everyone else? There would be no stealing or killing.
The various groups of doctors, scientists, and politicians would all
work together for the well-being of mankind, rather than looking
out for their own self-interests and condemning each other. What
great things could be accomplished!

Is that an impossible dream? Probably so, in the present world
and time. But while we cannot expect to change the whole world,
we are called to radiate God’s love everywhere we go. In this way
we can at least change the world for the people around us.

Paul Yoder - Gap Mills, WV

Love worketh no ill to his neighbour: therefore
love is the fulfilling of the law. - Romans 13:10
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Saturday, Feb. 22 Read: Titus 1
Molly the Tailbearer

A talebearer revealeth secrets: but he that is of
a faithful spirit concealeth the matter. - Proverbs 11:13

Molly was a peaceful cow that spent many hours eating grass
or chewing her cud in the meadow. When her master called,
she obediently came to the barn to be milked and gave several
gallons of milk every day. While being milked, she stood quietly
eating the hay and grain placed before her. She did not kick or
bawl loudly as some of the other cows did. She was an ideal cow
except for one habit.

Molly was a tailbearer. She would swish her tail wildly at every
real or imaginary fly. As she did so, the end of her tail would hit
Mr. Brown in the face while he milked her, stinging his ears and
sometimes causing a stench in his nostrils. Mr. Brown sometimes
told Molly not to swing her tail, and sometimes he would restrain
her from doing so. One day Mr. Brown finally had enough. He
trimmed the tail shorter.

Leviticus 19:16 says, “Thou shalt not go up and down as a tale-
bearer among thy people.” In Proverbs we read that a talebearer
reveals secrets (key verse) and causes wounds (18:8). “Where there
is no talebearer, the strife ceaseth” (Proverbs 26:20).

God created cows with tails so they can defend themselves
against flies and other pests. He also gave man the ability to tell
tales. But tails and tales are two different things. Some tales are
instructive, like parables. Other tales are useless and silly, like tall
tales and fairy tales or like the “Jewish fables” in today’s Bible
reading. Constructive tales inform the mind or gladden the heart.
Destructive tales sting the hearer and wound the victim. God created
our voices so we can tell edifying tales and encourage one another.

Lester M. Burkholder - Myerstown, PA

Listen not to a talebearer or slanderer, for he telleth
thee nothing out of goodwill; but as he discovereth of
the secrets of others, so he will of thine in turn. - Socrates
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Read: Genesis 6 Sunday, Feb. 23
The Faith of Noah

By faith Noah ... prepared an ark
to the saving of his house. - Hebrews 11:7

he story of Noah makes me wonder about my own faith. Would

I have believed that God would destroy the whole world and
all mankind with a flood of water? Would I have believed that God
would save my family when the flood came? Would I have obeyed
God’s command to build an ark? That’s how Noah responded.
“Thus did Noah; according to all that God commanded him, so did
he” (Genesis 6:22).

Even today, as before the biblical flood, the world is over-
whelmed by Satan’s influence and evil. Many are perishing spiritu-
ally because man’s wickedness is “great in the earth,” and because
his imaginations and thoughts are “only evil continually” (Genesis
6:5). Is there a way to maintain faith in God amid the rampant
wickedness in our day? Can we be saved from future “drowning”
with the wicked? How can godly people survive?

Praise the Lord! He has provided an ark that will save our souls
from the wickedness around us and from His coming judgment on
the unrepentant. Faith in and obedience to His Son Jesus is the only
way to gain eternal life and reach Heaven in the end. He is our
ark of safety from the temptations, persecutions, and evils of this
present day. Do we have faith to believe God’s promise? “Lord, I
believe; help thou mine unbelief” (Mark 9:24). Even if everyone
else turns against God—*“Help thou mine unbelief.”

We also need faith and compassion to help others flee to safety
in the Ark, Jesus Christ, the hope of eternal salvation. For God will
certainly rain judgment on the world, flooding it with His wrath and
casting sin, Satan, and all evil into the lake of fire. “Lord, ... help
thou mine unbelief,” and help me reach out to others.

Glenn Zimmerman - East Earl, PA

Increase my faith, dear Lord, I pray ...
And make me stronger day by day. - Henry VanHoose
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Monday, Feb. 24 Read: Ecclesiastes 12
Remember Thy Creator

To every thing there is a season, and a time to
every purpose under the heaven. - Ecclesiastes 3:1

Even before we are born, God knows how long we will live in
this present world. In childhood, youth, and young adulthood,
most people are in the prime of their abilities. Today’s Bible reading
describes how those abilities decline as we age. We need to remem-
ber our Creator before the decline starts, and continue drawing close
to Him as it progresses. Afflictions, adversities, and tragic events
can enhance our longing to leave this earth for a better place. Woe
to those who are so content with their present home that they have
little interest in a heavenly home!

After God created the world, He saw that everything was very
good (Genesis 1:31). “He hath made every thing beautiful in his
time: also he hath set the world in their heart, so that no man can
find out the work that God maketh from the beginning to the end”
(Ecclesiastes 3:11). It is not that we love the world in our hearts,
but that we love Him who created a beautiful world for us to enjoy.
We should give our full adoration to the Creator and always seek
to bring glory to His name.

According to Ecclesiastes 3:1-8, there is a time for everything:
“A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to
pluck up;” and so on. Verse 9 asks, “What profit hath he that worketh
in that wherein he laboureth?” In other words, since everything
operates by a fixed plan, what profit is there in laboring to change
anything? The answer is that while we do need to labor for our
own benefit, we must also glorify our Creator as long as He lends us
breath to do so. There is no room for self-glorying or selfish living.

Fred Beachy - Crofton, KY

Serve the LORD with gladness: come before his presence
with singing. Know ye that the LORD he is God.: it is he
that hath made us, and not we ourselves. - Psaim 100:2-3
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Read: Acts 11:1-18 Tuesday, Feb. 25
Who Am I to Withstand God?
What was I, that I could withstand God? - Acts 11:17

nActs 1-9, the early church consisted only of believers who were

Jews or Jewish proselytes. But things changed dramatically in
Acts 10. God worked through Cornelius and Peter to open the
Gospel to the Gentiles, even though Peter struggled with doubts
about God’s plan. Peter’s Jewish background did not fade easily,
but God clearly led him step by step.

In today’s Bible reading, the Jews at Jerusalem demanded an
explanation. How could it be right for Jews to have fellowship
with Gentiles? So Peter rehearsed the matter, describing his vision
of unclean animals and then the unusual visitors from Caesarea.
Most likely he recounted Cornelius’ side of the story too, before
describing how the Gentiles had received the Holy Ghost. Finally
he asked the question in today’s key verse.

In other words, Peter had been mostly a bystander as God
accomplished His amazing work. Jesus had already died for all
men; now the Christians just needed to recognize it. No man could
withstand the work of God, as the Jewish Christians at Jerusalem
came to see after Peter’s explanation. Even Gamaliel, the great
Jewish rabbi, once said, “If it be of God, ye cannot overthrow it;
lest haply ye be found even to fight against God” (Acts 5:39).

The Lord needs faithful, well-grounded men today. But often
we have viewpoints too narrow to include the perspective of our
God, who sees the big picture. Will we try to limit God, or will
we live by faith? Peter stands in a long line of men who faithfully
filled their role in God’s kingdom in their day. Let us seek to extend
the same kingdom in our own era and area, always being careful
not to withstand God.

Leroy Amstutz - Hope, IN

Before Jehovah's awful throne, Ye nations, bow with sacred joy,
Know that the Lord is God alone: He can create, and He destroy.

- Isaac Watts
11929
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Wednesday, Feb. 26 Read: 1 Peter 2
Making Men God-Conscious

Let your light so shine before men, that they may
see your good works, and glorify your Father
which is in heaven. - Matthew 5:16

wo men were traveling by car to a church convention. As they

approached a certain business owned by a Christian, they saw
a modestly dressed employee in the parking lot. Immediately they
slowed down and pulled in. The men said that by the appearance of
the worker, they knew that here they could engage in spiritual con-
versation and perhaps receive answers to some questions they had.

Making men God-conscious is a mission to which we Christians
are called. Jesus said that we are the light of the world and that
we should let our light shine (Matthew 5:14-16). In today’s Bible
reading, verse 9 tells us that it’s our duty as God’s special people
to show forth God’s praises (virtues, excellencies) as we walk in
His marvelous light.

It is imperative that first of all, we are God-conscious ourselves.
What floods our mind when we awake in the morning? Is it the
pressing duties of the day, or is it thoughts of God and His good-
ness? Do we read His Word and pray? If we are not God-conscious
ourselves, it is highly unlikely that we will be effective in making
others God-conscious.

God is love. Do we let His love flow through us and express
itself with smiles and cheery words of greeting? Are we quick to
speak of God’s love to others, and encourage them to respond pos-
itively to His love through Christ to experience salvation? God is
also light, and we have been lightened by Him. Do we let our light
shine by our words, actions, and appearance? Can God count on
me to make people God-conscious today? Ifnot, I am failing Him
and those whom I encounter.

Dennis Martin - Smithville, TN
Making men God-conscious is part of a Christian's high calling.
11798 -
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Read: Eph. 5:1-12, Psa. 127 Thursday, Feb. 27
Guard Your Children

Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary
the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about,
seeking whom he may devour. - 1 Peter 5:8

arning: A Mountain Lion Has Recently Been Sighted Here.

Do Not Leave Children Unsupervised!” This ominous sign
greeted our family when we arrived at Alsea Falls for a picnic lunch
and afternoon hike. We were deep in the Siuslaw National Forest
of Oregon’s Coast Range Mountains, where the dense timber and
abundant wildlife provide cover and food for these big cats.

While attacks by wild Oregon cats are few, there is a “cat” that
for years has taken a staggering toll among children and youth. It
is the devil, who is pictured in today’s key verse as a ravenous lion.
Today this enemy of our souls is presenting the world’s ungodly
values as the only reasonable norm, portraying violence as justi-
fiable, rebellion as commendable independence, and immorality
as harmless pleasure. Satan promotes greed, self-exaltation, and
dishonesty as the only way to achieve the American dream of life,
liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.

Our archenemy has many degenerate accomplices in his quest
for victims, including those who endorse alcohol, narcotics, to-
bacco, pornography, and the ungodly movements that are popular
in modern society. The corrupt news media and the decadent world
of so-called entertainment wholeheartedly employ similar filth in
an attempt to legitimize these abominations.

Parents, we must guard our children! Do we let the enemy’s
propaganda come right into our homes, naively thinking that our
spirituality will cancel out the degrading influence? Are we asleep?
In his campaign to corrupt innocent minds, Satan is making an on-
going, front-line assault in an intense spiritual warfare. The threat
to every young person is far greater than that of a wild Oregon cat.

Pete Lewis - Halsey, OR

Bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord. - Eph. 6:4

One Year Bible Reading Plan: Mark 7:1-13, Numbers 18-20



Friday, Feb. 28 Read: Proverbs 24:13-34
Neglect

I went by the field of the slothful ... and, lo, it was all grown over
with thorns, and nettles had covered the face thereof, and the
stone wall thereof was broken down. - Proverbs 24:30-31

One day I passed by an old farmstead and observed its deplorable
condition. The roof of the barn was partially blown off. The
barn had leaning walls, broken windows, and sagging doors. The
house looked much the same, and a few old cars sat in tall weeds
that mostly hid the other unsightly junk.

If we neglect our walk with God, our spiritual life will soon
become as unsightly as the old farmstead. When we become
complacent, our roof begins to leak. Structural damage may not
be immediately noticeable, but with time the results of neglect are
sure to show.

A partially missing roof could indicate a life not under God’s
approval. Slowly but surely, this will cause our spiritual protection
to diminish. Leaning walls could indicate a poor foundation due to
a spirit out of tune with God. These walls suggest careless habits,
weak convictions, and failure to give God first place. “But seek ye
first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness” (Matthew 6:33).

Broken windows may symbolize casual attitudes toward winds
of change that can carry undesirable influences into our life. They
may also suggest neglecting to guard the window of our heart (our
eyes), which can lead to unwholesome thoughts and desires. Sag-
ging doors could represent failing to try the spirits, thus leaving the
door of the heart open to false doctrines and whims of change. Old
cars in tall weeds could symbolize carelessness in full bloom and
unconcern about the results. The solution? “Return unto the Lorp,
and he will have mercy ... and to our God, for he will abundantly
pardon” (Isaiah 55:7).

Denver Yoder - Somerset, OH

Sow to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercy, break up
your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the LORD. - Hosea 10:12
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Faith of Our Fathers

Faith of our fathers! living still

In epite of dungeon, fire, and sword;
O how our hearts beat high with joy
Whene’er we hear that glorious word!

Our fathers, chained in prisons dark,
Were still in heart and conscience free:
How sweet would be their children’s fate,
If they, like them, could die for theel

Faith of our fathers, we will strive

To win our neighbors unto thee;

And through the truth that comes from God
Believing they shall then be free.

Faith of our fathers! we will love

Both friend and foe in all our strife;

And preach thee, too, as love knows how,
By kindly words and virtuous life;

Chorus:
Faith of our fathers! holy faith!
We will be true to thee till death!

by Frederick W. Faber (1849)



Dear Friend

May joy be in your heart today

A joy that things of earth can't sway
A joy that freely bubbles forth

An understanding of your worth. ..
For in God’s eyes

[£’s not your size

Or any outward measure,

Oh, perish worldly treasurel

God needs your heart prepared and bent
To do His will where're tis sent

A joyful face that does display

An inner joy each passing day

New strength to find,

And peace in kind—

A heart that grows more lofty

And forfeits all that’s haughty.

Leave pride and grudge and sinful past
Come joy and hope which turns at last
Into a song which never ends—

Not feelings, but the truth that sends
You back to God

And to His Word.

Anticipation glorious,

For Heaven doth await us.



This earth is just a testing ground
For us to spread God’s love around.
And being filled with righteousness—
His mercies new, His grace no less—
Your heart bring near

Our joy to share,

For we are His own treasure,

Enjoying His good pleasure.

Then shout and sing and lift your voice,
And make a very joyful noise,
Blending in one with angels’ song,

And look for Heav'n where we belong.

(to encourage you)

by Jonathan Hershberger



Reader Responses

I start each day with my Bible and Beside the Still Waters de-

votional. Many of the lessons help me to understand Scripture
verses more clearly. Thank you for sending the devotionals to
me. God’s blessings to all who contribute to the publication of
this wonderful devotion. I also like the new covers! - Arkansas

It's amazing how often the devotional speaks to the needs of
the day! Thanks for all your hard work to meet the deadlines,
from one who doesn't like deadlines. - Montana

I've been receiving these devotions for many years. I want you
to know that they have fed and sustained me spiritually with the
Word of God every morning. I can’t thank you enough for your
love and prayers and those ready-made meals. - Georgia

We surely hope it was the oversight of multiple editors that our
dear elderly were referred to as “over the hill” in the Oct. 15
devotional. This can be said jokingly to one another, but such a
phrase in a devotional? ... Our elderly are valued beyond com-
parison for their stability in the church and community. - Penn-
sylvania

Your literature helped me through my darkest days. It has been
three years since I was released from prison and you're still
helping me move forward in a positive direction. I have been
sober since my arrest in 2019. With over five years of sobriety
behind me I am finally free! Thank you so much for finding me.
- Virginia

I have truly enjoyed your devotionals that I receive every 2
months. Some days it’s like I was supposed to read the very
thing that is in the morning devotional. It's been a blessing to
me. Keep up God’s work! - Kentucky



Jesus Died For You!

No matter who you are or what you’ve done, God loves you so much that He was willing
to send His only Son to die a cruel death for you. He is offering you the gift of salvation.
Won't you accept it? (John 3:16)

Are you tired of living a defeated life of sin? Do you want to spend eternity in Heaven with
the Lord? Are you afraid to die? Do you feel lost? Maybe you live a decent life, avoiding
terrible sins, but have never received Christ as your Savior. You need to be born again!
Follow the steps below. (John 3:3)

1. Believe. (John 11:25-26, 40)
Believe that God is and that He loves you. Believe that Christ died for your sins. Believe
that He rose from the dead. Believe that He will forgive all sin if we ask Him.

2. Recognize that you are a sinner. (Romans 3:23, Isaiah 53:6)
No one is free from sin. We are born with a sinful nature. Unless you believe you're a
sinner, you cannot be born again.

3. Repent. (Matthew 4:17)
You must be truly sorry for your sins and have a sincere desire to be free of them.

4. Pray. (1 John 1:9, Psalm 51:2-5)
Confess your sins to God and ask Him to forgive you. Give Him your heart and ask Him
to make you a new person. Promise Him that you will serve Him the rest of your life.

If you have taken these steps, you can be assured that your sins are forgiven and you are
a child of God as long as you remain faithful. Don’t judge your experience by what you
feel. Today you may feel emotionally stirred, but tomorrow Satan will try to discourage you.

After you have been born again, you will want to:

1. Forsake sin. (Romans 6:1-2)
As a Christian you can no longer indulge in sin.

2. Live a changed life. (2 Corinthians 5:17)
You will want to live a different life, one of service to the One who saved you.

3. Read the Bible and pray. (Matthew 7:7-8, 2 Timothy 3:16-17)
To live the Christian life, you must spend much time reading the Bible and talking to
the Lord in prayer.

4. Find a church. (Hebrews 10:25)
To remain faithful and maintain your walk with the Lord, you need to fellowship with
other Christians. Seek to join yourself to a church that believes and practices the Bible.

5. Be baptized. (Acts 2:41)
Baptism is the outward sign and testimony of what has happened in your heart.

6. Tell others. (Luke 12:8-9, Mark 5:19)
Tell others what Christ has done for you. Don’t be ashamed to confess Him as your Savior.

The Christian life is a battlefield, not a bed of roses. To be born again is only the begin-
ning. As a Christian you will face many difficult temptations. Don’t despair! The Lord has
promised that we can have victory because of the shed blood of Jesus. The Christian life
is worth the difficulties.
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Take a few minutes to pause

beside the still waters of God's Word.
Drink deeply and you will find it

cool and refreshing.
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