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We believe . . .
• the entire Bible is the inspired Word of God.  (2 Timothy 3:16-17)
• all men are guilty before God, need to repent, confess and forsake their sin, and believe 

and obey God’s Word.  (Acts 2:38, Romans 3:23, Romans 10:9)
• in believer’s baptism. (Mark 16:16)
• in nonconformity to the world.  (1 John 2:15)
• in nonresistance in all phases of life.  (Matthew 5:43-46)
• women are to wear a head covering.  (1 Corinthians 11:5)
• men are to be the spiritual leaders of the home and church.  (1 Corinthians 11:3)
• the use of radio and television is detrimental to true Christian living and must be avoided.  

(Psalm 101:3, 1 Thessalonians 5:22)
• God’s design for marriage is one man and one woman for life. Divorce and remarriage 

and other deviations from God’s design are wrong.  (Mark 10:6-12)
• it is possible to experience the new birth and later fall away and be lost. (2 Peter 2:20-22)
• it is necessary for Christians to seek to become a part of a local body of believers.  

(Hebrews 10:25, Hebrews 13:17)
• the church has the authority to make practical applications to the principles of God’s Word 

and needs to do so if it will maintain those principles in the lives of its members.  (Matthew 
16:19, Matthew 18:17, Hebrews 13:17)

This statement of belief is very brief and concise.  Some points in this statement of belief 
may be unfamiliar to some of our readers.  We encourage you to appreciate the devo-
tionals and Bible readings even if you are not in harmony with our convictions of Biblical 
truth.

The devotionals in this booklet are written by volunteers.  If you agree with the above 
statement of belief and are a member in good standing with a church that supports such 
a statement of belief with a written standard of practice, we invite you to write for Beside 
The Still Waters.  Since this booklet is often used by men or in family settings and since 
the Bible teaches that men should lead in worship (1 Timothy 2:12), we wish to have all 
the articles written by men.

Beside The Still Waters is published bimonthly by Still Waters Ministries, a nonprofit, 501(c)
(3) organization, under the direction of Cedar Springs Amish Mennonite Church.  All costs 
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Send correspondence to: 	        	  In Canada, send correspondence to:
Still Waters Ministries	 Beside the Still Waters
285 Antioch Road	 4180 Line 61 RR 1
Clarkson, KY 42726	 Milverton, ON N0K 1M0
Telephone: (270) 242-0459	 Telephone: (519) 595-3533
Fax: (270) 242-3529 	 Fax: (519) 595-3536

Board of Directors:	 Canada Board of Directors:
Nolin Yoder  (Chairman)	 Henry Weber (Chairman)
Ezra Schrock  (Vice-Chairman) 	 Paul Byler (Vice-Chairman)
Bob Velasco  (Treasurer)	 Lavon Jantzi  (Treasurer)
James Mast  (Minister Representative) 	 Perry Byler  (Minister Representative)

Editors/Reviewers: 	Henry Yoder - Clarkson, KY 
		  Marvin Eicher - Freeport, OH	 Gary Miller - Pantego, NC 
		  Roger Berry - Dayton, VA	 Jonathan Stutzman - Monticello, KY 
			    
		
				  



From the Editor:

Beautiful but Brittle
It was a beautiful row of twenty-five-year-old trees.  But they 

were simply in the wrong place, and now they needed to be removed 
so that our parking lot could be enlarged and the drainage improved.  
They had also grown up around an overhead low-voltage electric 
line.  Surprisingly, those in charge of the property had little regret for 
these trees.  They were Bradford pear trees, and despite their good 
looks, they were inherently weak.  (We plan to plant better trees.)

A large excavating machine was brought in to do the job.  It 
took a swipe at the first tree to clear the limbs from one side of the 
electric line.  There was very little resistance, just a crackling sound 
as the limbs tumbled to the ground.  Next the machine moved into 
position and pushed on the twelve-inch trunk.  Again there was a 
loud crackling sound as the trunk splintered and the tree toppled.

As the big excavator easily broke off the Bradford pear trees, I 
thought of a spiritual lesson.  These trees look nice.  For a short time 
in the spring they are covered with beautiful white blossoms.  During 
the summer their leaves are glossy dark green.  In the fall they change 
to brilliant orange/red colors.  And they have an amazing ability to 
maintain an attractive shape.  But these trees lack inner strength.  
They are weak and brittle.  When storms come, they neither stand 
firm nor bend; they simply break.  Hmm… are we ever like that?

Sometimes Christians look really nice to everyone around them, 
but they lack inner strength.  At the first sign of spiritual trouble they 
crackle, snap, and topple.  They might even look good for twenty-
five years or longer, but life does have storms that will test our in-
ner strength sooner or later.  Sometimes churches grow up like this 
as well.  They are fine until some real pressure hits, and then the 
splinters fly.

Strong trees and strong Christians have deep roots, stout trunks, 
and resilient limbs.  When storms come, they bend in the wind but stand 
firm.  Look for inner-strength-building material in this issue of BSW.

						      HY



Friday, Nov. 1 Read: Psalms 42, 43
November, Month of Cloudy Days
Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe 

in God, believe also in me. - John 14:1

November comes after October, when we greatly enjoyed the 
beauty of autumn splendor.  In many northern areas, most 

of the leaves have now fallen to the ground.  We see only bare, 
gray, dead-looking trees and branches left behind.  Overhead the 
sky seems mostly cloudy.  Around us the air is chilly.  We think, 
“If only the sun would send its bright beams and chase away the 
gloom.”  Perhaps a few questions are in order.  Except for the 
changes in nature, have our circumstances really changed?  Do we 
have fewer blessings than before?  Has the sun stopped shining?  
Has God changed?

At such times we need to reckon with the fickleness of our feel-
ings.  In today’s  Bible reading the psalmist asked the same question 
three times: “Why art thou cast down, O my soul?”  Three times 
he reminded himself that he needed to live by faith, not feelings.  
We need the same faith and patience to experience the blessing 
anticipated for those who have “suffered a while”: that God will 
“make you perfect, stablish, strengthen, settle you” (1 Peter 5:10).

The psalmist remembered, “I had gone with the multitude … 
to the house of God, with the voice of joy and praise.”  When we 
feel discouraged, we too need to remind ourselves of past blessings.  
Being thankful can help us rejoice whether we are in the lowlands 
(Jordan) or on a mountaintop (Mizar).  We know where God is, 
just as surely as we know where the sun is on an overcast day in 
November.  So when clouds hide the sun, cry out to God: “O send 
out thy light and thy truth: let them lead me.”  Then “go unto the 
altar of God, unto God my exceeding joy.”  There you will find help 
and health for your countenance!

Delmar Eby - London, KY

Faith means trusting God so fully that no matter 
how dark the day, we are sure of a bright outcome.

11488

One-year Bible reading plan: Titus 2, Jeremiah 31-32



Saturday, Nov. 2Read: Psalms 96, 97
Rejoicing in Spite of Change

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and 
again I say, Rejoice. - Philippians 4:4

Change is often unsettling, and we cannot escape it as long as 
we live.  But we can choose to accept change and ask God 

to help us see what we can learn from it.  When we acknowledge 
that God sends or at least allows changes for our own good, we 
generally receive blessings from them.  While things in this world 
are always changing, we rejoice that God Himself never changes.  
“For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are 
not consumed” (Malachi 3:6).

A change extremely hard to accept is the death of a loved one, 
especially a spouse.  At such a time we must fully depend on the 
Holy Spirit dwelling within us. He gives us power to endure even 
a change as devastating as this, and to meekly surrender our own 
desires in spite of the crushing grief.  The more willingly we submit 
to a change that God allows, the greater the blessing we will receive.  
Can we still rejoice with reverence to God’s holy name?  “Rejoice 
in the Lord, ye righteous; and give thanks at the remembrance of 
his holiness” (Psalm 97:12).

Another difficult change is the loss of good health or of valuable 
possessions.  Yet we have great reason to rejoice nevertheless as 
we consider the goodness of God.  Today’s key verse encourages 
continual rejoicing, but there are times when we are so overcome 
that we can hardly utter a prayer.  Then it is helpful to remember 
the testimony of the prophet: “Although the fig tree shall not blos-
som, neither shall fruit be in the vines; the labour of the olive shall 
fail, and the fields shall yield no meat; … Yet I will rejoice in the 
Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation” (Habakkuk 3:17-18).

Fred Beachy - Crofton, KY

Give unto the Lord the glory due unto his name; 
worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness. 

- Psalm 29:2
11442

One-year Bible reading plan: Titus 3, Jeremiah 33-35



Sunday, Nov. 3 Read: Philippians 3
Things of Greatest Value

Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency  
of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord. - Philippians 3:8

In the storeroom of our shop we have accumulated lots of things.  
Some rainy day we plan to sort the many items taking up space.  

There will be things of little value that need be discarded, but there 
will also be things of value to us that we definitely want to keep.  
Various people value different things highly, such as elegant houses, 
popular vehicles, and apparel that reflects the latest fashion.  Appar-
ently these people think the image displayed to friends or strangers 
is very important.  I ponder: What things do I value highly?  What 
should we as Christians value the most?

Physical wellness is truly a blessing.  Having a faithful marriage 
partner is a treasure beyond a price tag.  Children are a gift from the 
Lord, each one a unique miracle!  A Christian has the opportunity 
to belong to a brotherhood of believers where he finds fellowship, 
stability, and accountability for his life, which truly are blessings 
of great value.  Being able to read is another tremendous blessing, 
especially for one who is 94 years old and living alone like my 
father.  Daily reading the Word of God nurtures the soul and also 
provides good exercise for the mind.

In today’s Bible reading, the apostle Paul recounted several 
things in his own experience that might seem highly valuable.  He 
had been born in a religious setting, was well educated, and was in 
an upper class socially.  But when he saw something of much greater 
eternal value, he viewed those former values as “dung” (garbage).  
We see Paul’s new focus in verses 8-10.  To personally know Christ 
and to experience His unfathomable love is the most precious pos-
session anyone can have!  Is this what we value the most?

Daniel Schrock - Stark City, MO

And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, 
that ye might be filled with all the fulness of God. - Ephesians 3:19

11857

One-year Bible reading plan: Philemon, Jeremiah 36-37



Monday, Nov. 4Read: Matt. 27:45-60, 28:1-8
Truly the Son of God

Now when the centurion, and they that were with 
him, watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, 

and those things that were done, they feared greatly, 
saying, Truly this was the Son of God. - Matthew 27:54

The life of Jesus is truly a marvelous story.  Equally marvelous 
is His willingness to come down from Heaven to an earthly life 

of poverty, hardship, and suffering.  This speaks of the truest form 
of love ever known.  It is beyond human comprehension.

Today’s Bible reading describes some amazing things that hap-
pened, which show that Jesus truly is the Son of God.  The sun went 
dark for three hours while Jesus hung on the cross.  The heavy veil 
of the temple was torn asunder from top to bottom.  There was a 
great earthquake in which rocks were split and the bodies of saints 
were resurrected.  Finally, an angel came down from Heaven and 
opened the tomb of Jesus, and He rose from the dead!

Now let’s notice some marvelous things that had happened ear-
lier.  Jesus endured great temptation in the wilderness, yet He never 
sinned (Matthew 4:1-11).  He healed the sick, cast out demons, and 
walked on water (Matthew 14:22-36).  He was transfigured before 
three of His disciples (Matthew 17:1-9), rode into Jerusalem on 
an untrained donkey (Matthew 21:1-11), and caused a fig tree to 
wither (Matthew 21:18-19).  

 After Jesus was baptized, the Spirit of God descended on Him 
like a dove, and a voice from Heaven said, “This is my beloved 
Son, in whom I am well pleased” (Matthew 3:16-17).  What further 
testimony does anyone need?  In summary, Jesus showed Himself 
to be the ultimate teacher and the ultimate healer.  Truly Jesus is 
the Son of God!

Titus Yoder - Thorndike, ME

He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: 
and he that believeth not the Son shall not see life; 

but the wrath of God abideth on him. - John 3:36
11861

One-year Bible reading plan: Hebrews 1, Jeremiah 38-39



Tuesday, Nov. 5 Read: Rom. 13, 1 Pet. 2:13-25
Civil Government—Our Enemy?

Put them in mind to be subject to principalities and powers, to 
obey magistrates, to be ready to every good work. - Titus 3:1

The Scriptures clearly state that civil governments are ordained 
by God for His own purposes.  Evil men such as Pharaoh, 

Herod, and Nero ruled in Bible times, and such men still rule in our 
day.  Yet with the singular exception of government commands that 
expressly contradict God’s Word, we are repeatedly admonished to 
obey our rulers.  We also have specific commands to pray for them, 
intercede to God on their behalf, and even give thanks for them: 
“for kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet 
and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty” (1 Timothy 2:2).

Civil governments with wrong ideas have created horrible con-
flicts such as those in the Middle East, which have caused untold 
suffering and destruction.  Ecclesiastes 5:8 speaks of “the oppres-
sion of the poor, and violent perverting of judgment and justice 
in a province”; and such wrongdoing will undoubtedly continue 
until the end of time.  But how many harmful actions by rulers are 
consequences of people never seriously praying for them?

Rebellion is described as “the sin of witchcraft” in 1 Samuel 
15:23.  This sin involves a person’s speech and attitudes just as 
much as it involves firearms, explosives, and protests, yet a rebel 
mentality seems to be gathering momentum among professing 
Christians today.  A respectful appeal to authority is in harmony 
with Scriptures, but ridicule, harsh criticism, and disobedience are 
not.  Although the trend in modern governments does seem to be 
increasingly hostile to Christianity, shouldn’t that drive us to more 
fervent prayer rather than disrespectful criticism?  The choice is 
ours, and so are the consequences.

Pete Lewis - Halsey, OR

Render therefore unto Caesar the things which are Caesar’s; 
and unto God the things that are God’s. - Matthew 22:21

11337

One-year Bible reading plan: Hebrews 2, Jeremiah 40-42



Wednesday, Nov. 6Read: 1 John 2:12-29
Crossing Out Christ

That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, 
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him 

from the dead, thou shalt be saved. - Romans 10:9

A foreman might hand a worker a list of tools to gather and 
take to a job site.  The worker may view the list and cross out 

a certain item because he sees no use for it and does not want to 
bother toting it along.  Likewise, when some individuals are told 
that they need the Savior, they cross out Christ.  They may think 
that they are good enough without Him or that He may require too 
much of them.

But crossing out Christ has serious consequences.  Peter said of 
Jesus Christ in Acts 4:12, “Neither is there salvation in any other: 
for there is none other name under heaven … whereby we must 
be saved.”  And today’s key verse makes it clear that confessing 
Christ (the opposite of crossing Him out) is absolutely necessary 
for salvation.

A person can cross out Christ even after he is born again.  Con-
tinuing to do so will cause him to lose his salvation unless he repents 
and again confesses Christ.  Both Christ and the apostle John said 
much about love for the Lord and love for others.  Jesus said, “If 
ye love me, keep my commandments” (John 14:15).  We cross out 
Christ when we let our love for Him wane and we disobey His Word.

Finally, we can cross out Christ by failing to confess Him before 
men.  So let’s confess in this life that “Jesus Christ is Lord” (Phi-
lippians 2:11).  If we don’t, we will do it on the day when “every 
knee shall bow … and every tongue shall confess” (Romans 14:11).  
But then it will be too late.  Christ will have crossed us out or have 
blotted our name out of the book of life, and He will not confess 
our name before His Father (Revelation 3:5).

Dennis Martin - Smithville, TN

To not confess Christ or crown Him by 
our conduct is to cross out Christ.

11657

One-year Bible reading plan: Hebrews 3, Jeremiah 43-45



Thursday, Nov. 7 Read: 2 Corinthians 10
Accepting God’s Sovereignty

For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, 
but mighty through God to the pulling down 

of strong holds. - 2 Corinthians 10:4

If the “weapons of our warfare” were physical (“carnal”), we 
could gang up and maybe win battles by brute force.  But muscle 

power has nothing to do with victory in spiritual battles or with the 
“pulling down of strong holds.”  We need to acknowledge that God 
is sovereign in this world and that He (not man) will determine the 
outcome of any spiritual battle.  With this assurance, we can cast 
down imaginations by God’s power, and pull down any strongholds 
that are obstacles to complete victory in the spiritual warfare.

God sometimes allows tough, stressful things to test us.  It may 
be a difficult customer, a flat tire when we are already late, the loss 
of good health, or the loss of a family member by death.  If we can 
accept all of life’s circumstances as allowed by God’s sovereignty, 
we can enjoy peace of mind and have greater spiritual vitality.

We may feel trapped in a Red Sea situation, with the enemy 
behind us and mountains all around (Exodus 14).  God tells us to 
stand still, but we think we cannot—we must do something.  Can 
we trust God’s sovereignty in these formidable circumstances?  
Only by God’s grace can we find rest at such times.

Black storm clouds may be on our horizon, and we cry out, 
“How long, O Lord?”  Perhaps we feel like David confronted by 
a Goliath (1 Samuel 17), or like Elijah threatened by a Jezebel (1 
Kings 19).  Whatever the case, we can overcome by trusting in our 
sovereign God, who has control over everything that happens to 
us from birth to grave.  Praise God, there is victory and peace in 
surrender.  May God supply what we may be longing for as we rest 
in His sovereignty.

Denver Yoder - Somerset, OH

Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will 
remember the name of the Lord our God. - Psalm 20:7

11712

One-year Bible reading plan: Hebrews 4, Jeremiah 46-48



Friday, Nov. 8Read: Daniel 2:30-45, 4:19-27
Nebuchadnezzar’s Focus

The king spake, and said, Is not this great Babylon, that 
I have built for the house of the kingdom by the might of my 

power, and for the honour of my majesty? - Daniel 4:30

The book of Daniel tells about two dreams that King Nebu-
chadnezzar had.  In both of them God foretold the future of 

the king or the Babylonian kingdom.  In both of them the king was 
portrayed as the greatest and most important of men.  But also in 
both dreams, God showed that there was Someone more important 
than Nebuchadnezzar.  This Someone was over the best of men and 
would last forever.  His kingdom would fill the world even more 
than the Babylonian kingdom did.

But in both dreams, Nebuchadnezzar apparently focused only 
on his elevated position.  He disregarded the greater power he was 
subject to, as well as the sound advice Daniel gave him.  After the 
first dream, Nebuchadnezzar made a great image and tried to force 
everyone to worship it.  After the second dream, he concentrated 
on his own greatness and power.  Today’s key verse summarizes 
his feelings.

We too need to turn our focus in the right direction.  What is 
the object of our focus?  Is it God and His greatness?  Think of the 
psalmist’s question: “What is man, that thou art mindful of him?”  A 
proper focus on God will produce a proper concept of ourselves and 
our place before God and in the church.  It will affect how we relate 
to fellow church members and to others we deal with every day.  

Our focus will also affect our response to decisions made by 
the brotherhood, even when they are contrary to our preferences.  
It will influence our participation and will help us harmonize our 
message to the world with the message that the church wants to 
give.  May God help us to keep our focus on Him and the truth of 
His Word.  Our eternal destiny depends on it.

Kenneth Kropf - Lamar, MO

Our direction of travel is decided by our choice of focus.
11815

One-year Bible reading plan: Hebrews 5, Jeremiah 49-50



Saturday, Nov. 9 Read: Daniel 4:28-37
Nebuchadnezzar’s Conclusion

Now I Nebuchadnezzar praise and extol and honour the King 
of heaven, all whose works are truth, and his ways judgment: 
and those that walk in pride he is able to abase. - Daniel 4:37

In yesterday’s meditation we noticed Nebuchadnezzar focusing 
on his own greatness instead of God’s greatness.  Now we’d like 

to see the conclusions of Nebuchadnezzar’s focus.  After Daniel 
revealed the unknown dream and its interpretation, Nebuchadnezzar 
said, “Of a truth it is, that your God is a God of gods, and a Lord of 
kings, and a revealer of secrets” (Daniel 2:47).  Yet Nebuchadnezzar 
still did not recognize the Lord as the only God to be worshiped, 
because soon afterward he made a great image of gold and ordered 
everyone to worship it.

But as we see in today’s key verse, Nebuchadnezzar had a dif-
ferent attitude and demeanor after God took away his sound mind 
and his kingdom for a time.  The king rightly wanted  other people 
to worship the God of Heaven, but he himself led the way.  He set 
an example of open, frank confession and humble, heartfelt rever-
ence and worship.  He was no longer on top and trying to run the 
show, as we say.

Our focus too will determine our outcome before God.  Truly it 
is only a broken, contrite heart that God will bless.  When we have 
such a heart, we will not be as concerned about what others do as 
about being a good example first so that God can work as He sees 
best.  We cannot attain a humble, godly heart by focusing on our 
own ideas or striving to be in control.

Interestingly, after Nebuchadnezzar was truly humble and bro-
ken, the Bible doesn’t record any more of his doings.  As we are 
humble before God, we will be content to serve behind the scenes, 
without recognition.  We will willingly fulfill our calling even if we 
have a lowly position or other people don’t follow our suggestions.

Kenneth Kropf - Lamar, MO

Humility helps prevent a misguided focus.
11814

One-year Bible reading plan: Hebrews 6, Jeremiah 51-52



Sunday, Nov. 10Read: Hebrews 10:19-39
Forsake Not the Assembling

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

God desires and commands the gathering of His people who 
are able to do so.  Some have physical ailments or other cir-

cumstances which keep them from meeting for worship with other 
believers.  God understands this and will make a way for those 
to meet with Him anyway.  “For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them” (Matthew 
18:20).  Jesus said that we should go to our secret closet and pray 
alone, and God will reward us openly (Matthew 6:6).

What are some results if I fail to attend worship services?  It 
may cause some to question whether I really am a Christian and to 
suspect that I am a pretender.  Maybe they will think my spiritual 
welfare is of little concern to me.  My absence may weaken the ef-
fect of the service upon others and discourage the preacher.  It may 
even discourage the brethren and rob them of a blessing.  Others 
may follow my example and be absent as well.  In this way my 
absence may make it harder both for me and for others to overcome 
the temptations of Satan, and may give him more power over us.

We must be careful to always think not only of ourselves but 
also of how our faithfulness or unfaithfulness will influence others.  
We need to be in the presence of fellow believers, both to be ex-
horted and to exhort them.  We all need encouragement and rebuke 
at times.  Do not be afraid of men, and pray that spiritual care may 
be given with divine power and love.  Praise God for His presence 
with His people, both individually or collectively!

John Baer - High Falls, NC

I love thy kingdom Lord, the house of thine abode. 
- Timothy Dwight
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One-year Bible reading plan: Hebrews 7, Lamentations 1-2



Monday, Nov. 11 Read: Proverbs 31:10-31
Left to Himself

A child left to himself bringeth 
his mother to shame. - Proverbs 29:15

God is a powerful communicator.  He can use a few words to 
communicate a volume of truth and instruction.  Today’s key 

verse is a prime example.  Although both this verse and today’s 
Bible reading address women and mothers, the principles presented 
are vital for parents in general.  God does not want any child left to 
himself.  Every child needs supervision, correction, and instruction 
in order to develop into a godly person.

You can spend most of a day with your child and still be leav-
ing him to himself.  A child is left to himself when he is not being 
trained properly.  He is left to himself when his will is not being 
brought into subjection.  When he is entertained for hours with 
audio stories or digital media.  When his parents do the work that 
he should be doing.

In essence, parents are responsible to make sure their child is 
not left to himself.  They have a calling to teach the child accord-
ing to their will, manners, instructions, and ways.  Parents should 
constantly bear a concern for their child’s training, care, and su-
pervision.  They should not be at rest unless their child is properly 
engaged.

This type of care has great rewards.  What is more precious than 
noble character in our child’s life?  God richly blesses each godly 
deed of faithful parents.  So take courage, parents.  If you see things 
that shame you, stop leaving your child to himself in that area, and 
God will reverse the shaming.

Marvin Joel Eicher - McArthur, OH

Give her of the fruit of her hands; and let her 
own works praise her in the gates. - Proverbs 31:31
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One-year Bible reading plan: Hebrews 8, Lamentations 3-5



Tuesday, Nov. 12Read: Psalm 25
God’s Wondrous Compassion

The Lord is gracious, and full of compassion; 
slow to anger, and of great mercy. - Psalm 145:8

The compassion of our heavenly Father for all mankind is a 
marvelous thing.  He gave His only begotten Son so that every 

human soul may have everlasting life that begins on earth and con-
tinues in the realms of glory.  “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

Jesus did not come to save us because we are worthy, but “while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8).  The more 
we study God’s Word, the more marvelous this great truth becomes.  
The more we recognize our lost and doomed state without Jesus 
Christ, the more we are inspired to love Him and serve Him.

God’s compassion is enduring.  Throughout the history of 
mankind, God bestowed His mercy on people even though they 
kept falling away.  Without the saving grace of His dear Son, we 
are not any different than they were.  We need to earnestly seek 
God’s mercy and forgiveness when His Spirit speaks to us.  “And 
the Lord said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that 
he also is flesh” (Genesis 6:3).

We need to make a prompt response to God’s compassion.  The 
Lord pleads with us to not put off heeding His call.  “Again, he 
limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; 
as it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts” 
(Hebrews 4:7).  We should also remember that God’s compassion 
will move Him to chasten us when we do wrong, to keep us from 
continuing in sin.  “For whom the Lord loveth he correcteth; even 
as a father the son in whom he delighteth” (Proverbs 3:12).

Fred Beachy - Crofton, KY

But thou, O Lord, art a God full of compassion, and gracious, 
longsuffering, and plenteous in mercy and truth. - Psalm 86:15
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Wednesday, Nov. 13 Read: Luke 19:1-24
Until Then

And [he] said unto them, Occupy till I come. - Luke 19:13

Recently I received a letter and a card from a friend.  On the 
card he had written, “When we arrived home, God reminded 

me that we all get to go home after our work for Him is completed.  
Until then we need to keep at it.”

No doubt we all get homesick for Heaven at times.  After com-
ing home from a trip, we sigh and say, “Ah, so good to be home!”  
If it is so enjoyable to return to our earthly home, then what an 
unspeakable delight it will be to hear our Savior say, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant; … enter thou into the joy of thy lord” 
(Matthew 25:23).  These magnificent words will transcend all the 
trials and heartaches we ever experienced in this life.  We will not 
be there just for a visit but for eternity.  Until then, till Jesus calls, 
let’s be faithful.

Physical infirmities can intensify our desire to be with Jesus.  
Some people may linger for years with a terminal illness such as 
cancer, while others may never experience anything worse than a 
severe head cold.  Still others may be involved in a serious accident 
and suffer for months or years.  Whatever our experience may be, 
the reward is the same if we loyally follow God.  Until then, till 
Jesus calls, let’s be faithful.

Many believers have suffered for their faith.  Christians have 
been martyred from apostolic times until modern times.  Some in 
“free” countries suffer mocking and mistreatment.  There has also 
been a great falling away from Biblical values.  Many false doctrines 
abound, and the love of many is waxing cold.  Whatever we face, 
God will be with us to the end.  Until then, till Jesus calls us home, 
may we be faithful so we inherit eternal life.

Denver Yoder - Somerset, OH

Behold, I come quickly: hold that fast which 
thou hast, that no man take thy crown. - Revelation 3:11
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Thursday, Nov. 14Read: Genesis 3
Where Are You?

And the Lord God called unto Adam, and 
said unto him, Where art thou? - Genesis 3:9

At a certain store, employees wear earphones for private, two-
way communication with other employees.  What one worker 

says is normally heard by all the others.  A common question is, 
“[Name], where are you?” when a person needs information about 
a certain item.  God asked this question of Adam, and He does 
the same to us through the Holy Spirit.  By listening to a sermon 
or reading an article, we can be suddenly reminded, “Where am 
I really going in life?  Where am I?”  Our response to God’s call 
should be like Abraham’s when God called him by name: “Behold, 
here I am” (Genesis 22:1).

In 1 Kings 18 we read of the contest on Mount Carmel in which 
Elijah showed the people who the real God is.  It was a great victory 
for Elijah and the seven thousand others who had not worshiped the 
idol Baal.  But when the wicked Queen Jezebel threatened Elijah, 
he ran for his life.  Where was his faith in God?  This same God had 
cared for Elijah by having ravens feed him by a brook!  Now he fled 
to a cave many miles away.  The Lord found him there and asked, 
“What doest thou here, Elijah?” (1 Kings 19:9).  God encouraged 
the prophet and gave him a new assignment, and Elijah fulfilled it.

In real life we too face reversals.  Things are going great for 
us, but suddenly we suffer a major setback.  Perhaps we dwelt too 
much on the excitement of success.  We are human and not so much 
different from other people.  We tend to react in the same way as 
Elijah.  Let us respond as Isaiah did when God called, “Whom shall 
I send, and who will go for us?”  Isaiah said, “Here am I; send me” 
(Isaiah 6:8).

Wayne Miller - Millersburg, OH

When the Savior calls, I will answer, 
When He calls for me, I will hear. 

- V. O. Stamps 
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Friday, Nov. 15 Read: Genesis 45
Family in the Faith

Seeing ye have purified your souls in obeying the truth through 
the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren, see that ye love 

one another with a pure heart fervently. - 1 Peter 1:22

In general, thoughts of family cause warm feelings within us.  
Family gatherings are highlights in life.  Today’s Bible reading 

describes the emotional reuniting of Joseph with his brothers after 
being separated for over twenty years.  In our day, being broth-
ers and sisters in Christ makes us family in the faith.  We’re born 
again and filled with the Holy Spirit of God, our Father.  The love 
of Jesus, our Elder Brother, fills our hearts and draws us together 
with bonds stronger than those of filial love!

The Bible calls Christians to love each other both with unselfish 
godly love (agape) and with brotherly love (philadelphia).  Jesus 
spoke of the first kind when He said, “This is my commandment, 
That ye love one another, as I have loved you” (John 15:12).  Paul 
used philadelphia when he wrote, “Be kindly affectioned one to 
another with brotherly love; in honour preferring one another” (Ro-
mans 12:10).  And two verses in Peter’s writings refer to both kinds 
of love.  One of these is today’s key verse, and the other verse says 
that we should add “to godliness brotherly kindness [philadelphia]; 
and to brotherly kindness charity [agape]” (2 Peter 1:7).

Who would not want to be in a circle of persons exercising these 
kinds of love toward each other?  But there is also the opposite, 
described in James 3:16: “Where envying and strife is, there is 
confusion and every evil work.”  What a tragic scene!  If you find 
yourself in that kind of setting, seek out a congregation where the 
members truly practice brotherly love, and do what is needed to 
become one with them.  Discover for yourself the rich blessings of 
belonging to a loving family of faith.

Dennis Martin - Smithville, TN

If your natural family is part of a family 
of faith, you are doubly blessed!
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Saturday, Nov. 16Read: Mark 4:21-34
The Parable of the Mustard Seed

Who hath despised the day of small things? - Zechariah 4:10

The mustard plant in Palestine is quite different from mustard 
plants in America.  There the plant grows to eight or ten feet 

tall, and in late summer the birds gather in its branches to feast 
on the tiny seeds.  How is the kingdom of Heaven like a grain of 
mustard seed?  In Luke 2 we read of Jesus’ lowly birth.  He was 
not born into a kingly, wealthy, or influential family.  The village 
was small and the nation was not a world power.  This was truly a 
“mustard seed” appearance.

When Jesus began His public ministry, He gathered twelve 
common men.  But though this movement began so small, it has 
changed the world as nothing else has.  Plato taught for fifty years.  
Socrates and Aristotle each taught for forty years.  Jesus taught 
for only three years.  Yet the impact of Christ’s ministry has far 
exceeded the combined 130 years of influence from these famous 
Greek philosophers.  The message of Jesus fills the deep void and 
hunger of the human soul.

The kingdom of Christ is universal.  The birds lodging in the 
mustard plant tell of the Gospel’s universal appeal.  Its effects have 
crossed oceans, continents, and cultures.  It has far outshone King 
Nebuchadnezzar’s magnificent kingdom (Daniel 4:10-12, 19-22).  
The mustard seed is small and easily digestible, even by very small 
birds.  Likewise, the Gospel of Jesus is simple enough for com-
mon people to understand.  Its message is profoundly simple and 
simply profound.

Today, will we share the mustard seed?  It can be a word spoken 
for Jesus, a Gospel tract handed to a stranger, or an invitation to 
attend a church service.  Any of these could be a small beginning 
to a life-changing experience for some hungering soul.

Jim Yoder - Riverton, WY

God has a record of using the seemingly 
insignificant to accomplish the impossible.
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Sunday, Nov. 17 Read: Nehemiah 9:6-27
Manifold Grace of God

According to thy manifold mercies 
thou gavest them saviours. - Nehemiah 9:27

A manifold is a pipe with multiple branches, which does one of 
two things.  It may carry a flowing liquid or gas to multiple 

places, such as the cylinders of an engine.  Or it may collect liquids 
or gases flowing from multiple places and combine them into one 
stream.  The word manifold can also indicate being many and varied, 
or having many different features or forms.  This is its meaning in 
the eight places where it appears in the Bible.

Today’s key verse speaks of God’s manifold mercies.  Psalm 
104:24 tells about His manifold works.  Ephesians 3:10 mentions 
God’s manifold wisdom.  And 1 Peter 1:6 speaks of the manifold 
temptations we face.  This indicates temptations coming to us in 
many different forms and from many different angles.

In 1 Peter 4:10 we read about the manifold grace of God.  
We are glad that God’s “manifold grace” is available for victory 
over “manifold temptations.”  In addition, God’s grace teaches us 
manifold things: “that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we 
should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in this present world” 
(Titus 2:11-12).  God’s grace is His unmerited favor, but it includes 
much more than that.

Another way in which God’s grace is manifold is that it extends 
to all people.  It can help us as individuals while reaching everyone 
else around the world at the same time.  In addition, God’s grace 
is manifold because it comes to us through His Word, through His 
Spirit, and through Christ’s work on the cross.  Finally, God’s mani-
fold grace comes to us through spiritual brethren and sisters as they 
minister to needs in our life.  Thank God for His manifold mercy 
and grace to us every day!  Without them we would have no hope.

Benuel Glick - Palmer, MA

The manifold grace of God not only saves 
us from sin but also keeps us from sinning.
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Monday, Nov. 18Read: John 6:35-55
Heavenly GPS

All that the Father giveth me shall come to me; and him 
that cometh to me I will in no wise cast out. - John 6:37

Our early years of farming were in the 1970s and 1980s.  Often 
when we ordered a truckload of feed or fertilizer, we had to give 

detailed directions to our farm.  This was in the days before GPS 
(the Global Positioning System), which depends on satellites orbit-
ing high above the earth.  GPS tells a driver how long the trip will 
take, when to turn, and even when he is arriving at his destination.

There is a heavenly version of GPS that can bring us safely 
to our eternal destination in glory.  It is called the Gospel Plan of 
Salvation.  It leads in only one direction (up), and the navigator is 
Jesus Christ—“the way, the truth, and the life” (John 14:6).  Jesus 
appoints the time of arrival and has prepared everything we need 
to get to Heaven.  This GPS operates by the power of God, who 
has given us “all things that pertain unto life and godliness.”  God 
has also given us “exceeding great and precious promises: that by 
these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped 
the corruption that is in the world through lust” (2 Peter 1:3-4).

Recently a semi truck driver was using GPS when his truck got 
stuck and damaged on a covered bridge with a five-ton limit.  The 
GPS did not inform the driver that this bridge was too small for a 
large truck.  Earthly GPS may fail us, but not heavenly GPS.  If 
we believe in Jesus Christ and faithfully follow His teachings, we 
will never make a wrong turn or go down a wrong road.  In today’s 
key verse, Jesus said that He will “in no wise” cast out a person 
who comes to Him.  Jesus also promised that a believer in Him will 
have everlasting life and that Jesus will raise him up at the last day.  
God’s heavenly GPS will always be reliable.

Sylvan Lapp - Atglen, PA

Jesus Christ is … all I need. - Charles P. Jones
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Tuesday, Nov. 19 Read: Isa. 53, Luke 23:39-44
Our Redeemer: a Man of Sorrows
He is despised and rejected of men; a man 

of sorrows, and acquainted with grief. - Isaiah 53:3

Numerous people were searching the Scriptures and waiting for 
the promised Redeemer, but when He actually came, many 

didn’t believe in Him.  They were looking for a king who would 
make war with their enemies and conquer them forever.  The point 
many of these people missed was that the prophesied deliverance 
would be from spiritual bondage.  Thus, Jesus didn’t turn out to be 
the warrior they were expecting, but rather a peaceable and perfectly 
blameless man.  They couldn’t stand this, so they rejected Him.

Jesus willingly came down from the glories of Heaven in full 
knowledge of how He would be treated.  He was hated, despised, 
rejected.  Why?  Because He was righteous, and people could not 
endure having their sinfulness revealed.  The very ones who made 
a big show of their “righteousness” were the ones who first tried to 
get rid of Jesus, simply because He exposed their hypocrisy.  They 
publicly appeared to be good men, but behind the scenes they were 
doing evil things.  Jesus knew about their wickedness, and it must 
have grieved Him deeply.  Their hatred continued to mount until 
they had Jesus cruelly mocked, beaten, and crucified; yet through 
it all, Jesus never retaliated.

Let’s think about this.  Jesus loves us mortals so much that He 
was willing to endure great suffering and even to die for our salva-
tion.  Although many Jews hated Him, Jesus had earlier wept over 
Jerusalem.  The hymn writer asked, “Did e’er such love and sor-
row meet?” and the clear answer is “Never!”  The only right way 
we can respond is by loving and serving this gracious Redeemer.

Titus Yoder - Thorndike, ME

”Man of sorrows,” what a name For the Son of God who came 
Ruined sinners to reclaim! Hallelujah! What a Savior! 

- Philip P. Bliss 
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Wednesday, Nov. 20Read: 2 Chr. 17:1-13, Rev. 2:1-7
First Ways and Works

Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, 
and repent, and do the first works. - Revelation 2:5

Enthusiasm usually runs high when a new venture such as a 
marriage begins.  But as years pass, the excitement tends to 

wane and indifference takes its place.  In today’s Bible reading, 
the church of Ephesus gives clear evidence of this.  Though the 
members were still engaged in some commendable activities, they 
had left off performing their “first works,” which were motivated by 
their first love for Christ.  They had gotten away from that first love.

First love is fresh.  It doesn’t wilt when the heat of temptation 
threatens it.  First love is lavish in its efforts to please the beloved 
one.  But let love cool, and first works will diminish.  In today’s 
Bible reading, it seems that King Jehoshaphat had a “first love” in 
the first part of his reign.  He sought the Lord and walked in the 
“first ways” of his ancestor David, who had certainly loved the Lord 
deeply and lived accordingly.

Are we keeping our first love for Christ on fire so it still inspires 
first ways and works?  Or has our enthusiasm and activity died 
down, leaving us lukewarm?  The song writer lamented, “Where 
is the blessedness I knew / When first I saw the Lord? / Where is 
the soul refreshing view / Of Jesus and His Word?”

Yes, love can cool, but it can also become more fervent!  If first 
love has the ability to produce first works and ways, what does a 
fervent, growing love for Christ enable us to do?  More of the same!  
Then we will have God’s blessing and not His condemnation, and 
in Heaven we will have the glorious privilege of eating from the 
tree of life.

Dennis Martin - Smithville, TN

May we not lose our first love, but choose 
to let it infuse us for profuse service to God’s glory.
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Thursday, Nov. 21 Read: Psa. 115:1-11; 1 Tim. 6:6-11
Covetousness, Which Is Idolatry

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour’s house … 
nor any thing that is thy neighbour’s. - Exodus 20:17

Sebastien Manrique, a missionary to India in the 1600s, looked 
on in horror as four thousand devotees of the Hindu god Jag-

ganath struggled to pull their massive idol down the street.  Tow-
ering fifty feet high and weighing over one hundred tons, the idol 
moved slowly along on a huge sixteen-wheeled platform.  Zealous 
disciples, deceived by the empty promises of their religion, threw 
themselves under the crushing wheels of the vehicle in a desperate 
attempt to gain instant entrance into paradise.

This picture of idolatry is horrible, but it is no better today when 
people forsake the true God and turn to the alluring idols of money, 
position, and power.  They too are throwing themselves under the 
wheels of a false god that will ultimately destroy them.  Jesus gave 
several strong warnings against covetousness.

A dear old Christian lady once told me, “My mom loved money 
and the things money can buy.”  Will our children say that about 
us?  Far too often the pursuit of health, wealth, and happiness dis-
places the desire to “grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our 
Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 3:18).  More and newer 
possessions promise to simplify our life and bring genuine hap-
piness, but the final product is disappointingly void of peace, joy, 
and victory over sin.

In our day we certainly see an abundance of “covetousness, 
which is idolatry” (Colossians 3:5), as the distinction between 
needs and wants becomes increasingly blurred.  Will we, like the 
disciples of Jagganath, throw ourselves and our children under the 
crushing wheels of a false god—Mammon?

Pete Lewis - Halsey, OR

Let your conversation be without covetousness; and 
be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, 

I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. - Hebrews 13:5
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Friday, Nov. 22Read: Romans 6
Does Obedience Matter?

But God be thanked, that ye were the servants of sin, 
but ye have obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine 

which was delivered you. - Romans 6:17

One day my mother said that she was afraid I didn’t love her.  I 
was shocked, so I asked what she could possibly mean.  She 

answered, ”If you loved me, you would obey me!”  A related idea 
is found in today’s key verse.  Paul thanked God that the Roman 
believers, who previously had been sinners, were now obeying God 
from their heart.  This kind of obedience is much different from 
obeying only because it is required by those in authority.  It means 
obeying God because we love Him, our heart is filled with His Holy 
Spirit, and we deeply desire to do God’s will.

Obedience is a matter of life or death.  Those who believe and 
obey God will be saved, and those who believe and disobey God 
will be lost.  But wait—something is wrong here.  Can we really 
believe God and disobey Him?  That is impossible!  Suppose Noah 
had said, “Yes, I believe a flood is coming,” but he refused to obey 
God’s command to build an ark.  Noah and his family would have 
perished with all the other people.

Faith and works are indivisible.  In James 2:17-18 we read, 
“Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.  Yea, a 
man may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith 
without thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works.”  
Clearly, faith cannot be separated from works of obedience.  

Man is justified by faith; that is, by inner faith (belief) in God 
that produces outward faithfulness (obedience) to God.  Let’s not 
be fooled by teaching that promotes “faith only” and “easy believ-
ism.”  Let’s have a solid, active faith that daily proves itself by 
open, practical obedience.

John Baer - High Falls, NC

Sincere obedience is rooted in love for God.
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Saturday, Nov. 23 Read: Revelation 21
Knowing Beauty

He hath made every thing beautiful 
in his time. - Ecclesiastes 3:11

Some things are given us to know, and some things we cannot 
know.  We come to know many things as we age and mature.  

One of these things is beauty, of which we could have no com-
prehension before our physical birth.  As we grew, we saw many 
beautiful things in nature.  Flowers, mountains, oceans, rainbows, 
and sunrises or sunsets all have their own kind of beauty.  There 
are many beautiful places that we may want to go and see, but for 
various reasons we are denied the privilege.  

As a teenager I heard of the beauty of holiness and wondered 
how holiness could have beauty.  There is no substance in holiness 
to have either form or color, so how could there be beauty?  After 
I was reborn in spirit, a whole new world opened up.  I discovered 
the joyous beauty of personal communion with God, corporate fel-
lowship with other believers, wholesome congregational singing, 
and soul-reviving prayer meetings.

As Christians we have experienced physical birth and then 
spiritual birth.  We await the experience of crossing the river that 
flows through the valley of death.  There are things about the land 
beyond that we don’t know, things that we wonder about.  We have 
been told enough in the Scriptures that we believe it will be a place 
of unspeakable beauty.  

Before leaving the earth, Jesus told His disciples that He was 
going to prepare a place for them.  John wrote about that place 
in today’s Bible reading.  The city John described is so glorious 
that its beauty is beyond our comprehension.  Let us pray for each 
other that when our time comes to cross the final river, we may be 
found faithful.

the late Leonard Hartman - Edmonson, TX

Now I know in part; but then shall I know 
even as also I am known. - 1 Corinthians 13:12
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Sunday, Nov. 24Read: Ecc. 7:1-5, 12:1-14
The Best Day of Your Life?

A good name is better than precious ointment; and the day of 
death than the day of one’s birth. - Ecclesiastes 7:1

Suppose someone asked what has been the best day of your life.  
How would you answer?  Maybe you would say, “The day I was 

born.  After all, if I hadn’t been born, I wouldn’t be here to have 
any good days!”  Or maybe you would choose some other “hap-
piest” day such as when you started school, got a driver’s license, 
or got married.

The Book of Ecclesiastes describes a man who had an over-
abundance of wealth and pleasure.  His name was Solomon.  The 
first few chapters of this book tell of various things he did to find 
satisfaction.  He built houses and orchards and had plenty of silver 
and gold.  He said, “Whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from 
them” (Ecclesiastes 2:10).

Solomon concluded that all these things were “vanity” (empti-
ness, futility).  The word “vanity” or “vanities” occurs 37 times in 
his book.  Solomon also spoke often of the uselessness of life “under 
the sun.”  That phrase appears 29 times in his book.

Today’s key verse mentions the day of one’s death and the day 
of one’s birth, and it says that the day of death is the better of the 
two.  We need to go to the closing verses of the book to find out 
how things can turn out well at death.  “Fear God, and keep his 
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man.  For God shall 
bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil.”

For Christians, every day can be better than what the world 
“under the sun” has to offer.  But will the day of our death be better 
than the day of our birth?  It can be if our life pleases God and we 
are ready to meet Him.

Roger Berry - Dayton, VA

Whether we live, we live unto the Lord; 
and whether we die, we die unto the Lord. - Romans 14:8
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Monday, Nov. 25 Read: 2 Chronicles 33:1-17
What Affliction Can Do

Before I was afflicted I went astray, 
but now have I kept thy word. - Psalm 119:67

When good King Hezekiah died, his son Manasseh  became the 
next king.  Much of his rule was a reign of terror.  He led the 

people into sin worse than the heathen around them.  The record 
in 2 Kings 21:16 says that Manasseh “shed innocent blood very 
much, till he had filled Jerusalem from one end to another.”  The 
Lord rebuked Manasseh and his people, but they would not listen.  
So God sent the king of Assyria, who “took Manasseh among the 
thorns, and bound him with fetters” according to the King James 
Version.  Some other translations say the Assyrian king put a hook 
in his nose, bound him with chains, and carried him to Babylon.  

Verse 12 in today’s Bible reading says that when Manasseh was 
“in affliction,” he greatly humbled himself and earnestly prayed to 
God.  The Apocrypha records a prayer of repentance attributed to 
Manasseh.  Amazingly, God heard Manasseh’s prayer and restored 
him to his throne in Jerusalem.  “Then Manasseh knew that the 
Lord he was God” (verse 13). 

Manasseh demonstrated his repentance by removing all the 
heathen gods in Jerusalem.  He cast the idols out of the city, which 
today would be equivalent to cleansing the church of spiritual and 
harmful rubbish.  Manasseh repaired the altar of the Lord, offered 
sacrifices to the Lord, and commanded Judah to serve the true God.  
He also built a high wall around Jerusalem for its protection.

Manasseh had been one of the worst kings of Judah.  Because 
of his affliction, he became one of Israel’s better kings.  If God can 
forgive such a man, He can also forgive our sins.  God loves and 
forgives every repentant sinner, and makes him spiritually whole.

Wayne Miller - Millersburg, OH

Forgiveness depends not on the magnitude of our sin 
but on our willingness to repent.
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Tuesday, Nov. 26Read: Matthew 18:15-35
Seventy Times Seven

And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, 
forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s 

sake hath forgiven you. - Ephesians 4:32

“I’m sorry.”  “I forgive you.”  Only five little words, but they 
encompass so much!  In today’s Bible reading Peter asked, 

“How oft shall my brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till 
seven times?”  Seven is often considered the number of complete-
ness.  So in essence Peter was asking, “Will I complete my duty if 
I forgive my brother seven times?”  Jesus replied, “I say not unto 
thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven.”

Peter probably needed some time to digest this thought.  We may 
struggle with the same thing.  Are we really called to forgive 490 
times?  Today’s key verse adds some clarity: “As God for Christ’s 
sake hath forgiven you.”  Can any of us count how many times God 
has forgiven us?  Have we made a sacrifice as great as God made 
when He forgave us?  Of course not!

Why then do we find it hard to forgive?  Why do we clutch at 
our brother’s throat as the unforgiving servant did?  What does he 
owe us that is greater than our debt to God?  When we pray the 
Lord’s Prayer (Matthew 6:9-13), we ask God to forgive us as we 
forgive our debtors.  But all too often we ask God for forgiveness 
while holding a grudge!  Or we release it for a while, but then we 
continue to nurse our hurt over our brother’s trespass.

Jesus stated it very simply: “But if ye forgive not men their 
trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses” (Mat-
thew 6:15).  This calls us to extend forgiveness to others just as 
freely as we want God to forgive us.  We need the same attitude 
that Jesus had when He said, “Neither do I condemn thee: go, and 
sin no more” (John 8:11).

Jonathan Hershberger - Port Clements, BC

Forgive to be forgiven, This every person needs,  
And blest the man or woman, Who God’s commandment heeds.
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Wednesday, Nov. 27 Read: Luke 17:1-19
Ingratitude

But where are the nine? - Luke 17:17

The story is told of an old-time mountain man who was very lazy 
and in need of food.  Along came a neighbor with several bags 

of ear corn for the old-timer.  When the neighbor asked if he would 
take the corn, the old-timer wondered if it was shelled.  The neigh-
bor replied that it wasn’t, and the old man said, “I don’t want it.”

With all that God has done for us, why is it so hard to always be 
thankful?  Surely we would not be like the nine lepers who failed 
to return and give thanks—or would we?  It is important to always 
be conscious of God, of Heaven, and of our blessings.  “In every 
thing give thanks: for this is the will of God” (1 Thessalonians 
5:18).  The Lord desires and deserves all the thanks we can offer.

Pride is what keeps us from being thankful, as illustrated by 
Naaman, captain of the Syrian army (2 Kings 5).  Naaman was 
disgusted when the prophet said he should dip in the Jordan River 
to be cured of his leprosy.  He thought the healing should be done 
with a great show, but finally he humbled himself and washed as 
he was told.  Naaman was healed, and then his heart was filled with 
gratitude and rejoicing.

Pride and ingratitude will blind us to reality and keep us from 
seeing the rich blessings we have.  Whether we have much or lit-
tle, if heartfelt gratitude is missing we will be unable to see things 
properly, as in the case of the old mountain man.  Whether in health 
and prosperity or in affliction and adversity, we need constant grati-
tude as expressed in Psalm 68:19: “Blessed be the Lord, who daily 
loadeth us with benefits, even the God of our salvation.”

Denver Yoder - Somerset, OH

An ungrateful man is like a hog under a tree, eating acorns but 
never looking up to see where they come from. - Timothy Dexter
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Thursday, Nov. 28Read: Psalms 30, 100
Giving Thanks

In everything give thanks: for this is the will of God 
in Christ Jesus concerning you. - 1 Thessalonians 5:18

One night several years ago, my wife’s car spun out of control 
on black ice and collided with a pickup.  Although the car was 

destroyed, neither my wife nor the other driver sustained serious 
injuries, and for that we gave heartfelt thanks.  It could have been 
considerably worse.  While we tend to be thankful for good things 
that happen, we also need to be thankful for deliverance from bad 
things.

One hot summer day I spent hours cleaning the grass seed 
storage bins on our farm, which left me covered in sweat, chaff, 
dust, and grime.  Arriving home that evening, I discovered that 
the well pump had failed.  It took several hours of labor to repair 
the pump, and finally I was able to refresh in a long-anticipated 
shower.  Previously taken for granted, each shower now inspires 
me to sincerely thank God.

Jesus once healed ten lepers, but only one returned to thank Him.  
Jesus said, “Were there not ten cleansed? but where are the nine?  
There are not found that returned to give glory to God, save this 
stranger” (Luke 17:17-18).  Being healed from physical leprosy is 
a remarkable event, but being healed from spiritual leprosy is even 
more notable.  How often do we thank our Lord for this?

When I worked for a relief organization, we packed a tooth-
brush, a comb, and a bar of soap as basic items in hygiene kits for 
poor people.  Multitudes simply cannot afford such things, but 
how often do we take them for granted?  A heart truly thankful for 
all blessings will continually express its gratitude to the Giver of 
all blessings.  Our Lord is more than worthy of all the praise and 
thanksgiving we can offer.

Pete Lewis - Halsey, OR

Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the 
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. - Ephesians 5:20
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Friday, Nov. 29 Read: Hebrews 3
Hard Concrete

Harden not your hearts. - Hebrews 3:8

According to an experienced concrete worker, there are several 
facts about concrete.  Concrete always gets hard and it always 

cracks.  It is possible for us to get spiritually hard like concrete.  
Hebrews 3:13 warns against being hardened through the deceit-
fulness of sin, which tells us that sin has hardening effects.  It can 
also take people captive and hold them hostage, binding them with 
chains nearly impossible to break.

Deception also has hardening effects on us, often unawares.  
Jesus warned His followers several times about being deceived.  
“And Jesus answered and said unto them, Take heed that no man 
deceive you” (Matthew 24:4).  That is why we must keep our rela-
tionship with God vibrant and up to date.  We can accomplish this 
by daily prayer and Bible reading, meditating on God, and counting 
our blessings.

Materialism and accumulation of wealth can also harden us.  
“But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare” (1 
Timothy 6:9).  Many Christian people today have large businesses 
that produce great wealth and enable them to live in elaborate man-
sions as if they have no intention of ever leaving the present world.  
“Dearly beloved, I beseech you as strangers and pilgrims” (1 Peter 
2:11).  Are we living like pilgrims or like permanent residents?

Sports and entertainment also have hardening effects.  They 
capture many people’s attention and draw them away from finding 
fulfillment in Christ.  Much money is spent on pleasure seeking 
while there are many people who face starvation.  If we have al-
lowed the things of this world to harden us, let’s heed the call to 
“rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the Lord 
your God” (Joel 2:13).

Denver Yoder - Somerset, OH

A broken and a contrite heart, 
O God, thou wilt not despise. - Psalm 51:17
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Saturday, Nov. 30Read: 1 John 4
Perfected in Christ

If we love one another, God dwelleth in us, 
and his love is perfected in us. - 1 John 4:12

In Ephesians 5:27, Paul wrote that Christ desires “a glorious 
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it 

should be holy and without blemish.”  So in essence, Christ wants 
a perfect church.  But how can a church consisting of imperfect hu-
man souls be perfect?  How can we be without spot or wrinkle?  We 
obviously need something from God that is not found in ourselves.

As a bride and groom approach marriage, one of the things 
required is that they be free from any immoral relationships.  This 
also applies to the marriage of Christ and His bride, the church.  She 
must be perfectly pure through cleansing and sanctification by the 
Word of God.  In Ephesian 5:25-26 we read that Christ “loved the 
church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse 
it with the washing of water by the word.”  This is our experience 
if we are truly a part of the bride of Christ.  

Today’s key verse speaks of God’s love being perfected (com-
pleted) in us, which is surely a part of being perfected in Christ.  
Jesus taught that perfection comes by loving everyone equally as 
God does: “for he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and on the good, 
and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust. … Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect” (Matthew 
5:45, 48).  Let’s strive to reach this high standard!  When we have 
Christ in our heart and we are faithful members of His body, the 
words of Colossians 2:10 will be true of us: “And ye are complete 
in him, which is the head of all principality and power.”

Fred Beachy - Crofton, KY

We cannot be flawless in this life, 
yet we can be perfect (complete) in Christ.

11441

One-year Bible reading plan: 2 Peter 2, Ezekiel 43-44



Sunday, Dec. 1 Read: Psalm 39
December, Month of Endings

Better is the end of a thing than the beginning thereof: and the 
patient in spirit is better than the proud in spirit. - Ecc. 7:8

Eleven months ago we began the fresh, new, never-before-trod-
den year of 2024.  Now with only a month left, the year will 

soon come to an end.  Instead of being a new, fresh start infused 
with zeal and high hopes, the year comes grinding to a halt.

Why is the end better as today’s key verse states?  First, we 
cannot have new beginnings without endings.  Farmers in a dry 
year are often glad to see the year end so they can start over with 
new anticipation of fruitful crops.  Second, the end of a year brings 
hope for what we have not yet realized, because we anticipate hav-
ing more time to achieve our goals.  Hopefully the end of a year 
also helps us to see progress we have made.  We thank God for op-
portunity to rise up from our failures and gain ground in holiness 
and godliness.

The end is better than the beginning because God has brought 
us here.  Note the Preacher’s words in Ecclesiastes 7:10: “Say not 
thou, What is the cause that the former days were better than these? 
for thou dost not enquire wisely concerning this.”  Here at the end 
of 2024 is exactly where God wants us.  It is the best place to be!

The past year may have presented us with severe difficulties or 
with shining victories.  Either way, life’s experiences bring returns.  
Psalm 126:5 says, “They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.”  We 
may safely say that all the experiences of a Christian can lead to 
joy.  Isn’t that a wonderful ending?  All year long we have been 
sowing seeds in hopes of reaping fruit unto everlasting life.  As the 
year closes, may God bless each of us with the anticipation of new 
beginnings, whether here on earth or in Heaven!

Delmar Eby - London, KY

The Christian life is full of climaxes—each the 
beginning of something new, something higher, 
something richer—until we reach Heaven itself.

11489

One-year Bible reading plan: 2 Peter 3, Ezekiel 45-46



Monday, Dec. 2Read: Titus 1:1-16, 2:1-8
Is Doctrine Dry?

My doctrine shall drop as the rain, my speech shall 
distil as the dew, as the small rain upon the tender herb, 
and as the showers upon the grass. - Deuteronomy 32:2

The word doctrine simply refers to teaching, especially the 
teaching found in God’s Word.  Something dry is dull, mo-

notonous, and boring.  Many people consider it boring to read the 
Bible or to hear sound teaching and preaching about its truths.  But 
today’s key verse says just the opposite.  Notice how refreshing 
God’s Word really is to those who are thirsting for truth.  As dew, 
mist, and rain showers are necessary for plants to grow, so being 
immersed in sound doctrine is vital to a Christian’s development 
and continual growth.

As I write these words, I am in Costa Rica in the month of 
January.  The rainy season has ended and the dry season has begun.  
Already the greenery is fading for lack of moisture.  As humans, 
we too start to wither very soon when we no longer avail ourselves 
of the water of the Word.

Paul wrote in 2 Timothy 4:3-4 of a time when individuals would 
no longer endure sound doctrine.  “They shall turn away their ears 
from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables,” or unsound teach-
ings.  These people prefer such deceptive ideas because they are 
more appealing and less convicting to those who pursue carefree 
living.  But as a farmer sometimes disks down a shriveled crop, so 
God will judge those who resist being watered by pure doctrine.

Does sound doctrine seem dry to us?  Let’s picture ourselves 
as withering stalks of vegetation.  To remedy our condition, we 
need to let the moisture of God’s doctrine revive us.  We can stay 
hydrated by daily exposing ourselves to God’s Word.  Then we 
will be blessed and will bless others too.  Best of all, God will be 
glorified and will someday transplant us to Heaven!

Dennis Martin - Smithville, TN

Revive yourself regularly with the refreshing rain of God’s Word.
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Tuesday, Dec. 3 Read: Matt. 4:1-11, James 1:1-15
Nests in Your Hair!

Blessed is the man that endureth temptation: for when 
he is tried, he shall receive the crown of life, which the 
Lord hath promised to them that love him. - James 1:12

I had a schoolteacher who taught us far more than English gram-
mar.  She taught us respect, obedience, honesty, and other virtues.  

One of her favorite sayings was, “You can’t keep the birds from 
flying over your head, but you can keep them from building nests 
in your hair!”  We laughed at the thought of a bird doing that.  She 
taught us that when we were tempted to cheat on a test or to treat 
each other unkindly, we should resist the temptation so it wouldn’t 
build a “nest” and cause more problems.

We all face “birds” of temptations to do wrong.  We can’t do 
much about their “flying,” but we can do something about their 
“nesting.”  Today’s Bible reading tells about Jesus, the sinless Son 
of God, and the temptations that His enemy Satan brought against 
Him.  Jesus defeated Satan repeatedly by quoting Scriptures, con-
cluding with this one: “Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve.”

Today’s key verse tells us that God will reward those who en-
dure temptation.  With His help we can say no to even the severest 
temptations to do wrong or to lose faith in God.  The Bible shows 
us what things are wrong and how we can overcome them.  For 
example, 2 Timothy 2:22 says, “Flee also youthful lusts: but follow 
righteousness, faith, charity, peace.”  If we have allowed birds of 
temptation to build nests of sin, there is a way to get rid of them.  
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9).

Roger Berry - Dayton, VA

Yield not to temptation, for yielding is sin,  
Each vict’ry will help you some other to win. - Horatio Palmer
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Wednesday, Dec. 4Read: Genesis 2
Spiritual Surgery

And the Lord God caused a deep 
sleep to fall upon Adam. - Genesis 2:21

When I was suffering abdominal pain, the doctor ordered an 
ultrasound test and determined that my gallbladder was the 

culprit.  Surgery was done to remove the faulty organ, and now the 
pain is almost completely gone.  My mind goes to Paul’s words in 
Colossians 3:8: “But now ye also put off all these; anger, wrath, 
malice, blasphemy, filthy communication out of your mouth.”  This 
speaks of spiritual surgery.

Sometimes spiritual surgery is more painful than physical 
surgery.  Jesus said, “If any man will come after me, let him deny 
himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow me” (Luke 9:23).  
Spiritual surgery is difficult because our selfish will does not give up 
easily.  However, we are promised victory if we follow the instruc-
tion in Scripture.  Physical surgery may or may not be needed for 
natural life, but spiritual surgery is absolutely essential to inherit 
eternal life.  And while gallbladder surgery is a one-time operation, 
spiritual surgery must be done “daily” according to Jesus’ words.

What things in our life may need to be removed by spiritual 
surgery?  Jesus mentioned idle words in Matthew 12:36.  James 3:8 
calls the tongue “an unruly evil, full of deadly poison.”  The tongue 
is a very small part of our body, yet its destructive power is terrible.  
We need to replace idle words with edifying words.

Pride also needs to be cut out.  God hates pride in all forms 
and calls it an abomination in Proverbs 6:16-17.  Pride has broken 
many hearts, destroyed many relationships, and crushed the heart 
of many a child.  Finally, secret sins must be removed because 
they will destroy the soul.  “Cut them off, and cast them from thee” 
(Matthew 18:8).

Denver Yoder - Somerset, OH

It is profitable for thee that one of thy members should perish, 
and not that thy whole body should be cast into hell. - Matthew 5:29
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Thursday, Dec. 5 Read: 1 Corinthians 15:35-58
Planting People?

It is sown in dishonour; it is raised in glory: it is sown 
in weakness; it is raised in power. - 1 Corinthians 15:43

We were traveling along a country road one evening when we 
passed by a cemetery.  Our five-year-old daughter popped 

the question, “Is that where the people are planted?”  Of course she 
meant to say “buried,” not “planted.”  We all laughed, but I said 
to myself, “That’s an interesting thought!  Doesn’t the Bible say 
something similar?”

The same idea is found in today’s Bible reading.  When we bury 
a dead body in the ground, it is like planting a seed that will grow 
and bear fruit after its kind.  Fruit seeds will produce fruit-bearing 
plants.  Weed seeds will produce weeds.  A seed will not sprout as 
a different kind of plant.  And a dead body will rise again—either to 
eternal life or to eternal damnation according to the kind of “seed.”

In 1 Peter 1:23 we read of being born again, “not of corruptible 
seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and 
abideth for ever.”  We are all born as “corruptible seeds” that will 
produce “weeds” if planted in that state.  Sometime between birth 
and “planting time,” we need to be transformed into “incorruptible 
seeds” by the power of the Master Gardener and His Word.  Then 
after we are “planted,” we will rise to live forever!

Should we ever need to bury a loved one, let’s think of it as 
planting a seed that will rise again.  Yes, we grieve our loss; but if 
our loved one was a believer, the thought of resurrection should fill 
our hearts with joy.  And if we ourselves have placed our faith in 
Jesus and are walking with Him, we have the living hope of rising 
from the grave one day to live with Him forever in Heaven.  Truly 
the best is yet to come!

John Miller - Middlebury, IN

If your body were “planted” today, what would it produce?
11884
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Friday, Dec. 6Read: John 10:1-30
Jesus Is the Door

I am the door: by me if any man enter in, he shall be saved, 
and shall go in and out, and find pasture. - John 10:9

Late one evening I received a phone call from a friend who 
owned an overnight rental house near our place.  The owner 

lived a distance away, and some travelers were trying to check in 
at the house.  Since the keyless entry was not working, the guests 
had no way to enter the house that promised them rest for the night.  

I agreed to drive over and see if I could help.  I had no key, and 
after attempting to use the keypad, I decided that the only way to 
enter the house was by some means other than the door.  I started 
trying the windows, and to my surprise the second one opened easily. 
I had no problem getting inside to open the door for the travelers.

My mind went to today’s Bible reading, and I thought of being 
at the end of life wearily waiting for our final rest.  There is only 
one door of access to that rest, and that door is Jesus.  Many in the 
world today want to enter Heaven on their own terms, thinking that 
Jesus is one way but there are other ways.  However, the Bible is 
clear that aside from faith in Jesus Christ, there is no entrance into 
eternal rest.  Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life: no 
man cometh unto the Father, but by me” (John 14:6).

I was able to get into the house through a window, but no one 
will enter Heaven through good works or by any other way.  Satan 
would like to convince us that we can earn our way into Heaven, 
but that is impossible.  If we come to Jesus in true faith, we will 
desire to follow Him and live in full obedience to His teachings.

Colin Martin - McVeytown, PA

Neither is there salvation in any other [than Jesus]: 
for there is none other name under heaven given 
among men, whereby we must be saved. - Acts 4:12
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Saturday, Dec. 7 Read: 2 Corinthians 8
Half Full or Half Empty

Give, and it shall be given unto you; good measure, 
pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, 

shall men give into your bosom. - Luke 6:38

Tom and I were discussing the beautiful 70-degree winter weather 
and wondering if it would change dramatically.  Tom remarked, 

“I’m a cup-half-full person.  I like to look at what I have, not at 
what I don’t have or how things could be.”  He continued, “To the 
question of whether the cup is half full or half empty, my brother 
would say it depends on whether you are pouring or drinking.”  He 
was talking about being a giver or a taker.

If we look to see what we can pour into life—how much we can 
give, produce, help, and offer—our cup will not be just half full but 
overflowing.  Hopefully that is our outlook on life.  A positive and 
grateful person feels blessed.  He is always looking to contribute to 
society.  This may be part of what Jesus meant in Luke 9:24: “For 
whosoever will save his life shall lose it: but whosoever will lose 
his life for my sake, the same shall save it.”  If we are concerned 
only about ourselves, we will find very few generous people.  But 
if we look to serve others, our cup will overflow.

A taker is always looking for handouts.  Somehow he is sure 
everyone owes him something.  His outlook is pessimistic, ungrate-
ful, and selfish.  Rather than pouring into life, he is busy drinking 
out of life, noticing how others serve or don’t serve him.  His cup 
is never full, and his chief concern is not what he has but what he 
had, could have, should have, or would have.

Let’s pour into life.  Let’s build, assist, encourage, and donate—
not to be called good but to express our love.  Then let’s say, “We 
are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty 
to do” (Luke 17:10).

John Ropp - Dannebrog, NE

Blessed are they who live to give.
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Sunday, Dec. 8Read: Acts 18
Fault Finder or Fault Helper

Let us therefore follow after the things which make for peace, 
and things wherewith one may edify another. - Romans 14:19

A useful tool around the farm is an electric fence tester.  Its 
name is displayed in bold lettering: Fault Finder.  The tester 

does a good job of living up to its name.  It quickly tells me if the 
fence has a problem, and an arrow even points in the direction of 
the problem.  But there is one thing the fault finder will not do for 
me.  It never does anything to solve the problem!  Worse yet, one 
day the tester indicated that the fence was weak, but I couldn’t find 
any problem with the fence.  Finally I realized that the fault finder 
itself was the problem.  It had weak batteries.

As Christians, we can see plenty of occasions to find fault, for we 
are surrounded by faulty fellow humans.  But God has called us to 
a more noble work than that of a fence tester.  While plenty of folks 
perform well as fault finders, it’s much better to be fault helpers.  In 
today’s Bible reading, Apollos had a glaring fault, and likely there 
were brethren who pointed it out.  But Aquila and Priscilla chose 
to be fault helpers.  They lovingly took Apollos into their home and 
“expounded unto him the way of God more perfectly.”  Apollos 
responded well to this godly couple’s sincere efforts to help him, 
and he became a mighty asset in God’s kingdom.

So how can we be effective fault helpers without being misun-
derstood?  We can always pray for our faulty brother.  As we pray, 
let’s be willing to help our brother if God should ask us to do so.  
And let’s not forget to pray about our own “weak batteries”!  If we 
ask God to show us our own faults, He will also bless us with a 
proper view of our brother’s faults.

John Diller - Sparta, TN

Never criticize a problem unless you are  
willing to serve as a solution to the problem.
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Monday, Dec. 9 Read: Hebrews 11:1-19
Do You Have Real Faith?

Through faith we understand that the worlds were framed 
by the word of God, so that things which are seen were 

not made of things which do appear. - Hebrews 11:3

Some folks look upon faith as wishful thinking, at best.  They 
claim to believe only in “reality”—things that can be perceived 

through the physical senses.  Years ago, people known as existential-
ists said that faith is a “blind leap in the dark” in the hope of finding 
God somewhere.  But there are things that even the least religious 
accept by faith.  For example, consider the world’s money system.  
The prosperity of countries around the world hinges on currency 
such as dollars, yen, euros, and pounds.  Generally these currencies 
are not backed by gold or other precious commodities.  In a sense, 
modern money is worth little more than the paper it is printed on.  
It takes faith in the system for money to have value.

Secular theories such as the evolution of species also take faith.  
No human was there to observe how the world began or how living 
creatures came into being.  These manmade theories require a great 
deal of faith, especially since there is no evidence that chaos could 
ever produce the precise order in the universe.

The Bible defines faith as “the substance [assurance] of things 
hoped for, the evidence [conviction] of things not seen.”  By faith 
we understand that the universe was created “by the word of God,” 
and that visible things were not made of “things which do appear.”  
No matter what we believe about origins, we must have faith in 
something we cannot see.

For a Christian, faith is a present reality and a future expecta-
tion based on solid facts such as the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  
When we put our faith in Christ and surrender our life to Him, we 
will have a real present hope and a glorious future.

Roger Berry - Dayton, VA

The essence of faith is to believe what we cannot see. 
The reward of faith is to see what we believe.
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Tuesday, Dec. 10Read: Psalm 34
Humble or Self-Sufficient?

O magnify the Lord with me, and let 
us exalt his name together. - Psalm 34:3

We have nothing to boast about.  All the things we have, includ-
ing our natural abilities, were given by our heavenly Father 

to be used in honoring Him.  We should never exalt ourselves, but 
rather magnify and exalt our God as we see in today’s key verse.  
To receive the blessing of the Lord, we must see our own smallness 
in contrast to His infinite greatness.  Jesus said, “Blessed are the 
poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven” (Matthew 5:3).  
He Himself is an excellent example of one who is “meek and lowly 
in heart” (Matthew 11:29).

We hear much in our day about being self-sufficient, but that is 
not what God wants for us.  In the book Humility, Andrew Murray 
wrote, “Until we see Christ as everything and ourselves as noth-
ing, we do not have humility.”  The apostle Paul wrote, “Where 
is boasting then?  It is excluded.  By what law?  of works?  Nay: 
but by the law of faith” (Romans 3:27).  We have no grounds for 
claiming self-sufficiency, because all things come from God and 
we are to praise His name for them.  

To have faith in Christ is to put our full confidence in Him as 
Savior and Lord of our life.  This leaves no room for self-sufficiency, 
which is rooted in self.  Actually, Satan is the author of self-suf-
ficiency, for he considered himself capable to rise up in rebellion 
against God.  What incredible arrogance and folly!  People who set 
themselves against God are just as foolish.  “Humble yourselves 
therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt you in 
due time” (1 Peter 5:6).

Fred Beachy - Crofton, KY

For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not 
of yourselves: it is the gift of God: not of works, 

lest any man should boast. - Ephesians 2:8-9
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Wednesday, Dec. 11 Read: Eze. 18:1-9, 19-32
Disqualified for the Kingdom

Fear not, little flock; for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom. - Luke 12:32

King Edward VIII of Great Britain had the shortest reign of any 
of that nation’s many monarchs.  As the eldest son of the Duke 

and Duchess of York, Edward became king in January 1936 after 
the death of George V.  However, his foolish decision to marry a 
twice-divorced woman disqualified him according to the require-
ments for kingship, and he was forced to abdicate in December 1936.

Jesus Christ made the perfect sacrifice for the sins of man-
kind, and thereby He opened the kingdom of God to all who by 
faith receive Him as Savior and Lord.  But His kingdom also has 
requirements.

In the Old Testament, God called Saul to be king of Israel, but 
disobedience, pride, and jealousy later disqualified him.  God told 
Samuel, “It repenteth me that I have set up Saul to be king: for he 
is turned back from following me” (1 Samuel 15:11).  In the New 
Testament, Ananias disqualified himself by lying about his gift.  
Peter told him, “Thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God”; and 
immediately Ananias fell down dead (Acts 5:4-5).

To win a race, a runner must be qualified at the finish line, not 
just at the start.  “When I shall say to the righteous, that he shall 
surely live; if he trust to his own righteousness, and commit iniq-
uity, … he shall die for it” (Ezekiel 33:13).  Although compromise, 
lukewarmness, and temptations to sin are continually working to 
disqualify us for God’s kingdom, it is still our own choices that 
determine our eternal destiny.  May we all be like the apostle Paul, 
who said, “I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest 
… I myself should be a castaway” (1 Corinthians 9:27).

Pete Lewis - Halsey, OR

Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter 
into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will 

of my Father which is in heaven. - Matthew 7:21
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Thursday, Dec. 12Read: Daniel 3:16-30
The God of _______

Every people, nation, and language, which speak any 
thing amiss against the God of Shadrach, Meshach, 
and Abednego, shall be cut in pieces. - Daniel 3:29

It was because of the three Hebrews’ deliverance from the fiery 
furnace that the king spoke of the true God as “the God of Shad-

rach, Meshach, and Abednego.”  He also said that no other God 
could deliver “after this sort.”  As we deal with neighbors, busi-
ness associates, and people in general, we should give them ample 
reasons to reach the same conclusion as Nebuchadnezzar’s.

Jesus commanded, “Let your light so shine before men” (Mat-
thew 5:16).  We are not to hide our light nor obscure it in any way.  
If we do, others will think we are no different from themselves.  If 
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego had adjusted their conduct to 
blend in with the crowd, the great King Nebuchadnezzar would not 
have spoken of the God of these men.  Later after Daniel was deliv-
ered from the lions, King Darius used similar words, decreeing that 
men “tremble and fear” before “the God of Daniel” (Daniel 6:26).

As followers of Christ, we should use clean language and speak 
courteously of other people, including government authorities.  Our 
conduct should proclaim who our Master is.  We should never be 
guilty of stealing, lying, or immoral behavior.  We should obey the 
laws of the land unless they require disobedience to the higher laws 
of God.  Our clothing should be simple and modest in keeping with 
our profession to be servants of God.

Nobody is likely to make great proclamations saying that the 
true God is our God.  But our words and actions can still confront 
people with the truth that there is a God in Heaven and that He 
calls everyone to serve Him.  May we ever be faithful in reminding 
people of the God to whom we belong.

Dennis Martin - Smithville, TN

The true God is the God of _______. 
Can we truthfully fill in the blank with our own name?
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Friday, Dec. 13 Read: 2 Timothy 2:11-26
What Defines a Man?

If a man therefore purge himself from these, he shall be a 
vessel unto honour, sanctified, and meet for the master’s use, 

and prepared unto every good work. - 2 Timothy 2:21

What is it that defines a man?  Repeatedly we see men who 
once were godly succumbing to sin and defeat.  Often we ask 

what happened.  While we may not be able to pinpoint the exact 
details, we can be sure of one thing.  Somewhere they did not keep 
their heart for God.  This is crucial because a man’s heart is what 
defines him.  “Out of the heart proceed evil thoughts,” Jesus said 
in Matthew 15:19.  The wise man wrote, “Keep thy heart with all 
diligence; for out of it are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23); and 
again, “A sound heart is the life of the flesh” (Proverbs 14:30).

Let’s look at a thought process that destroys men.  It operates 
in an uncleansed heart.  It says that a “small” disobedience or im-
purity does not matter.  It fails to realize not only that each “minor” 
misdeed is followed by reaping, but also that the reaping includes 
an even greater problem—a weakened moral life.  The difference 
between a righteous man and one who is “mostly” righteous is in 
the depth of his commitment to God.  If a man is only partially 
committed, he will not be able to stand when the real test comes.  
His moral uncertainty, however slight, will weaken his response.

In today’s Bible reading, verse 20 refers to vessels of honour or 
dishonour.  Verse 21 says that if a man “purge himself, ... he shall 
be a vessel unto honour.”  What is the defining difference between 
the two?  The difference between a vessel of honor and a vessel 
of dishonor is in whether the heart is pure or impure.  Only a man 
with a pure heart can be a vessel of honor.  He will be a true man 
of God because he is cleansed and ready.

Marvin Joel Eicher - McArthur, OH

Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? … He that 
hath clean hands, and a pure heart. - Psalm 24:3-4
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Saturday, Dec. 14Read: Philippians 2
Solutions for Disunity

Now I beseech you, brethren … that ye all speak the same thing, 
and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly 

joined together in the same mind. - 1 Corinthians 1:10

Many homes and churches are plagued with disunity.  A com-
mon problem among people is the inability to get along with 

each other.  We naturally believe in ourselves, thinking we have a 
proper balance and are standing for truth.  So we blame others for 
the disunity in our relationships.  We need to be “perfectly joined 
together in the same mind and in the same judgment,” which re-
quires having the mind of Christ.  Remember that the two greatest 
commands are to love God with all our heart, soul, and mind, and 
to love our neighbor as ourselves.  This kind of love will unify us 
and make us care for one another.

We need the humility of Christ to follow the command, “Let 
each esteem other better than themselves” (Philippians 2:3).  Pride 
always generates strife and vainglory, causing us to look on our 
own things and ignore the things of others.  It takes humility to lay 
down the desires of our carnal nature that demands its own way.  
It also takes humility to cease laboring in our own strength and 
let God work in us “both to will and to do of his good pleasure” 
(Philippians 2:13).

Unity with other believers requires moderation (Philippians 
4:5), which has been described as “sweet reasonableness.”  Tem-
perance is a similar trait and is included in the fruit of the Spirit.  
Scriptural unity is not a lenient atmosphere where anything goes, 
but a clear testimony of God’s holiness and grace.  It has a strong 
drawing power for sincere seekers of truth.  The Spirit of God dwell-
ing within will make us gentle, mild, patient, and compassionate.  
These virtues will give a warm spirit of openness, workableness, 
and unity to our homes, churches, and communities.

Daniel Stauffer - Ephrata, PA

Even weak men when united are powerful. - Friedrich Schiller 
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Sunday, Dec. 15 Read: 1 Samuel 1
The Miracle of Life

Lo, children are an heritage of the Lord: and the 
fruit of the womb is his reward. - Psalms 127:3

As I looked at the child in my arms, I praised the Lord for the 
gift of a new life.  A baby is a precious blessing from God.  In 

today’s Bible reading, Hannah prayed for a son and promised God 
that she would give the child to Him if He answered her prayer.  
We should also desire to give these precious gifts back to God for 
Him to use as He sees fit.

If we expect our children to be used of the Lord, we need to 
teach the way of the Lord to them.  Samuel lived with Eli in the 
Lord’s house at Shiloh, and there he was taught in the way of the 
Lord.  Then when the Lord called Samuel, he was ready to answer 
(1 Samuel 3:4).

In the modern world, children are commonly viewed as a burden 
and an unaffordable expense as people pursue wealth and pleasure.  
A baby’s life is often seen as having little value.  Abortion is not con-
sidered murder and is widely accepted as a way to keep unwanted 
children from being born.  How can people have such little esteem 
for these precious gifts from God that they routinely kill them and 
expect no consequences for the murders?  Each child has a soul, no 
matter how small, and each soul is precious in God’s sight!

May we as parents never take our calling and responsibility 
lightly.  God holds us responsible to provide a godly home for 
our children and to “bring them up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).  Indeed our children will grow up 
and make their own choices about whom they will serve.  What a 
blessing if these miracles of natural life choose to serve God and 
inherit eternal life!

Colin Martin - McVeytown, PA

A child’s soul is worth more than all the riches in the world.
11900One-year Bible reading plan: Revelation 6, Amos 4-6



Monday, Dec. 16Read: Isaiah 43
The Roar of the Lion

Will a lion roar in the forest, when he hath no prey? - Amos 3:4

Safely concealed in their blind of tree limbs and brush, my friend 
and his guide waited for the leopard.  The bait was a small, 

freshly killed antelope lying less than a hundred yards away.  Sud-
denly the night’s stillness was shattered by an extremely loud roar 
nearby.  Sometimes exceeding one hundred decibels in volume, the 
roar of an African lion is intended to intimidate and incite fear.  It 
succeeded quite well, as my friend later related.

Satan often tries to overcome people either by posing as an an-
gel of light or by intimidating them with fear.  The Bible describes 
him like this: “Your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh 
about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8).  When Satan’s 
attacks cause fear, we feel driven to some kind of response.  Do 
we react with worry, doubt, or even spiritual compromise?  Or do 
we turn to our Lord and trust Him to increase our faith through our 
difficult circumstances?  He has not promised us an easy road, but 
He has said, “My grace is sufficient for thee” (2 Corinthians 12:9).

The three Hebrew youths in Babylon found themselves in an 
extremely fearful dilemma.  The roar of the lion came through 
Nebuchadnezzar’s threat to throw them into a blazing furnace of 
fire.  Simply bowing down to his golden idol would instantly deliver 
them.  But their faith overcame their fear, and the Lord miraculously 
delivered them unharmed.

Consider the terrible agony and physical suffering of Jesus.  One 
word would have beckoned twelve legions of angels to deliver Him.  
Yet by total surrender to His Father’s will, Jesus triumphed over 
the roar of the lion coming through Satan’s agents.  As Christian 
comrades, let’s encourage one another to faithfully withstand the 
lion regardless of how loudly he roars.

Pete Lewis - Halsey, OR

Fear not them which kill the body … but rather fear him 
which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. - Matthew 10:28
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Tuesday, Dec. 17 Read: Romans 5
True Righteousness

For I say unto you, That except your righteousness shall exceed 
the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, ye shall in no 

case enter into the kingdom of heaven. - Matthew 5:20

The scribes and Pharisees were very religious.  Scribes were 
learned men who made copies of the Law of Moses and also 

were teachers and zealous guardians of the Law.  They supported 
and promoted the authority of the Law.  Scribes were high-ranking 
individuals who helped to mete out justice according to the Law.

The Pharisees promoted strict adherence to the Law of Moses.  
They were very zealous about observing every detail of the Law 
and avoiding uncleanness.  The Pharisees were not a political party 
but a religious group who believed that all things must be judged 
under the providence of God.  They assumed an exalted position 
and believed that degraded society should be shunned.

People thought the scribes and Pharisees were so righteous that 
other folks had little hope of reaching the same level—especially 
publicans.  So Jesus’ words in today’s key verse must have been 
quite shocking to His listeners.  On a different occasion, Jesus told 
a story about a Pharisee and a publican who went up to the temple 
to pray.  He ended by saying that the publican “went down to his 
house justified rather than the other” (Luke 18:14).  The listeners 
may have wondered: How was that possible?

Today’s Bible reading clearly says that righteousness cannot 
be attained by keeping the Law.  Instead, “being justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”  Already 
in the Old Testament era, it was said that Abraham “believed God, 
and it was counted unto him for righteousness” (Romans 4:3).  By 
faith in Christ and faithfulness to Him, our righteousness can exceed 
the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees.

Joseph Kuepfer - Newton, ON

True faith produces true righteousness.
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Wednesday, Dec. 18Read: 2 Corinthians 1
Comfort in Trouble

Who comforteth us in all our tribulation. - 2 Corinthians 1:4

We all encounter trouble in life, to a greater or lesser degree.  
When we face trouble, why do we tend to blame others?  It 

is because of our sinful nature, passed down from Adam after he 
sinned.  We may find it hard to admit failure because of being proud 
and self-centered, and this adds to our distress.  Jesus said, “Come 
unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Mathew 11:28).  

We need to forgive instead of blaming others.  Forgiveness does 
not need to know who was right or wrong.  It is more important to 
figure out what was wrong than to figure out who was wrong.  For-
giveness in troubled times brings comfort.  When we blame others, 
we fail to see ourselves as God does, and we fail to receive comfort 
from God for our soul.  Surrendering our will to God in times of 
trouble brings peace and comfort that only a child of God can know.

Peace and a critical spirit cannot mix.  If we have peace with 
God, we will be at peace with ourselves and with others.  As Chris-
tians we have access to divine comfort in times of trouble.  “But the 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in 
my name, he shall teach you all things” (John 14:26).  

Parents ought to provide comfort for their children when they 
need it.  Every child deserves caring parents, but many parents are 
unavailable.  As parents we should consider it a privilege to provide 
comfort for our children’s troubles.  Those troubles may seem small 
and insignificant to us, but we must never treat them as such.  Praise 
God for the ability to receive and give comfort in times of trouble.

Denver Yoder - Somerset, OH

God comforts us not to make us comfortable 
but to make us comforters.
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Thursday, Dec. 19 Read: Matthew 9:18-34
With Eyes of Faith

But without faith it is impossible to please him; for he 
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he is 

a rewarder of them that diligently seek him. - Hebrews 11:6

We were placed on this earth to bring glory to our Master’s 
name.  Today’s key verse says we cannot do that without 

faith.  In John 3:16, faith is indicated by the word believeth.  “For 
God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life.”  Believing means putting faith in and also being faithful to.  It 
means recognizing Christ’s power without actually seeing Him, as 
the centurion did in Matthew 8:8-10.  Jesus responded by saying, 
“I have not found so great faith, no, not in Israel.”

There are many occasions in life where we must simply act in 
faith as did the woman in today’s Bible reading.  Jesus said to her, 
“Daughter, be of good comfort; thy faith hath made thee whole.”  
We can have the same comfort when we reach out to Christ in faith.  
We may not be healed physically as the woman was, but such faith 
will bring us great comfort on our journey toward that heavenly 
home beyond the skies.  In reality, our goal is to be with Christ in 
glory rather than simply to be healed in this life.

We need to have faith that only through Jesus can we be saved 
from our sins.  We are human and need to use the shield of faith to 
“quench all the fiery darts of the wicked” (Ephesians 6:16).  May 
it be our ultimate desire to always remain faithful to Christ; for “if 
we deny him, he also will deny us” (2 Timothy 2:12).  “And now, 
little children, abide in him; that, when he shall appear, we may 
have confidence, and not be ashamed before him at his coming” 
(1 John 2:28).

Fred Beachy - Crofton, KY

For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and 
this is the victory that overcometh the world, even our faith. 

- 1 John 5:4
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Friday, Dec. 20Read: Revelation 22
A Better Place

For I am in a strait betwixt two, having a desire to depart, 
and to be with Christ; which is far better. - Philippians 1:23

When a Christian passes away, friends and relatives find com-
fort in the thought that the departed is in a better place.  I 

heard it again in relation to the recent death of my mother.  In fact, 
she herself said in her final hours, “It will be better there.”  But is 
Heaven only a better place?  Paul wrote in today’s key verse that it 
is “far better.”  The Greek word here translated “better” appears as 
“best” in 1 Corinthians 12:31 (though in a slightly different form).  
That verse says, “But covet earnestly the best gifts.”  Therefore, we 
conclude that Heaven is by far the best place anywhere!

Why is this place the very best?  Because Jesus is there!  In to-
day’s key verse, notice that Paul’s longing was “to be with Christ,” 
who is sitting at God’s right hand.  He is the One who makes Heaven 
so special.  He’s the One to whom the new song in Heaven is sung 
(Revelation 5:9-12).  He’s the One who will come again and take 
Christians home to be with Him forever (John 14:3).

Heaven is a better place because both spiritual and physical 
death are absent.  So are the sorrow, crying, and pain that are familiar 
here on earth.  Another delightful prospect is that all temptations will 
be gone.  How do we know this?  The devil who deceives people 
will be cast into “the lake of fire and brimstone” (Revelation 20:10).

Everything will be perfectly blissful there, because God is on 
His throne with Christ the Lamb.  These provide unceasing light 
in Heaven.  “And there shall be no night there.”  Only those who 
have been saved by Christ’s blood will be privileged to walk in 
the unspeakable glory of Heaven.  Only they will reign with Christ 
forever.

Dennis Martin - Smithville, TN

Those who embrace God’s grace 
will live in a better place forever.
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Saturday, Dec. 21 Read: Psalms 19, 32
Ambition

Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my 
heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O Lord. - Psalm 19:14

“Under no circumstances are you to proceed beyond Lodge 
Trail Ridge.”  This command was given in 1866 to Lt. Col. 

William Fetterman and eighty soldiers under his command.  They 
were being dispatched to relieve a wood-cutting detail being at-
tacked by Red Cloud and his Native American warriors.  Fetterman 
was an arrogant officer who had once declared, “Give me eighty 
men, and I can ride through the whole Sioux nation.”  In a vain and 
ambitious quest for glory, Fetterman now disregarded his orders, 
crossed the forbidden ridge, and stumbled onto an awaiting force 
of more than a thousand Sioux, Arapaho, and Cheyenne.  Less than 
one hour later, all eighty-one soldiers were dead.

Ambition is a strong desire to achieve something, and it can be 
either a virtue or a snare.  Jesus told the Jews that He seeks only the 
will of His Father (John 5:30).  Not even the horrors of impending 
crucifixion could sway Him from His determination to fulfill His 
Father’s will.  In contrast, many people focus their ambition on the 
deceptive values of a world system that promises wealth, power, 
fame, and happiness.  It is certainly commendable to have an ambi-
tion for supporting our families well, and for a good name in our 
community, as long as it never involves compromise of God’s Word.

We see improper ambitions in several Bible characters.  James 
and John had the ambition of sharing Christ’s glory (Mark 10:37), 
whereas self-denial and surrender are essential for even entering 
Christ’s kingdom.  Diotrephes loved preeminence (3 John 9).  May 
we carefully distinguish between ambitions that are self-serving 
and those that are God-honoring.

Pete Lewis - Halsey, OR

One thing have I desired of the Lord, that will I seek after; that 
I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life. 

- Psalm 27:4
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Sunday, Dec. 22Read: Ephesians 4:1-24
A Close Walk With God

I therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye walk 
worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called. - Ephesians 4:1

The clarion call today is to walk closely with God.  Sometimes 
we deviate from the path and need a nudge to get back on 

again.  A certain employer noticed a lack of motivation in a young 
employee.  But rather than reproving him, the employer gave him a 
raise, which greatly surprised him.  This motivated the young man 
to be more zealous and responsible in his work.

Often it is when life becomes monotonous that the true tests 
come.  Instead of criticizing someone for slothfulness, let’s consider 
that the problem may be a lack of motivation and interest.  No, we 
cannot expect God to give him a “raise,” but what is more helpful 
than a word of encouragement?

The light flicks on in a pupil’s eyes when the teacher spends 
some personal time with him, and the sudden understanding of a 
problem makes it no more a problem.  This is reward enough for 
the instructor.  It is also encouraging to ministers when they see 
young people take interest in the church services and other related 
events.  “As newborn babes, desire the sincere milk of the word, 
that ye may grow thereby: if so be ye have tasted that the Lord is 
gracious” (1 Peter 2:2-3).

An older brother, a saint of God, shared with me years ago how 
he had experienced a period of coldness in his spiritual life.  The 
church where his family had been was filled with strife and disa-
greements.  He mentioned how he himself had quit having personal 
devotions.  My friend was able by God’s goodness to rise above 
the circumstances after a period of darkness.  How did he achieve 
that?  By once again taking heed to God’s Word and seeking to 
have a close walk with God.

Wayne Miller - Millersburg, OH

Variety adds spice to life, but it’s monotony 
that brings home the bacon.
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Monday, Dec. 23 Read: 2 Timothy 3
God’s Unchanging Word in Changing Times

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times 
some shall depart from the faith. - 1 Timothy 4:1

Some would say that because times have changed, certain pas-
sages in the Bible are no longer relevant to our day and need to 

be interpreted so as to fit modern culture.  What the Bible clearly 
teaches is being distorted or watered down to align with current 
public opinion.  Peter warned about those who “wrest” or twist the 
Scriptures “unto their own destruction” (2 Peter 3:16).  Certainly we 
do live in a changing world.  Global upheaval and conflict continue 
to escalate.  Violence and wickedness abound.  Sinful lifestyles are 
now accepted and even promoted as normal and good.

But we must remember that our eternal God is always the same.  
He said in Malachi 3:6, “For I am the Lord, I change not.”  The 
truth revealed in His Word does not change either.  It is still just as 
relevant for us today as always, and it must not be tampered with.  
“For ever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven” (Psalm 119:89).  
“The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: but the 
word of the Lord endureth for ever” (1 Peter 1:24-25).

The consequences of sin have never changed.  The wages of 
sin is still death (Romans 6:23).  Those who refuse to repent of 
their sins will die unsaved and face eternal doom.  But praise God, 
His remedy for sin and His provision for salvation have also not 
changed.  These are freely offered to everyone through His only 
begotten Son, “that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

In these rapidly changing times, let us serve our risen Lord who 
is “the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever” (Hebrews 13:8).  
May we firmly cling to His unchanging Word, which is our unfail-
ing compass to keep us in the way of truth.

Mark Kropf - Halsey, OR

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, 
and a light unto my path. - Psalm 119:105
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Tuesday, Dec. 24Read: Acts 3
Did God Forget About Me?

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 

thoughts than your thoughts. - Isaiah 55:9

Today’s Bible reading tells of a lame man over forty years old 
who sat daily at a temple gate to beg for alms.  In the previous 

three years, Jesus had been in the temple several times, teaching 
and healing the sick.  Yet right outside the gate there was a lame 
man whom He chose not to heal.  If I had been in the lame man’s 
shoes, I would probably have been quite depressed by the time of 
today’s reading.  “Jesus didn’t heal me, and now He’s gone!  Why 
did He heal everyone else but not me?”

Now imagine the effect when Peter told the lame man, “In the 
name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and walk.”  The man may 
have thought, “Jesus?  Is His power still available?”  A thrill of an-
ticipation must have coursed through his body.  He grabbed Peter’s 
hand, sprang up, and did more than just walk.  He began leaping 
and praising God with his whole heart.  This amazing miracle had 
a much greater impact than if Jesus had healed the man.  The fol-
lowing verses tell us that thousands of people believed in Jesus!

How often have we been in the lame man’s shoes?  We ask, 
“Why me?”  Or maybe, “Why everyone else but not me?  Does 
God even care about my need?”  Remember that God has His own 
timing.  He had a special plan for the lame man, and He may have 
a special plan for us.  God often accomplishes great things through 
insignificant people.  If we simply trust Him, we can be sure that 
everything will turn out right.  His ways and His timing have always 
been perfect and always will be.

John O. Miller - Middlebury, IN

If thou but suffer God to guide thee, 
And hope in Him through all thy ways,  

He’ll give thee strength whate’er betide thee, 
And bear thee through the evil days. - Georg Neumark
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Wednesday, Dec. 25 Read: Luke 4:16-32
The Gospel of Christ

Jesus came into Galilee, preaching the gospel of the kingdom of 
God, and saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is 

at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. - Mark 1:14-15

Jesus’ birth caused excitement because it marked the dawn of a 
new era.  But Jesus was thirty years old when He began His actual 

ministry as described in today’s key verse.  While the Gospel was 
introduced quietly, its message was intended to be preached in all 
nations throughout the world.  The disciples started doing this after 
Jesus’ resurrection, when He told them, “Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15).  

Jesus gave His mission statement in verses 18-19 of today’s 
Bible reading.  He had come to preach the Gospel, to heal the 
brokenhearted, to deliver the captives, to give sight to the blind, 
to liberate those who were bruised, and to preach the acceptable 
year of the Lord.  The Gospel of Jesus is a message of truth, peace, 
salvation from sin, and eternal life.  This is much greater and better 
than what the Jews were expecting the Messiah to do, which was 
simply to deliver them from oppression by the Romans.

Paul wrote, “I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it 
is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth” 
(Romans 1:16).  He also wrote that our “conversation” (lifestyle) 
should be “as it becometh the gospel of Christ,” and that we should 
“stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the 
faith of the gospel” (Philippians 1:27).  Other Scriptures mention 
the hope, the blessing, the mystery, the defense, and the confirma-
tion of the Gospel.  A glorious and everlasting Gospel has been 
committed to our trust.  On this day commemorating our Savior’s 
birth into the world, let’s renew a firm commitment to honor the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ.

Daniel Stauffer - Ephrata, PA

For our gospel came not unto you in word only, 
but also in power … and in much assurance. - 1 Thessalonians 1:5
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One-year Bible reading plan: Revelation 16, Haggai 1-2



Thursday, Dec. 26Read: Job 29
Job’s Jobs

Those things, which ye have both learned, and 
received, and heard, and seen in me, do: and the  
God of peace shall be with you. - Philippians 4:9

In Job 1:1, Job is described as being “perfect and upright, and 
one that feared God, and eschewed evil.”  He was well aware of 

his God-given responsibilities (jobs).  Keeping his own heart and 
character right before God was obviously his most important job.   
In Job 42:7-9, we see that Job had performed his jobs well.  He 
had spoken of God “the thing that is right,” and God accepted Job.

One of Job’s jobs was to fulfill his duties as a father.  He continu-
ally “sent and sanctified” his children by offering sacrifices for them 
in case they had sinned.  It also appears that Job was a thoughtful, 
loving husband.  When his wife urged him to “curse God and die,” 
Job didn’t directly call her a foolish woman.  Rather he said, “Thou 
speakest as one of the foolish women speaketh” (Job 2:10).  Job 
then graciously brought God into the picture.

In today’s Bible reading, Job mentioned many things that he 
considered his jobs.  He lived in the Old Testament age, before Jesus 
taught the higher standards of the Gospel, so not all his jobs are 
suitable for Christians today.  For example, Job said that he “brake 
the jaws of the wicked” (verse 17) and that he “dwelt as a king in 
the army” (verse 25).

Every modern “Job” (believer) also has various jobs.  If I am 
a young person, I need to obey my parents and be a good example 
to my siblings.  If I am a parent, I need to bring up my children 
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.  If I am an older single 
person, I need to do what I can to advance God’s cause.  If I am a 
grandparent, I need to continue performing my duties and obliga-
tions faithfully.  Whoever I am, I must be busy fulfilling my jobs 
in God’s kingdom.

Dennis Martin - Smithville, TN

Let’s joyfully do the jobs assigned to us.
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One-year Bible reading plan: Revelation 17, Zechariah 1-3



Friday, Dec. 27 Read: Hebrews 12
God Treasures the Broken

For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 
scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. - Hebrews 12:6

We need to have such a devotion to our heavenly Father that 
we willingly accept His correction.  Today’s key verse says 

that He chastens us because He loves us.  When we recognize this, 
His correction will be more dear than our own comfort.  His great 
love assures us that whatever He allows in our life is best for us.  
Some tragic happenings may seem like accidents, and perhaps they 
are.  But what we call an accident may really be an appointment 
of God’s choosing.

Our purpose on earth is to glorify God rather than to live in ease 
and comfort.  If we remember this, we will gladly be resigned to 
God’s choosing and willingly allow ourselves to be broken as we 
come to Christ.  “And whosoever shall fall on this stone shall be 
broken: but on whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder” 
(Matthew 21:44).  Only those who are broken in this way will enter 
God’s kingdom.  In Christ’s ministry, we see that He graciously 
received those who came to Him in a humble, broken manner.  But 
He had sharp reprimands for those who were proud and hypocritical.  

“The Lord is nigh unto them that are of a broken heart; and 
saveth such as be of a contrite spirit” (Psalm 34:18).  A heart bro-
ken before God will have a humble attitude toward other people.  
Paul wrote, “Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but 
in lowliness of mind let each esteem other better than themselves” 
(Philippians 2:3).  And Peter wrote, “Yea, all of you be subject 
one to another” (1 Peter 5:5).  It goes against our human nature to 
be subject to anyone.  But the only way to have a place in God’s 
kingdom is to be broken!

Fred Beachy - Crofton, KY

To this man will I [the Lord] look, even to him that is poor 
and of a contrite spirit, and trembleth at my word. - Isaiah 66:2

11650One-year Bible reading plan: Revelation 18, Zechariah 4-6



Saturday, Dec. 28Read: Psalm 51
Treasures of the Snow

Hast thou entered into the treasures of the snow? - Job 38:22

I enjoy waking up on a cold winter morning and hearing … silence.  
If I listen carefully, I might catch the gentle swoosh, swoosh of 

snow falling.  It feels so safe and cozy inside where it’s warm.  I 
have also entered into the “treasures of the snow.”  I enjoy a good 
sled ride, the beautiful clean landscape, the snug feeling of a blanket 
and a cup of hot chocolate.

But wait!  “Treasures of the snow” could mean more than is 
evident at first glance.  It may refer to treasuries or storehouses.  Do 
I know where God stores the snow?  Can I imagine each snowflake 
being unique, different from the millions of others?  A treasure is 
something special, often kept secret.  Isn’t this included in what 
God was telling Job?  Some things we see only in part!

Paul wrote, “For now we see through a glass, darkly.”  With 
human understanding we are limited.  But God is unlimited.  To 
this day, scientists can’t explain some seemingly simple things!  
Paul went on to say, “But then face to face: now I know in part; but 
then shall I know even as also I am known” (1 Corinthians 13:12).

As humans we can comprehend some treasures of God, though 
not everything we’d like to know will be revealed in this life.  But 
snow does portray one priceless treasure as suggested in today’s 
Bible reading: “Wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow.”  Snow 
gives a picture of the perfect soul cleansing we receive from God 
when we repent, and confess and forsake our sins.  “Come now, 
and let us reason together, saith the Lord: though your sins be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be red like 
crimson, they shall be as wool” (Isaiah 1:18).

Jonathan Hershberger - Port Clements, BC

Next time you see the snow, ask, 
“Is my soul as white and clean as snow?”
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One-year Bible reading plan: Revelation 19, Zechariah 7-9



Sunday, Dec. 29 Read: Luke 10:30-42
When a Brother Suffers

And who is my neighbour? - Luke 10:29

Recently we have had a number of stressful situations in our 
extended family and also as a church.  These situations call for 

a time of fervent prayer and personal soul searching.  We wonder 
what we can do when a brother or sister suffers physically, emotion-
ally, or spiritually, but we seem helpless to do anything about it.

In today’s Bible reading, the priest and the Levite saw the 
wounded man but not his pain.  The lowly, despised Samaritan not 
only noticed the need at hand but also took time and effort to do 
something about it.  The Samaritan was no stranger to suffering.  
Often those who themselves have gone through great pain or even 
the “valley of the shadow of death” are best qualified to extend 
sympathy to hurting ones.  However, being inexperienced is no 
reason to neglect our Christian duty.

It is easy to become self-centered and not notice the suffering 
close to us.  We are told to “weep with them that weep” (Romans 
12:15).  Tears are nothing to be ashamed of.  Tears of compassion 
have a cleansing and bonding effect.  I am very thankful and blessed 
to be part of a caring brotherhood.  Often have I been encouraged 
by a hand on my shoulder along with the sincere words, “I’m pray-
ing for you.”  

It may be inconvenient to stop and reach out to the suffering.  
Our response depends on where our focus is.  We need to remember 
that Christ suffered greatly for our sake, and that we have nothing 
that was not graciously given by God.  Am I a Samaritan who seeks 
my brother’s welfare above my own?  May God grant us grace to 
see the suffering ones around us, and to reach out and touch their 
hearts with gracious compassion as Jesus did.

Denver Yoder - Somerset, OH

Compassion will move more hearts than condemnation.
11759

One-year Bible reading plan: Revelation 20, Zechariah 10-12



Monday, Dec. 30Read: Psalm 139
“Broke to Lead”

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit: a broken and 
a contrite heart, O God, thou wilt not despise. - Psalm 51:17

The young gelding was advertised as “broke to lead,” a common 
description indicating only that a horse can safely be haltered 

and led.  Any additional training is the responsibility of the new 
owner.  Both “broke to lead” and all subsequent training depend on 
a horse’s submission to its owner.  Likewise, man must be “broke 
to lead” and then trained by his heavenly Owner, and this depends 
on how submissive he is.  If a horse continues to be defiant, it may 
well be considered so unmanageable that it is sold into the misery 
of rodeo bucking stock or to the slaughterhouse.  For man, however, 
the consequences are far more serious.

A horse has a natural fear of loud noises, sudden movements, 
and the crossing of water or downed timber, but this fear diminishes 
as the horse gains confidence in its master.  Trust is also essential in 
man’s relationship with his divine Master.  However, even a well-
trained horse may flee to the far corner of the pasture when it sees 
its master approaching with halter and lead line in hand.  

Man is no different.  Jonah fled from an uncomfortable assign-
ment given by his Master, but he suffered for it.  Moses’ excuse 
was, “I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue” (Exodus 4:10), 
but God reminded him that it was He who made tongues.  Elijah 
broke his “lead line” and fled to the wilderness to avoid Jezebel’s 
wrath, but God quietly reminded him that he was not alone.

Are we truly “broke to lead” by the Word of God, the Spirit of 
God, and the people of God?  Or are we sometimes “halter pullers” 
when difficult assignments come?  The Christian life is not easy, 
but if we are truly willing and submissive, God’s grace will always 
be sufficient for us.

Pete Lewis - Halsey, OR

Lead me, O Lord, in thy righteousness. - Psalm 5:8
11644

One-year Bible reading plan: Revelation 21, Zechariah 13-14



Tuesday, Dec. 31 Read: Matthew 25:1-13
Too Late

Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the 
hour wherein the Son of man cometh. - Matthew 25:13

The clock said 6:17 a.m.  I awoke with a jolt and hopped out of 
bed.  My employees at work would be waiting for me at 6:25.  

My thoughts were in a whirl as I got dressed for the day.  Remember-
ing that my son would also need to get ready, I hurried downstairs.  
Sure enough, he was still in bed.  I glanced at his clock.  It said 5:18.  
Relief flooded through me.  But my mind said, “Can that clock be 
trusted?”  I quickly checked yet another clock.  It also said 5:18.  
What a relief!  My alarm clock had deceived me.  There would 
be no embarrassment after all.  No delayed start to a day of work.

Later I sat at my desk and thought, “Is this how it will be for the 
unprepared someday?  To see Christ returning and know that there 
is no time to get ready!”  In today’s Bible reading, all ten virgins 
had showed up to meet the bridegroom.  All of them heard the call 
saying that he was coming.  But only five were actually able to meet 
him.  So what does it take to be prepared?  

The five foolish virgins found out that it is obviously not enough 
just to be there among those who are prepared.  There must be more.  
We know in our own heart that it takes more than that.  We must be 
wholehearted in our commitment to God.  We must count the cost 
and then obey Him fully.  If we know that we are not ready for the 
wedding supper of the Lamb, let’s not wait.  Today is the day of 
salvation.  Living unprepared is extremely dangerous.  Deception 
lurks for the unprepared.  “To day if ye will hear his voice, harden 
not your hearts” (Hebrews 3:15).

Marvin Joel Eicher - McArthur, OH

And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. - Mark 13:37
11904

One-year Bible reading plan: Revelation 22, Malachi 1-4



Hark, the Glad Sound
Hark, the glad sound! the Saviour comes, 

The Saviour promised long; 
Let every heart prepare a throne, 

And every voice a song.

On Him the Spirit, largely poured, 
Exerts its sacred fire; 

Wisdom and might, and zeal and love, 
His holy breast inspire.

He comes the pris’ners to release, 
In Satan’s bondage held; 

The gates of brass before Him burst, 
The iron fetters yield.

He comes the broken heart to bind, 
The bleeding soul to cure; 

And with the treasures of His grace 
To enrich the humble poor.

Our glad hosannas, Prince of Peace, 
Thy welcome shall proclaim; 

And heav’n’s eternal arches ring 
With Thy beloved name.

by Philip Doddridge (1755)



And Now, My Soul, Another Year
And now, my soul, another year 

Of thy short life is past; 
I cannot long continue here, 

And this may be my last.

Much of my hasty life is gone,  
Nor will return again; 

And swift my passing moments run, 
The few that yet remain.

Awake my soul, with utmost care 
Thy true condition learn; 

What are thy hopes? how sure? how fair? 
What is thy great concern?

Behold another year begins; 
Set out afresh for heav’n; 

Seek pardon for thy former sins, 
In Christ so freely giv’n

Devoutly yield thyself to God, 
And on His grace depend; 

With zeal pursue the heav’nly road, 
Nor doubt a happy end.

by Simon Browne, 1720



Jesus Died For You!
No matter who you are or what you’ve done, God loves you so much that He was willing 
to send His only Son to die a cruel death for you.  He is offering you the gift of salvation.  
Won’t you accept it?  (John 3:16)

Are you tired of living a defeated life of sin?  Do you want to spend eternity in Heaven with 
the Lord?  Are you afraid to die?  Do you feel lost?  Maybe you live a decent life, avoiding 
terrible sins, but have never received Christ as your Savior.  You need to be born again!  
Follow the steps below.  (John 3:3)

1.  Believe.  (John 11:25-26, 40)
Believe that God is and that He loves you.  Believe that Christ died for your sins.  Believe 
that He rose from the dead.  Believe that He will forgive all sin if we ask Him.

2.  Recognize that you are a sinner.  (Romans 3:23, Isaiah 53:6)
No one is free from sin.  We are born with a sinful nature.  Unless you believe you’re a 
sinner, you cannot be born again.

3.  Repent.  (Matthew 4:17)
You must be truly sorry for your sins and have a sincere desire to be free of them.

4.  Pray.  (1 John 1:9, Psalm 51:2-5)
Confess your sins to God and ask Him to forgive you.  Give Him your heart and ask Him 
to make you a new person.  Promise Him that you will serve Him the rest of your life.

If you have taken these steps, you can be assured that your sins are forgiven and you are 
a child of God as long as you remain faithful.  Don’t judge your experience by what you 
feel.  Today you may feel emotionally stirred, but tomorrow Satan will try to discourage you.

After you have been born again, you will want to:

1.  Forsake sin.  (Romans 6:1-2)
As a Christian you can no longer indulge in sin.

2.  Live a changed life.  (2 Corinthians 5:17)
You will want to live a different life, one of service to the One who saved you. 

3.  Read the Bible and pray.  (Matthew 7:7-8, 2 Timothy 3:16-17)
To live the Christian life, you must spend much time reading the Bible and talking to 
the Lord in prayer.

4.  Find a church.  (Hebrews 10:25)
To remain faithful and maintain your walk with the Lord, you need to fellowship with 
other Christians.  Seek to join yourself to a church that believes and practices the Bible.

5.  Be baptized.  (Acts 2:41)
Baptism is the outward sign and testimony of what has happened in your heart.

6.  Tell others.  (Luke 12:8-9, Mark 5:19)
Tell others what Christ has done for you.  Don’t be ashamed to confess Him as your Savior.

The Christian life is a battlefield, not a bed of roses.  To be born again is only the begin-
ning.  As a Christian you will face many difficult temptations.  Don’t despair!  The Lord has 
promised that we can have victory because of the shed blood of Jesus.  The Christian life 
is worth the difficulties.
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